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MY PEACE I GIVE
John 14:25-31

Rev. Richard D. Phillips
Second Presbyterian Church, Greenville, SC, @;t2@09

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives

do I give to you” (Jn. 14:27).

and a minister in the Society of Friends, also kmas the

Quakers. Nearly all of his many paintings wereales to the

same subject: the “Peaceable Kingdom” of Isaialé Whierein
“the wolf will dwell with the lamb..., and the calfid the lion and the
fattened calf together; and a little child will tethem.” Hick’s
paintings had two goals: to show that Christiandatte practicing
artists and to express his hope for peace on earth.

E dward Hicks was a nineteenth century American pakoter,

Art historians group Hicks’ paintings into four pmds. The first
period, known as the “Border Peaceable Kingdones,tHeir
surrounding borders with the text of Isaiah 11#idted the lions
and lambs mingling sweetly, with Quakers enjoyieggeful pursuits
in the background. The second phase, the “Banescdable
Kingdoms” features banners of Isaiah 11:6 wrappedrad the
human figures. Now, however, there is disquiet amxety, with the
people not gathering but dispersing. These paatieflected a
division within the Society of Friends between the#o sought a
rural lifestyle and those Quakers who lived prospsrcity lives. The
last two phases, the “Middle” and “Late Peaceablgloms,” reflect
Hicks’ abandonment of any hope for peace on earétd increased
division among the Quakers, with the animals figgptand humanity
divided. In Hick’s very last painting, his own depsion is depicted
by a lion hunched over in sheer exhaustion.



What do these art works tell us about Edward Hickg2king peace
on earth through the labors of men, he discoveoghlimg but
division and strife, even in a society of religidtends! His quest
for peace failed because he looked to men andntegus Christ,
What Hicks longed for, Jesus promised to give: teddeave with
you,” he said, “my peace | give to you” (Jn. 14:27)

PEACE IN THE STORM

hen Jesus told the disciples, “Let not your heagtsroubled,

neither let them be afraid” (Jn. 14:27), they wanethe brink

of a great storm, with much to fear. Jesus wasitadooead
them out toward the Garden of Gethsemane, wheresJutd the
temple guards would find them. They therefore eeed be
reassured with reasons not to be afraid.

Being a Christian does not preserve us from therst@nd trials of
this world. Instead, Christ will himself often seuas into storms, just
as he was now leading the disciples to the platescdirrest. Perhaps
the most vivid illustration of this principle wasen Jesus sent the
disciples onto the wind-swept Sea of Galilee. M&dords that as
the storm was about to capsize their little boadud stepped forward
and “rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘Peaessitill!’” (Mk.
4:39), and the winds and waves obeyed his sovergge. This was
the same Jesus who now prepared his disciplebdagreat storm
surrounding his arrest and crucifixion. He saidhtem again, “Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them ba&dif (IJn. 14:27).

Jesus followed with the reason they should not fésace | leave
with you; my peace | give to you” (Jn. 14:27). @gueful state of
mind is not something the disciples were to achlavéeheir own will
or devices, but rather Jesus would grant peacesgmlting gift.
Jesus did not promise to leave his disciples aeritdnce of money,
worldly influence, or safety. Instead, he givaswtard peace of
conscience, arising from a sense of pardoned simegonciliation
with God.” Matthew Henry remarks:

! Cited from Philip Graham Ryken, My Father's World (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R,2002), 117-120.
2]. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on the Gospels: John, 3 vols. (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1999), 3:98.
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“When Christ was about to leave the world he made his will. His soul he
bequeathed to his Father; his body he bequeathed to Joseph, to be decently
interred; his clothes fell to the soldiers; his mother he left to the care of John;
but what should he leave to his poor disciples, that had left all for him? Silver
and gold He had none; but He left them what was infinitely better, His peace.””

