The Twelve Apostles (Luke 6:12-16)

I.  Devoted to Prayer (12; Ps. 109:2-4; Lk. 5:16; 1 Tim. 5:22)

II.  Twelve Apostles (13; Jn. 14:26; 17:18; Eph. 2:20; Jude 1:3)

III. ~ Who Are These People? (14-16; Lk. 9:54; Jn. 20:25; Acts 4:13; 1 Cor. 1:26-29; Jn. 15:16; Zech. 4:6; Acts 17:6)

IV.  Judas Iscariot, Who Became A Traitor (16b; 1 Jn. 1:5; Acts 16:31; 1 Cor. 10:12; 1 Jn. 2:19)

V.  Application: What About Us? (Rev. 21:14; Mt. 28:19-20)

Questions for Family Discussion

e When did you last devote a solid 15 minutes to focused prayer? Is it sufficient to talk to God continually
throughout the day, as we go about our business? Or must we set aside time exclusively for Him? Why?

e How can removing ourselves from distractions improve the quality of our time in prayer? For how long should
we pray—must it ever be a whole nigh?? Give some examples of situations that should drive us to extended prayer.

e What is the meaning of the word “apostle”’? What message did Jesus send by selecting twelve of them?
e What sort of men did Jesus choose to be His apostles? What does 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 teach us about this?
e Did Jesus make a mistake by selecting Judas? What can we learn from Jesus’ choice of Judas?

e Although the office of apostle has ceased, is there any sense in which you have been “sent” and commissioned to
represent Christ and share His gospel? How will you seek to fulfill this calling? What is our church’s calling?



Marks #2-3: Sacraments & Discipline (1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 11:17-34; Matthew 28:16-20)

1. Mark #2: The Pure Administration of the Sacraments (Mt. 28:18-20) Belgic Confession Art. 29a: We believe

1. Baptism (Gen. 17:12-13; Acts 2:39; 1 Cor. 7:14; Mt. 19:14) that we ought to discern diligently and very
carefully, by the Word of God, what is the
true church—for all sects in the world

today claim for themselves the name of
“the church.”

We are not speaking here of the company
of hypocrites who are mixed among the
good in the church and who nonetheless
are not part of it, even though they are
physically there.

2. 'The Lord’s Supper (Lk. 22:19; 1 Cor. 10:16; 11:27-30) Eg;y:nzrefzﬁsvtﬁi fo ffffﬁfiffrgc }tlhe

from all sects that call themselves “the
church.”

The true church can be recognized if it has
the following marks: The church engages
in the pure preaching of the gospel; it
makes use of the pure administration of
the sacraments as Christ instituted them; it
practices church discipline

for correcting faults.

II.  Mark #3: The Practice of Church Discipline (Mt. 18:15; CO 52-53)

In short, it governs itself according to the
pure Word of God, rejecting all things
contrary to it and holding Jesus Christ as
the only Head. By these marks one can be
assured of recognizing the true church—
and no one ought to be separated from it.

III.  Four Reasons Church Discipline Is Essential
1. It Takes God’s Judgment Seriously (1 Thess. 4:6; Rom. 2:8)
2. It Protects the Church from Infection (1 Co 5:6; Hb 12:15f; 1 Ti 5:20)
3. It Protects the Reputation of Christ (Lv 11:44; Ez 36:21; 1 Co 5:1)
4. It Provides for Restoration (1 Co 5:5; Lk. 15:7; 2 Co 2:7-8; Hb 12:11)

IV.  Conclusion (Mt. 16:18)

Questions for Family Discussion

e Why does properly administering the sacraments matter? How can a church’s sacramental practice help you
determine whether it is a true church? How should we determine how serious a particular sacramental error is?

e How do you think the widespread neglect of church discipline has affected American Christianity? What is church
discipline all about? Is it intended ultimately to “condemn you” or “get rid of yor”’? Why must it be practiced?

e Why is it so important to follow Matthew 18:15 before you tell the Consistory about someone’s sin?
e How should you use the three marks of a true church: (i) for finding a #ew church? (i) in your gurrent church?

e How are the three marks of the true church (incl. sacraments & discipline) related to the centrality of the gospel?



