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THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT OF 1949
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The gray area on the inset marks the Old City. In the war for independence the
Jordanians took over East Jerusalem and a large portion of land on the west bank of the
Jordan River, thereby narrowing Israel, seen here in blue, to approximately nine miles at
its narrowest point. Egyptian troops overran the Gaza strip in the west as well as the
southern outskirts of Jerusalem. Despite tremendous losses, the new Jewish state
survived. In 1949 Israel signed armistice agreements with Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and
Transjordan, which in April 1949 changed its name to Jordan. One of the major
consequences of this was Jordan's annexation of Judea and Samaria. The international
community, with the exception of Britain and Pakistan, did not recognize this annexation.
This territory became a launching ground for constant terrorist attacks against Israel's
civilian population.



POST WAR ARAB PERSECUTION IN ARAB COUNTRIES
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Approximately 720,000 Arabs, encouraged by their leaders to leave, fled from
what is now Israel between April and December, 1948. The Arab leaders promised them
that they would soon be able to return following Israel's destruction. In some cases the
Jews, including Israel's first Prime Minister, David Ben-Gurion, urged the Arabs to
remain, promising that they would not be harmed. Those who remained became full and
equal citizens of Israel, while those who chose to leave went to neighboring Arab states.
Instead of welcoming their Arab brothers, and integrating them into the mainstream of
their societies, the Arab states kept them in squalid refugee camps and used these
Palestinians refugees as political pawns in their fight against Israel.



THE JEWISH REFUGEES 1948-1972
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In 1945 there were more than 870,000 Jews living in the various Arab states. Many
of their communities dated back 2,500 years. Throughout 1947 and 1948 these Jews were
persecuted. Their property and belongings were confiscated. There were anti-Jewish riots
in Aden, Egypt, Libya, Syria, and Iraq. In Iraq, Zionism was made a capital crime.
Approximately 600,000 Jews sought refuge in the State of Israel. They arrived destitute,
but they were absorbed into the society and became an integral part of the state. In effect,
then, a vertible exchange of populations took place between Arab and Jewish refugees.
Though, while the Jewish refugees became full Israeli citizens, the Arab refugees
remained "refugees" according to the wishes of the Arab leaders.



THE FEDAYEEN RAIDS 1951-1956
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The Jordanian annexed region became a source of many terrorists’ attacks against
Israel’s citizens. In 1945 there were about 870,000 Jews living in the surrounding Arab
countries. The Muslims call them the Dhimmi. During 1947 and 1948 the Arabs
persecuted these Jews. Yemen Egypt, Libya, Syria and Iraq had anti-Jewish riots. Due to
the wishes of their Arab leaders, the Arabs in Israel did not become citizens but remained
in internment camps and remained “refugees.” Those refugees who lived in Israel and in
Judea and Samaria began raiding the Jews.

Having lost in battle, Palestinian Arab terrorist groups, called "Fedayeen", began
systematic raids against the Israeli civilian population. Thirteen hundred Israelis were
killed and wounded by Arab terrorists between 1949 and 1956. The "Fedayeen" operated
from bases located in and controlled by Egypt, Lebanon and Jordan. This type of terror
continues on today with different groups. The Muslim nations continue to fight against
the Jews through guerilla warfare and economic methodologies. All the while they solicit
the endorsement of the world press to be sympathetic to their cause. It is a guerilla,
economic and political war that is being carried out.



THE SINAT CAMPAIGN

L]
The Mediterranean Sea {-m
-’.
Gaza f
7
Port Said s
. Israel
\
Bir Rod Abs Awegia \
Salim 4
> Kw*ﬂ'
4 -« = N 2
Bir Galgafa Bir Hasane < 1
' \
4

R
El Kug(llla !
© Kol ot en-Noiher e

Ras Sudar Sinai E Tomed “'&"

One major economic event of the Ishmael and Isaac struggle was the Suez Crisis,
also known as the Suez War or Suez Campaign. This was a 1956 war fought on Egyptian
territory. The conflict pitted Egypt against three allied nations, France, the United
Kingdom and Israel. The alliance between the France and the United Kingdom and Israel
was largely one of economic security; the European nations had economic and trading
interests in the Suez Canal, while Israel wanted to open the canal for Israeli shipping. All
three interests were financial. By the conclusion of the war, only Israel realized positive
gains. The roots of the crisis extend back to 1952, when officers in the Egyptian army
overthrew the monarchy under King Farouk. Abandoning policies, which were co-
operative with European powers, the new government desired to undertake a more
nationalistic and assertive stance. This led to conflict with Israel and the European
powers over the Suez Canal.