The peace that Jesus gives may be considered iway®, in keeping
with the biblical language. First, Jesus gipeace with God. This is
what Paul referred to as the result of our jusdtimn through faith:

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1).u8emnded the war
between the believer and God, paying in his bldedarice of peace
in the courts of divine justice. Christ's peacaa merely, however,
the absence of our former conflict with God. Baéntails the
positive experience of thgeace of God, which results from the
ministry of the Holy Spirit whom Jesus sends. Renate that we
receive this peace when we pray, for then “the pedcsod, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your heartsyour minds in
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). This peace of blessioges from a right
relationship with God, the awareness of his lo\pngsence in our
lives, and the receiving of his grace through faittwas in thepeace
of God, Christ having madpeace with God on the cross, that the
disciples were to be untroubled in the storm.

PEACE DESPITE AN UNLOVING WORLD

hen Christians begin speaking of the blessinggpiotsal

peace, we are sometimes accused of pie-in-thesslgpesm.

But as Jesus promised peace, he did anything loud &vwe
real threats to the disciples. He dealt with thiheeats to our peace,
including one that would become obvious in the ecanhours: the
hostility and violence of an unloving world. Jesasd, “my peace |
give to you. Not as the world gives do | give twy (In. 14:27).

James Boice characterized the giving of the waslsh@ncere, since
the motives seldom match the wordspotent, since our peace-
making seldom achieves more than a hostile trscaety, always
giving less than was possible; asatfish, often giving with a true

* Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible, 6 vols. (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, n.d.), 5:903.
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desire of receiving in returh.lt is large part because of the world’s
manner of giving that there is no peace. Discomgtinis reality
caused Edward Hicks increasingly to depict stnféis “Peaceable
Kingdom” paintings. As the prophet Jeremiah conmad about
Jerusalem’s worldly leaders, “Peace, peace,” thgy“svhen there is
no peace” (Jer. 6:14).

One of the great eras of worldly peace was theRtarana of
Augustus Caesar. After his conquests in Westerog&y Augustus
returned to Rome and built an altar to peace, ttaePacis, which
remains today. Fittingly, he placed his peace mwnt on the field
of Mars, the Roman god of war. It was the Romaitohian Tacitus
who gave the most fitting commentary, citing therdgof a Scottish
chieftain who had warred against the Roman legitthey make a
desolation, and call it peac®.George Beasley-Murray described
Augustus’ peace altar as “a monument to the skilisasculptors and
to the empty messianic pretensions of its empéfors.

How different is the peace that Christ gives. 3a#id not make
peace for himself at the expense of others, bgjives peace to his
people at his own expense. His peace altar walsuilbtof marble on
the field of war but consisted of two wooden beamthie shape of a
cross on Calvary’s hill. Whereas the peace ofatbdd isinsincere,
Christ gives peace with the coin of his heart’sodlothe world’s
peace ismpotent, but Jesus’ death for sin achieved true reconicha
with God; the world givescantily, but Jesus gave his very life and
body for us; the world giveslfishly, but Jesus’ peace is one of self-
sacrifice and self-giving. “Greater love has ne dman this,” he
explained, “that someone lay down his life for tnisnds” (Jn. 15:13)

Christ’'s peace differs from the world in terms tsfaertainty. Unlike
man who gives but takes back, Paul writes that ¢ifis and the

calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29). Tgeace Jesus gives

Is thus an eternal peace. The peace of Christasiatwith worldly
peace in itgharacter: “his peace is not the absence of conditions that
intimidate but rather is the composure to be faithf the face of

* James Montgomery Boice, 7he Gospel of John, 5 vols. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999), 4:1154.
5 Tacitus, Agricola, 30.
¢ George R. Beasley-Murray, John, Word Biblical Commentary 36 (Waco, TX: Word, 1987), 262.
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adversity.” Finally, the peace of Christ is unique indtsiclusion.
Beasley-Murray writes, “My peace’ is Jesus’ bedqudghe peace
which is no less than the salvation of the kingddr&od.”

