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I.	The	Declaration	(v12)	
A.	The	statement.	
	
Exodus	3:14	God	said	to	Moses,	“I	AM	WHO	I	
AM.”	And	he	said,	“Say	this	to	the	people	of	
Israel,	‘I	AM	has	sent	me	to	you.’	”		
John	6:35	Jesus	said	to	them,	“I	am	the	bread	of	
life;	whoever	comes	to	me	shall	not	hunger,	and	
whoever	believes	in	me	shall	never	thirst.		
Psalm	27:1	The	LORD	is	my	light	and	my	
salvation;	whom	shall	I	fear?	The	LORD	is	the	
stronghold	of	my	life;	of	whom	shall	I	be	afraid?		
Isaiah	42:5–8	Thus	says	God,	the	LORD,	who	
created	the	heavens	and	stretched	them	out,	who	
spread	out	the	earth	and	what	comes	from	it,	
who	gives	breath	to	the	people	on	it	and	spirit	to	
those	who	walk	in	it:	6	“I	am	the	LORD;	I	have	
called	you	in	righteousness;	I	will	take	you	by	the	
hand	and	keep	you;	I	will	give	you	as	a	covenant	
for	the	people,	a	light	for	the	nations,	7	to	open	
the	eyes	that	are	blind,	to	bring	out	the	prisoners	
from	the	dungeon,	from	the	prison	those	who	sit	
in	darkness.	8	I	am	the	LORD;	that	is	my	name;	
my	glory	I	give	to	no	other,	nor	my	praise	to	
carved	idols.		
Isaiah	49:5	&	6	And	now	the	LORD	says,	he	who	
formed	me	from	the	womb	to	be	his	servant,	to	
bring	Jacob	back	to	him;	and	that	Israel	might	be	
gathered	to	him—	for	I	am	honored	in	the	eyes	
of	the	LORD,	and	my	God	has	become	my	
strength—	6	he	says:	“It	is	too	light	a	thing	that	
you	should	be	my	servant	to	raise	up	the	tribes	
of	Jacob	and	to	bring	back	the	preserved	of	
Israel;	I	will	make	you	as	a	light	for	the	nations,	
that	my	salvation	may	reach	to	the	end	of	the	
earth.”		
Malachi	4:2	But	for	you	who	fear	my	name,	the	
sun	of	righteousness	shall	rise	with	healing	in	its	

wings.	You	shall	go	out	leaping	like	calves	from	
the	stall.	
	
B.	The	offer.	
	
John	6:35	Jesus	said	to	them,	“I	am	the	bread	of	
life;	whoever	comes	to	me	shall	not	hunger,	and	
whoever	believes	in	me	shall	never	thirst.		
John	7:37	&	38	On	the	last	day	of	the	feast,	the	
great	day,	Jesus	stood	up	and	cried	out,	“If	
anyone	thirsts,	let	him	come	to	me	and	drink.	38	
Whoever	believes	in	me,	as	the	Scripture	has	
said,	‘Out	of	his	heart	will	flow	rivers	of	living	
water.’	”		
John	3:16	“For	God	so	loved	the	world,	that	he	
gave	his	only	Son,	that	whoever	believes	in	him	
should	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.		
Revelation	22:17	The	Spirit	and	the	Bride	say,	
“Come.”	And	let	the	one	who	hears	say,	“Come.”	
And	let	the	one	who	is	thirsty	come;	let	the	one	
who	desires	take	the	water	of	life	without	price.		
	
C.	The	requirement.	
	
Luke	9:23	And	he	said	to	all,	“If	anyone	would	
come	after	me,	let	him	deny	himself	and	take	up	
his	cross	daily	and	follow	me.		
Luke	14:33	So	therefore,	any	one	of	you	who	
does	not	renounce	all	that	he	has	cannot	be	my	
disciple.		
Jeremiah	29:13	You	will	seek	me	and	find	me,	
when	you	seek	me	with	all	your	heart.	
	
D.	The	blessing.	
	
Romans	1:18–20	For	the	wrath	of	God	is	
revealed	from	heaven	against	all	ungodliness	
and	unrighteousness	of	men,	who	by	their	
unrighteousness	suppress	the	truth.	19	For	what	