Throughout 1956, conflict increased between Israel and Egypt, with Israel
launching frequent sorties into Egyptian territory and Egypt increasingly defending itself.
Egypt, under the leadership of President Gamal Abdul Nasser, blockaded the Gulf of
Aqgaba and closed the Suez Canal to Israeli shipping. At the same time, Egypt
nationalized the canal, a vital trade route to the east, in which British banks and business
held a forty four percent investment. Throughout the nationalization process the
Egyptians usurped title to the canal. They of course believed it was their right to do so.
The British Prime Minister, Anthony Eden, felt compelled to persuade the British public
of the need for war and compared Nasser's nationalization of the Suez Canal with that of
the industrial and commercial nationalization of businesses under Mussolini and Hitler
twenty years earlier.

On October 29th, Israel invaded the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula and made
rapid progress towards the Canal Zone. As per the agreement, Britain and France offered
to reoccupy the area and separate the warring armies. Nasser (whose nationalization of
the company had been greeted with deliritum by Egyptian crowds) refused the offer,
which gave the European powers a pretext for a joint invasion to regain control of the
canal and topple the Nasser regime. The campaign progressed as planned at first, but the
European forces never reached the canal itself. Although Israel captured the Gaza Strip in
the course of the war, the whole episode is usually regarded in Britain as an
embarrassment. Eden was forced to resign because of a combination of ill health and
opposition from Labor and his own party over the invasion of Egypt.

The invading forces were forced to withdraw in March 1957 under pressure from
the United States, which saw good relations with the third world as being more important
than defending Anglo-French interests. Perhaps more significantly, the United States also
feared a wider war after the Soviet Union's offer to intervene on the Egyptian side. After
the withdrawal, the United Nations established the UN Emergency Force (UNEF) to keep
peace in the area. There were a few thousand casualties, mostly Egyptian, many civilian.

It is important to note that the super powers of the United States and the Soviet
Union injected themselves into this issue. The campaign therefore broadened and took on
a larger scope than the regional conflict it started out to be. The crisis greatly improved
Nasser's stature within the international Arab communities. The crisis realized the
transfer of power to the two superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union. Both
of these are the present major political and military powers in the east/west division of
the imperialistic Roman Empire after Valentinian in 364 A.D.



THE S1x-DAY WAR 1967
PREPARATION OF ARAB FORCES, MAY 1967

Soldiers Tanks Jets
Egypt 270,000 1400 550
Syria 65,000 550 120
Jordan 55,000 300 40
Lebanon 12,000 130 35
SArabia 50,000 100 40
Iraq 75,000 630 200

During the early months of 1966, it became clear that Israel's neighbors were
escalating activities against her. More and more Israeli civilians were killed in attacks
coming from the Syrian and Jordanian borders. The Syrians, from atop the Golan
Heights, shelled Israeli towns indiscriminately.

On May 15, 1967, Egyptian forces moved into the Sinai.



On May 18, Egypt expelled the U.N. Peacekeeping forces from Israel's borders.
On the 22nd, the Egyptians closed the Straits of Tiran to Israeli shipping.

On the 25th, encouraged by Egypt - Syria, Jordan, Iraq and Saudi Arabia moved their
troops to Israel's borders.

In the weeks leading up to the Six Day War, Arab leaders repeatedly threatened
Israel with annihilation. Together with Egypt's ejection of United Nations forces, the
closing of the Straits of Tiran, and the massing of troops on Israel's northern and southern
borders, the fiery rhetoric created a state of constant fear in Israel.

The Following quotes from Egypt’s president Nasser fully explain the situation.