PEACE DESPITE CHRIST’S ABSENCE

second threat to our peace is the problem of Jdsparture.
Would Christ’s absence remove the disciples’ peand,does
Jesus’ physical absence nullify his peace for day@

Jesus addressed this problem in a way that mayrpeising to us.
He said: “You heard me say to you, ‘I am going avead | will

come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have re@, because | am
going to the Father” (Jn. 14:28). Knowing the agtirat lay ahead
of Jesus, we may forget his crowning joy that wes$ peyond, as the
faithful Son of God returned to the heavenly Fatheglory! If dying
Christians are often excited about seeing God fadace for the first
time, Christ would have been no less thrilled apastD. A. Carson
put it, “returning to the sphere where he belongshe glory he had
with the Father before the world began (17:5), anithe place where
the Father is undiminished in glory.”

John 14:28 is a favorite verse of Unitarians, Jah&/Witnesses, and
others who seek to deny Jesus’ true deity, sincdtes that “the
Father is greater than |.” This statement, thegdsspecifies that
Jesus is something less than fully God. The maiblpm with this
view is that the Gospel of John is filled with dit@ssertions to
Jesus’ full deity, as is the entire New TestaméntJohn 10:30, for
instance, Jesus stated, “l| and the Father are olagyiing deity so
clearly that the Jews sought to stone him for laspy. John Calvin
explains that when Jesus says that the Fatheeatagr he “is not here
drawing a comparison between the divinity of théhEaand of
Himself, nor between His own human nature and thmel essence
of the Father, but rather between His present atadethe heavenly
glory to which He was shortly to be receivéd.”

7 Andreas J. Kostenberger, John (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004), 444.

8 Beasley-Murray, John, 262.

* D.A. Carson, The Gospel of John (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991), 508.

' John Calvin, New Testament Commentartes, trans. T.H.L. Parker, 12 vols. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1959), 4:90.
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An implication of Christ’s return to heaven is @sed reason why
Jesus’ absence would be no barrier to his gifteafce. As he insisted
throughout this farewell teaching, Jesus’ returthioFather would
benefit the disciples in every way. Christ’s rettw the Father, who
Is “greater”, can only mean the beginning of a meavof grace that
would exceed all that had previously been knowhrisT's return in
glory is good news for his followers, since “it innhark the Father’'s
approval and acceptance of all that he has achienezrth.*

The final reason Christ’'s absence will not mardiseiples’ peace is
“the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father vaénd in my name”
(Jn. 14:26). This is the second of four passagdsis farewell
discourse regarding the person and work of the I9piyit, each
naming him thd araklete, or “Helper.” We are reminded here what
we observed in our study of John 14:16-17, thattbly Spirit is a
divine person who is sent, not an impersonal pdharis seized or
manipulated. It is by means of the Spirit's minjsin his behalf that
Jesus bequeaths peace to his followers, even ablssnce.

In particular, the Holy Spirit will minister peaby means of Christ’s
revealed Word. Jesus said, “he will teach youhatigs and bring to
your remembrance all that | have said to you” 13h26). This
statement has particular reference to the origlisgiples, who later
as Christ’s apostles would write the New Testamiter the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Verse 26 explamsich regarding this
inspiration: the Spirit would teach the apostlesdictrine they
would pass on in Scripture and cause them to rereethb things
Jesus had taught them during his earthly minisiohn is, of course,
letting us in on his own experience in writing tespel. He has
occasionally noted that the disciples did not ustderd an event or
saying of Jesus until after his resurrection (of.2122; 12:16; 14:26;
15:20). But the Spirit will come and help thempnlging to their
minds the whole saving revelation of Jesus forchisrch.