can	be	known	about	God	is	plain	to	them,	
because	God	has	shown	it	to	them.	20	For	his	
invisible	attributes,	namely,	his	eternal	power	
and	divine	nature,	have	been	clearly	perceived,	
ever	since	the	creation	of	the	world,	in	the	things	
that	have	been	made.	So	they	are	without	excuse.		
Romans	2:15	&	16	They	show	that	the	work	of	
the	law	is	written	on	their	hearts,	while	their	
conscience	also	bears	witness,	and	their	
conflicting	thoughts	accuse	or	even	excuse	them	
16	on	that	day	when,	according	to	my	gospel,	
God	judges	the	secrets	of	men	by	Christ	Jesus.		
Jeremiah	13:16	&	17	Give	glory	to	the	LORD	your	
God	before	he	brings	darkness,	before	your	feet	
stumble	on	the	twilight	mountains,	and	while	
you	look	for	light	he	turns	it	into	gloom	and	
makes	it	deep	darkness.	17	But	if	you	will	not	
listen,	my	soul	will	weep	in	secret	for	your	pride;	
my	eyes	will	weep	bitterly	and	run	down	with	
tears,	because	the	LORD’s	flock	has	been	taken	
captive.		
John	3:19	And	this	is	the	judgment:	the	light	has	
come	into	the	world,	and	people	loved	the	
darkness	rather	than	the	light	because	their	
works	were	evil.		
Ephesians	5:8	for	at	one	time	you	were	darkness,	
but	now	you	are	light	in	the	Lord.	Walk	as	
children	of	light		
John	1:9–13	The	true	light,	which	gives	light	to	
everyone,	was	coming	into	the	world.	10	He	was	
in	the	world,	and	the	world	was	made	through	
him,	yet	the	world	did	not	know	him.	11	He	came	
to	his	own,	and	his	own	people	did	not	receive	
him.	12	But	to	all	who	did	receive	him,	who	
believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	the	right	to	become	
children	of	God,	13	who	were	born,	not	of	blood	
nor	of	the	will	of	the	flesh	nor	of	the	will	of	man,	
but	of	God.		
	
II.	The	Protest	(v13)	
	
Deuteronomy	17:6	On	the	evidence	of	two	
witnesses	or	of	three	witnesses	the	one	who	is	to	
die	shall	be	put	to	death;	a	person	shall	not	be	
put	to	death	on	the	evidence	of	one	witness.		
Matthew	18:15–17	“If	your	brother	sins	against	
you,	go	and	tell	him	his	fault,	between	you	and	
him	alone.	If	he	listens	to	you,	you	have	gained	
your	brother.	16	But	if	he	does	not	listen,	take	
one	or	two	others	along	with	you,	that	every	
charge	may	be	established	by	the	evidence	of	

two	or	three	witnesses.	17	If	he	refuses	to	listen	
to	them,	tell	it	to	the	church.	And	if	he	refuses	to	
listen	even	to	the	church,	let	him	be	to	you	as	a	
Gentile	and	a	tax	collector.		
1	Timothy	5:19	Do	not	admit	a	charge	against	an	
elder	except	on	the	evidence	of	two	or	three	
witnesses.		
1	Corinthians	14:29	Let	two	or	three	prophets	
speak,	and	let	the	others	weigh	what	is	said.		
	
III.	The	Defense	(v14-19)	
A.	The	understanding	factor.	
	
Isaiah	46:9	&	10	remember	the	former	things	of	
old;	for	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	other;	I	am	God,	
and	there	is	none	like	me,	10	declaring	the	end	
from	the	beginning	and	from	ancient	times	
things	not	yet	done,	saying,	‘My	counsel	shall	
stand,	and	I	will	accomplish	all	my	purpose,’		
Romans	3:4	By	no	means!	Let	God	be	true	
though	every	one	were	a	liar,	as	it	is	written,	
“That	you	may	be	justified	in	your	words,	and	
prevail	when	you	are	judged.”		
Titus	1:2	in	hope	of	eternal	life,	which	God,	who	
never	lies,	promised	before	the	ages	began		
Hebrews	6:18	so	that	by	two	unchangeable	
things,	in	which	it	is	impossible	for	God	to	lie,	we	
who	have	fled	for	refuge	might	have	strong	
encouragement	to	hold	fast	to	the	hope	set	
before	us.		
	
B.	The	judgment	factor.	
	
1	Samuel	16:7	But	the	LORD	said	to	Samuel,	“Do	
not	look	on	his	appearance	or	on	the	height	of	
his	stature,	because	I	have	rejected	him.	For	the	
LORD	sees	not	as	man	sees:	man	looks	on	the	
outward	appearance,	but	the	LORD	looks	on	the	
heart.”		
John	7:24	Do	not	judge	by	appearances,	but	
judge	with	right	judgment.”		
John	12:47	If	anyone	hears	my	words	and	does	
not	keep	them,	I	do	not	judge	him;	for	I	did	not	
come	to	judge	the	world	but	to	save	the	world.		
Acts	17:30	&	31	The	times	of	ignorance	God	
overlooked,	but	now	he	commands	all	people	
everywhere	to	repent,	31	because	he	has	fixed	a	
day	on	which	he	will	judge	the	world	in	
righteousness	by	a	man	whom	he	has	appointed;	
and	of	this	he	has	given	assurance	to	all	by	
raising	him	from	the	dead.”		



