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Introduction: John 20:30-31 – Gospel writer’s objectives: that readers might believe Jesus is the Christ and 
through believing might have life in His name. This is why what was written has been written, even 
though much has been left out. Matthew skips almost a year when he introduces the beginning of the 
ministry of Jesus – turning the water to wine at Cana, Passover at Jerusalem, driving the money changers 
from the Temple, meeting with Nicodemus, teaching around Judea, meeting the woman at the well…then 
He returned to Galilee and the pace of His ministry noticeably increases. 
 

I. The Kingdom is Coming – vs. 12-16 
A. Deadly Darkness 

1. Moving to Capernaum – Luke 4:14-30; Matt. 13:57 
a. A Central City for a Base of Ministry – see vs. 23 
b. A Military Garrison with Centurion, and a Tax Office (Matthew managed it for a 

time) – Matt. 9:1, 9 
2. Fulfilling Isaiah 9:1-2 

a. Galilee – the Circuit (Galil) of Gentile Cities  
1) A Region of 20 Cities given by King Solomon to King Hiram of Tyre – 1 Kings 

9:11 
2)  West of the Lake of Galilee, settled by Zebulun and Naphtali – Joshua 20:7 
3) Area became even more Gentile after Assyrian conquest 722 BC – 2 Kings 17:24-

34 
4) An area 50 miles north to south and 25 miles east to west, densely populated and 

more prosperous than Judea 
5) Josephus (once a military commander based there) notes that in Jesus’ day it 

consisted of 204 cities and had a population of over 15,000 
b. Sitting in Great Darkness and the Shadow of Death 

1) A highly paganized area 
2) Jews living in the region were thought to be “far off” from those living in Judea, 

morally and spiritually, not geographically, more akin to Gentiles than Jews in 
Jerusalem – Ephesians 2:11-18 

3) CHS Quote 
B. Dawning Light 

1. Teaching, Preaching, Healing  
2. The Light of the World 

a. Seeing God’s Salvation – Luke 2:25-35 
b. Men are Lovers of Darkness - John 1:4-5; 3:19-21 
c. The Light of Life – John 8:12 
d. Called into Marvelous Light – 1 Peter 2:9 
e. Walk in Light – Ephesians 5:8-14 

II. The King is Here – vs. 17 
A. Repentance – with the Kingdom comes Judgment – Luther’s First of 95 Theses 
B. Revelation – the King is here 

1. This was Announced by Preaching – Ryle Quote 
2. As You Go, Preach – The Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand – Mark 3:14; 6:12; Matt. 10:7; 

Luke 24:46-48; Acts 5:42; 1 Cor. 9:16; 1 Tim. 3:16; 2 Tim. 4:1-5 
 



Quotes 
 
“Our Lord courts not those who glory in their light, but those who pine in their darkness. He comes with 
heavenly life, not to those who boast of their own life and energy, but to those who are under 
condemnation, and who feel the shades of death shutting them out from light and hope.” – CHS 
 
“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ``Repent'' (Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to 
be one of repentance.” – Martin Luther 
 
“[Preaching] is the principal means which God has always been pleased to use for the conversion and 
edification of souls. The brightest days of the church have been those when preaching has been honored; 
the darkest days of the church have been those when it has been lightly esteemed.” – JC Ryle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cross References 
 
John 20:30-31 
 
30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this 
book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in His name. 
 
Luke 4:14-30 
 
14 Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the 
surrounding region. 15 And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 16 So He came to 
Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He 
had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed; 19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back 
to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And 
He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 So all bore witness to Him, 
and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, “Is this not 
Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! 
Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.’ ” 24 Then He said, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own country. 25 But I tell you truly, many widows 
were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there 
was a great famine throughout all the land; 26 but to none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in 
the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of 
Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 So all those in the 
synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29 and rose up and thrust Him out of the 
city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw Him 
down over the cliff. 30 Then passing through the midst of them, He went His way. 
 
Matthew 13:57 
 
57 So they were offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his 
own country and in his own house.” 
 
Matthew 4:23 
 
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. 
 
Matthew 9:1, 9 
  
1 So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. 
 
9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to 
him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him. 
 
 
 



Isaiah 9:1-2 
  
9 Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, As when at first He lightly esteemed The 
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, And afterward more heavily oppressed her, By the way of the 
sea, beyond the Jordan, In Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a 
great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 
 
1 Kings 9:11 
  
11 (Hiram the king of Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar and cypress and gold, as much as he 
desired), that King Solomon then gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 
 
Joshua 20:7 
  
7 So they appointed Kedesh in Galilee, in the mountains of Naphtali, Shechem in the mountains of 
Ephraim, and Kirjath Arba (which is Hebron) in the mountains of Judah. 
 
2 Kings 17:24-34 
  
24 Then the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, 
and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel; and they took possession of 
Samaria and dwelt in its cities. 25 And it was so, at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they did not 
fear the Lord; therefore the Lord sent lions among them, which killed some of them. 26 So they spoke to 
the king of Assyria, saying, “The nations whom you have removed and placed in the cities of Samaria do 
not know the rituals of the God of the land; therefore He has sent lions among them, and indeed, they are 
killing them because they do not know the rituals of the God of the land.” 27 Then the king of Assyria 
commanded, saying, “Send there one of the priests whom you brought from there; let him go and dwell 
there, and let him teach them the rituals of the God of the land.” 28 Then one of the priests whom they 
had carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the 
Lord. 29 However every nation continued to make gods of its own, and put them in the shrines on the 
high places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in the cities where they dwelt. 30 The men of 
Babylon made Succoth Benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, 31 and 
the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned their children in fire to Adrammelech 
and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim. 32 So they feared the Lord, and from every class they 
appointed for themselves priests of the high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high 
places. 33 They feared the Lord, yet served their own gods—according to the rituals of the nations from 
among whom they were carried away. 34 To this day they continue practicing the former rituals; they do 
not fear the Lord, nor do they follow their statutes or their ordinances, or the law and commandment 
which the Lord had commanded the children of Jacob, whom He named Israel, 
 
Ephesians 2:11-18 
  
11 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by what is 
called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— 12 that at that time you were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the 
middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and 
that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the 



enmity. 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 18 
For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 
 
Luke 2:25-35 
  
25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and 
devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 So 
he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him 
according to the custom of the law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: 29 “Lord, 
now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen 
Your salvation 31 Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 32 A light to bring revelation 
to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.” 33 And Joseph and His mother marveled at those 
things which were spoken of Him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, 
this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against 
35 (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed.” 
 
John 1:4-5 
  
4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not comprehend it. 
 
John 3:19-21 
  
19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come 
to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his 
deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.” 
 
John 8:12 
  
12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not 
walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” 
 
1 Peter 2:9 
  
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you 
may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
  
8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit 
of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is 
shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed 
are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: “Awake, you 
who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light.” 
 
 
 



Mark 3:14 
  
Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach, 
 
Mark 6:12 
  
12 So they went out and preached that people should repent. 
 
Matthew 10:7 
  
7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
 
Luke 24:46-48 
  
46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise 
from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name 
to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses of these things. 
 
Acts 5:42 
  
42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the 
Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:16 
  
16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I 
do not preach the gospel! 
 
1 Timothy 3:16 
  
16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in 
the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory. 
 
2 Timothy 4:1-5 
  
4 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at 
His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, 
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for 
themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 
But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 