There are a number of important observations wealdhoake from
these verses. First, the Holy Spirit teaches daytmothing but the
same message that Jesus gave his disciples. &bvin @€nphasized
this principle because of his battles with the Ror@atholic Church,

" Mark Johnson, Ler’s Study John (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2003), 196.
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which then (as now) claimed special revelation ftbmHoly Spirit
that enabled them to contradict the Bible. Jessistied, instead, that
the Holy Spirit would convey “all that | have saalyou” (Jn. 14:26).
Calvin comments, “By this one word we may refulela inventions
which Satan has brought into the Church from thggrbeng under
the pretended authority of the Spirit.... [For] tipar$ which
introduces any invention foreign to the Gospel teaeiver and not
of Christ; for Christ promises the Spirit who welbnfirm the teaching
of the Gospel, as if He were signing it." Today, Christians face
claims by liberal scholars that the New Testamanhot convey the
actual message of Jesus since he did not himsidf mvr Our answer
Is the Holy Spirit, who taught the apostles andugrtd to their
remembrance all that Jesus had done and said.lS¢/éaae
extremists within the church who claim special tatien from the
Spirit contrary to the Bible. The Spirit, howeveraches nothing but
what Christ taught and had recorded in the Scrgstur

Second, we are reminded that our apprehension ¢sGdord is a
spiritual matter and not a merely intellectual pitrs We therefore
must pray for an understanding of Scripture andwllesometimes
wait for the Spirit’s illumination. Likewise, th@are preaching of the
gospel accomplishes nothing unless the Spirit woulig the Word
of salvation to bear upon the heart, so that wet motsonly preach
and witness God’s Word but also bathe our ministyyrayer.

Third, Jesus’ emphasis on the teaching ministphefHoly Spirit
indicates that we receive his peace today in lpegethrough the
ministry of the Word of God. Just as the Israsltéold ate the
entire Passover Lamb, Jesus said that we gain pescéall that |
have said to you” (Jn.14: 26). Jesus’ teachinginrand forgiveness,
on justification, sanctification, and glorificatipan life and death,
and on the church and the world, is all necessargdr peace. If we
are not experiencing the peace that gives, we dismdk his peace in
prayer (Phil. 4:7) and drink from the fountain @gge that flows
through the whole of his Word.

12 Calvin, New Testament Commentarres, 12:88.
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PEACE DESPITE SATAN'S ATTACKS

s Jesus prepared to depart from the Upper Roommihid was

focused not only on the unloving world that woudas crucify

him and on the disciples whom he loved so well,Hauglso
heard the coming footsteps of his greater adverSatan. Indeed,
while Jesus was delivering this very teaching,dé@el was busily
working through Judas the betrayer, the schemingsbdeaders, and
the temple soldiers who were then arming for tappointment with
Jesus on the Mount of Olives. Thus Jesus mentionedast threat
to the disciples’ peace: “I will no longer talk muwith you,” he said,
“for the ruler of this world is coming” (Jn. 14:30)

Satan is called the “ruler of this world” not besalne wrested actual
dominion from the hands of God, but because “by’&pdrmission
he exercises his tyranny in the worfd.This is the same Devil who
asked to “sift” Peter that very evening, resultindpis three denials
(Lk. 22:31), and whom Peter would later describ&awaring lion,
seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). So whyldv8atan’s
attacks not threaten the peace of Christ’'s peopgkstis answered,
“He has no claim on me” (Jn. 14:30).

Long beforehand, Satan had come in serpent fotentpt our first
parents into sin and ruin. In the first Gardewr, Erevil had found
Adam and Eve apt to his influence. But how differié would be
when Satan came to the garden in which Jesus peeskimself to be
arrested and put to death. With Jesus, the newnfdal the fountain
of a new, Spirit-empowered humanity, Satan could ga handhold.
Satan could find no chink in the armor of the Sb&od, no flaw to
exploit, no weakness to tempt, and especially nascondemn.
This can only be said about Jesus Christ, whiethi he alone could
offer himself for the sin of others and why we néed to redeem us
from the power of sin and of Satan.