Our aim is the full restoration of the rights of the Palestinian people. In other words, we
aim at the destruction of the State of Israel. The immediate aim: perfection of Arab
military might. The national aim: the eradication of Israel." — President Nasser of Egypt,
November 18, 1965

"Brothers, it is our duty to prepare for the final battle in Palestine." — Nasser, Palestine
Day, 1967

"Our basic objective will be the destruction of Israel. The Arab people want to fight . . .
The mining of Sharm el Sheikh is a confrontation with Israel. Adopting this measure
obligates us to be ready to embark on a general war with Israel." — Nasser, May 27, 1967

"We will not accept any ... coexistence with Israel. ... Today the issue is not the
establishment of peace between the Arab states and Israel .... The war with Israel is in
effect since 1948." — Nasser, May 28, 1967

"The armies of Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon are poised on the borders of Israel . . . .
to face the challenge, while standing behind us are the armies of Iraq, Algeria, Kuwait,
Sudan and the whole Arab nation. This act will astound the world. Today they will know
that the Arabs are arranged for battle, the critical hour has arrived. We have reached the
stage of serious action and not declarations." — Nasser, May, 30, 1967 after signing a
defense pact with Jordan's King Hussein

"We are now ready to confront Israel .... The issue now at hand is not the Gulf of Aqaba,
the Straits of Tiran, or the withdrawal of UNEF, but the ... aggression which took place in
Palestine ... with the collaboration of Britain and the United States." — Nasser, June 2,
1967

Jordanian Quotes

"All of the Arab armies now surround Israel. The UAR, Iraq, Syria, Jordan, Yemen,
Lebanon, Algeria, Sudan, and Kuwait. ... There is no difference between one Arab people



and another, no difference between one Arab army and another." — King Hussein of
Jordan, after signing the pact with Egypt May 30, 1967

Iragi Quotes

"The existence of Israel is an error which must be rectified. This is our opportunity to
wipe out the ignominy, which has been with us since 1948. Our goal is clear — to wipe
Israel off the map. We shall, God willing, meet in Tel Aviv and Haifa." — President Abdel
Rahman Aref of Iraq, May 31, 1967

Palestinians

"D-Day is approaching. The Arabs have waited 19 years for this and will not flinch from
the war of liberation." — Ahmed Shukairy, Chairman of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, May 27, 1967

"This is a fight for the homeland — it is either us or the Israelis. There is no middle road.
The Jews of Palestine will have to leave. We will facilitate their departure to their former
homes. Any of the old Palestine Jewish population who survive may stay, but it is my
impression that none of them will survive." — Shukairy, June 1, 1967

"We shall destroy Israel and its inhabitants and as for the survivors — if there are any —
the boats are ready to deport them." — Shukairy, June 1, 1967, speaking at a Friday
sermon in Jerusalem

Syrian Quotes

Syria's forces are "ready not only to repulse the aggression, but to initiate the act of
liberation itself, and to explode the Zionist presence in the Arab homeland. The Syrian
army, with its finger on the trigger, is united.... I as a military man, believe that the time
has come to enter into a battle of annihilation." — Syrian Defense Minister Hafez Assad,
May 20, 1967

"Our two brotherly countries have turned into one mobilized force. The withdrawal of the
UN forces ... means 'make way, our forces are on their way to battle."" — Foreign Minister
Makhous on his return from Cairo

Others
"The freedom of the homeland will be completed by the destruction of the Zionist entity
and the expulsion of the Americans and the British from the region." — Algerian Prime

Minister Houari Boumedienne

"We want war. War is the only way to settle the problem of Israel. The Arabs are ready."
— Yemeni Foreign Minister Salam



Modeled after the November 1966 Egyptian-Syrian "defence" pact, other pacts were
signed by Egypt with Jordan and Iraq on May 30th and June 4th, thereby completing the
encirclement of Israel. Interestingly, Egypt’s move was, in part, in reaction to false Soviet
information passed to Syria according to which Israel had mobilized forces on her border
with Syria in preparation for an invasion of Syria.
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NEXT SESSION: THE SIX-DAY WAR PART II
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