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Bible Study Series: Living by Faith — Galatians

Lesson 17. The Purpose of the Law — Gal. 3:19-22

Pastor Phillip M Way

Intro: If salvation has always been by grace through faith, then why was the Law given? What purpose
does it serve?

L. The Law Proves We are Sinners — vs. 19-20
A. Added Because of Transgressions
1. Stepping Over a Boundary — trespass
2. Now we see that we are sinners — Rom. 3:23; 5:12; Isa. 53:6
3. “Grace is meaningless to a person who feels no inadequacies or need of help.” - JMac
B. Given Until the Seed Should Come
1. Guardian/Tutor — see next lesson
2. To Whom the Promise was made
C. Appointed Through Mediators
1. Angels — Acts 7:51-53; Gal. 1:8; Heb. 1:1-14; Heb. 2:2
2. Moses — Heb. 3:7-19
3. Compare Exodus 19:24 and Gen. 12:1-3
4. Judaizers exalted Moses and Angels above Christ
D. Mediated or Not?
1. Abraham was not a party to the Covenant of Promise, but a beneficiary of it
2. God alone made the Covenant with Himself, so no one mediated it
3. The Old Covenant had requirements for God and for Israel, so required a mediator —
Deut. 5:33; Heb. 8:7-13
4. The New Covenant also requires a Mediator — Heb. 9:11-28; Luke 22:20
II. The Law Proves We Need a Savior — vs. 21-22
A. Is the Law Opposed to the Promise?
1. Certainly Not!
2. The Law doesn’t give life, so it proves we need the Promise
B. Confined Under Sin
1. Locked up securely with no way of escape
2. Instead of life the law brings slavery — Rom. 6:12-23
3. The Law brings us to Rom. 7:24; Luke 19:10; and 1 Tim. 1:15



Cross References

Romans 3:23

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 5:12

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread
to all men, because all sinned—

Isaiah 53:6

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid
on Him the iniquity of us all.

Acts 7:51-53

51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your
fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who
foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 53 who
have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it.”

Galatians 1:8

8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to
you, let him be accursed.

Hebrews 1

1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in
these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He
made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become so much better than the angels, as He has by
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. 5 For to which of the angels did He ever say: “You
are My Son, today I have begotten You”? And again: “I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a
Son”? 6 But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: “Let all the angels of God
worship Him.” 7 And of the angels He says: “Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of
fire.” 8 But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the
scepter of Your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your
God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness more than Your companions.” 10 And: “You, Lord, in
the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 11 They will
perish, but You remain; And they will all grow old like a garment; 12 Like a cloak You will fold them up,
And they will be changed. But You are the same, And Your years will not fail.” 13 But to which of the
angels has He ever said: “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool”? 14 Are they not
all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?



Hebrews 2:2

2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience
received a just reward,

Hebrews 3:7-19

7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you will hear His voice, 8 Do not harden your hearts as in
the rebellion, In the day of trial in the wilderness, 9 Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, And saw My
works forty years. 10 Therefore I was angry with that generation, And said, ‘They always go astray in
their heart, And they have not known My ways.” 11 So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My
rest.’ ” 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the
living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of
our confidence steadfast to the end, 15 while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden
your hearts as in the rebellion.” 16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out
of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned,
whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but
to those who did not obey? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.

Exodus 19:24

24 Then the Lord said to him, “Away! Get down and then come up, you and Aaron with you. But do not
let the priests and the people break through to come up to the Lord, lest He break out against them.”

Genesis 12:1-3

12 Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And from your father’s
house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your
name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who
curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Deuteronomy 5:33

33 You shall walk in all the ways which the Lord your God has commanded you, that you may live and
that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which you shall possess.

Hebrews 8:7-13

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second. 8
Because finding fault with them, He says: “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 9 not according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of
Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the Lord. 10 For this
is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws
in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 11
None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know
Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them. 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and
their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” 13 In that He says, “A new covenant,” He
has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.



Hebrews 9:11-28

11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle
not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His
own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if the
blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the
flesh, 14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 15 And for this reason He
is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the
first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 16 For where
there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 17 For a testament is in force
after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives. 18 Therefore not even the first
covenant was dedicated without blood. 19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people
according to the law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and
sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which God
has commanded you.” 21 Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of
the ministry. 22 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding
of blood there is no remission. 23 Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens
should be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For
Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25 not that He should offer Himself often, as the high
priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another— 26 He then would have had to suffer
often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,
28 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear
a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.

Luke 22:20

20 Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which
is shed for you.

Romans 6:12-23

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not
present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have
dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are
not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves
slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience
leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you
became slaves of righteousness. 19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just
as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness,
sO now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 20 For when you were slaves of sin,
you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are
now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now having been set free from sin, and having
become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 23 For the wages of
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.



Romans 7:24

24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?
Luke 19:10

10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

1 Timothy 1:15

15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am chief.
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