C. S. Lewis captured Satan’s inability to mastesuddan his famous
novel The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. In that tale, the euvil
White Witch knows the way in which she can gainrigét to slay
the Lion King, Aslan. With what lurid evil she dghtts in every

B Ibid., 4:91.
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moment of his agony and disgrace. His death wagt&at triumph
for which her heart had long lusted. But the deepgstery which
she has never fathomed was that he would by hit de@rthrow her
kingdom utterly** So it was with the true subject of Lewis’ allegor
the Lord Jesus Christ in his atoning death, by Wwihie conquered sin,
overthrew the power of death, and laid Satan’sdamg in ruins. The
writer of Hebrews explains: “Since therefore thédren share in
flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of saene things, that
through death he might destroy the one who hapdiaer of death,
that is, the devil, and deliver all those who tlgldear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery” (Heb. 2:14-15).

Instead of being conquered by the Devil, Jesus teetiite cross of
his own choosing, in obedience to the Father’sfeillour salvation.
He said, “I do as the Father has commanded mé&asahte world
may know that | love the Father” (Jn. 14:31). Asuk now prepared
to depart the Upper Room and head to that gardefnardation, he
wanted people to know not merely how much he Igkiem but, even
more importantly, how much he loves the Fathesudavas not
tricked or overpowered in his murder but soveramghis obedience
to the will of God for our salvation. Hearing ady the footsteps of
Satan, Jesus lifted up his head, rejoicing to dheyather and
knowing that Satan’s attacks could not thwart teage that he gives,
and declared, “He has no claim on me” (Jn. 14:30).

PEACE THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST

‘ x Y ith this teaching, Jesus concluded his discourslegalisciples
in the Upper Room, urging them, “Rise, let us gofrhere”
(Jn. 14:31). On the way to the Mount of Olivesutewould

to teach them more things, yet this promise of peeas central to his

overall message. Jesus stated the reason: “Newe told you

before it takes place, so that when it does tategoyou may believe”

(In.14:29). What ultimately matters is that hidofwers believe,

since the peace Christ gives can only be recetwedigh saving

faith.

4 C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe (New York: Collins, 2000).
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Jesus, with the whole New Testament, was cleamting that his

shed blood would savingly benefit only those whheye on him,

not the entire world. Indeed, the Gospel of Joas throughout
emphasized the necessity of faith in Christ fova@abn (cf. Jn.

20:31). John summarized Jesus’ gospel offer, “Whpbelieves in
the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obedreshall not see
life, but the wrath of God remains on him” (Jn.@.3 This means

that we gain peaasith God only by confessing our need for Christ to
pay the penalty of our sin, finding our forgivenassis shed blood.

The progressive despair of Edward Hicks’ “Peacelinigdom”
paintings indicates that he never turned to Jesdshaus never found
the peace that he desired. But he must at soneehtave been told
about Christ and his peace. | say this becausaerearly painting,
Hicks depicts a child holding a branch with a ctusif grapes. That
Is a reference to Christ, the grapes pointing éohtllood he would
shed on the cross. In this painting alone, amdnaf &lick’s art
work, the banner of peace flows from Christ, whalbpicts on high
before all the world®> That painting is true, since the banner of peace
comes only from the cross of Christ, who says rf&&ace | leave
with you; my peace | give to you” (Jn. 14:27).ytfu confess your
need of his atonement for your sins and trust leinfdrgiveness and
salvation, he will grant you peace with God. Thasiyou live by
faith through prayer and God’s Word, “the peac&ofl, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your heartsyour minds in
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7).

Lastly, we should notice that because of the p#zatehe gives, not
only was Jesus able to face the hatred of an umjoworld and the
assaults of the devil, but he also called his gissito join him.

“Rise, let us go from here,” he called, summonimgn to go with

him on his way to the cross. Likewise today, Ghgiges us peace so
that we may rise and go to the world, unfazed $gaorn and
undaunted by Satan’s opposition, so that othersinkigow the glory
of God, who is great above all, believe in the gbgip Christ, and
receive through faith his matchless gift of peace.

15 Cited from Ryken, My Father’s World, 120.
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