John	5:24	Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	whoever	
hears	my	word	and	believes	him	who	sent	me	
has	eternal	life.	He	does	not	come	into	judgment,	
but	has	passed	from	death	to	life.		
	
C.	The	testimony	factor.	
	
John	10:27–30	My	sheep	hear	my	voice,	and	I	
know	them,	and	they	follow	me.	28	I	give	them	
eternal	life,	and	they	will	never	perish,	and	no	
one	will	snatch	them	out	of	my	hand.	29	My	
Father,	who	has	given	them	to	me,	is	greater	
than	all,	and	no	one	is	able	to	snatch	them	out	of	
the	Father’s	hand.	30	I	and	the	Father	are	one.	
	
D.	The	distraction	factor.	
	
Matthew	11:25–30	At	that	time	Jesus	declared,	“I	
thank	you,	Father,	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth,	that	
you	have	hidden	these	things	from	the	wise	and	
understanding	and	revealed	them	to	little	
children;	26	yes,	Father,	for	such	was	your	
gracious	will.	27	All	things	have	been	handed	
over	to	me	by	my	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	
Son	except	the	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	
Father	except	the	Son	and	anyone	to	whom	the	
Son	chooses	to	reveal	him.	28	Come	to	me,	all	
who	labor	and	are	heavy	laden,	and	I	will	give	
you	rest.	29	Take	my	yoke	upon	you,	and	learn	
from	me,	for	I	am	gentle	and	lowly	in	heart,	and	
you	will	find	rest	for	your	souls.	30	For	my	yoke	
is	easy,	and	my	burden	is	light.”	
	
IV.	The	Powerful	Side-Note	(v20)	
A.	The	prevailing	metaphor.	
	
Exodus	13:21	&	22	And	the	LORD	went	before	
them	by	day	in	a	pillar	of	cloud	to	lead	them	
along	the	way,	and	by	night	in	a	pillar	of	fire	to	
give	them	light,	that	they	might	travel	by	day	and	
by	night.	22	The	pillar	of	cloud	by	day	and	the	
pillar	of	fire	by	night	did	not	depart	from	before	
the	people.	
	
Hebrews	10:1	For	since	the	law	has	but	a	
shadow	of	the	good	things	to	come	instead	of	the	
true	form	of	these	realities,	it	can	never,	by	the	
same	sacrifices	that	are	continually	offered	every	
year,	make	perfect	those	who	draw	near.	
	
B.	God’s	sovereign	timing.	

	
Galatians	4:4	&	5	But	when	the	fullness	of	time	
had	come,	God	sent	forth	his	Son,	born	of	
woman,	born	under	the	law,	5	to	redeem	those	
who	were	under	the	law,	so	that	we	might	
receive	adoption	as	sons.		
Romans	8:38	&	39	For	I	am	sure	that	neither	
death	nor	life,	nor	angels	nor	rulers,	nor	things	
present	nor	things	to	come,	nor	powers,	39	nor	
height	nor	depth,	nor	anything	else	in	all	
creation,	will	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	
of	God	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.		
	
V.	The	Deafening	Conclusion	(v21)	
A.	The	denial	issue.	
	
John	8:12	Again	Jesus	spoke	to	them,	saying,	“I	
am	the	light	of	the	world.	Whoever	follows	me	
will	not	walk	in	darkness,	but	will	have	the	light	
of	life.”	
John	8:13	So	the	Pharisees	said	to	him,	“You	are	
bearing	witness	about	yourself;	your	testimony	
is	not	true.”		
John	8:19	They	said	to	him	therefore,	“Where	is	
your	Father?”	Jesus	answered,	“You	know	
neither	me	nor	my	Father.	If	you	knew	me,	you	
would	know	my	Father	also.”		
2	Timothy	2:11–13	The	saying	is	trustworthy,	
for:	If	we	have	died	with	him,	we	will	also	live	
with	him;	12	if	we	endure,	we	will	also	reign	
with	him;	if	we	deny	him,	he	also	will	deny	us;	13	
if	we	are	faithless,	he	remains	faithful—	for	he	
cannot	deny	himself.		
	
B.	The	eternal	issue.	
	
John	7:33	&	34	Jesus	then	said,	“I	will	be	with	
you	a	little	longer,	and	then	I	am	going	to	him	
who	sent	me.	34	You	will	seek	me	and	you	will	
not	find	me.	Where	I	am	you	cannot	come.”		
Matthew	8:11	&	12	I	tell	you,	many	will	come	
from	east	and	west	and	recline	at	table	with	
Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob	in	the	kingdom	of	
heaven,	12	while	the	sons	of	the	kingdom	will	be	
thrown	into	the	outer	darkness.	In	that	place	
there	will	be	weeping	and	gnashing	of	teeth.”		
Matthew	25:30	And	cast	the	worthless	servant	
into	the	outer	darkness.	In	that	place	there	will	
be	weeping	and	gnashing	of	teeth.’	


