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I NTRO. For quite sonme tine | have been contenpl ating
speaking on the trials of the Christian life. On ny heart
was the subject of 1 Peter 1:6-7 (read 3-7). | thought |
had spoken on these verses not so |long ago, but found it
was 13 years ago. At that | did two nmessages on this

subj ect, and in going over that I found that when | was
doi ng those nessages a young Jew sh | ady sent us a note at
Chri strmas. Her husband had been in Bible school where |
taught sone years before that. Her nane was Shauna
Macl nt osh. And that Christmas, over 13 years ago she sent
us a letter saying that they were excited to see what the

Lord had next for themin life. Well, little did she know
that the next change of events would be to find her husband
dead underneath their car. | expect he was working on it.

That | eft Shauna as a young wi dow with four children.

Wien | viewlife in this present world, all around ne | see
pain and trials and troubles and sin and sickness and
sorrows. It is true that life is not all trials. There are
some true joyous occasions along the way of the Christian's
journey, but trials seemto be a very big part of it. Just
in this past while, in a very short tinme nmy wife and I
found ourselves in the darkest valley. The strains of what

| face sonetinmes wants to eat into our lives and ny wife
bears the brunt of a lot of it. | appreciate your goodness
to us during pastor appreciation nonth. Thank you, each one
of you. Sonetinmes | just don't know how to properly express
a thank you to so many of you. But may | encourage you, in
it all, remenber the pastor's wfe.

| have lived a few years already, at |east enough to
observe sone facts of life. One of those is that life is
made up of a consi derable anmount of grief and sorrow and
trials and troubles. And second, | have cone to the

concl usion that though I do not see how, nor understand
much of the ways of God, | know that God is good, and | am
wel | convinced that all things do work together for good to
t hose who | ove God.

And so, with regard to our text, | amnot speaking on the
first part of verse 6, which is the nmain clause to both
verses. But let nme briefly note this main clause. Peter



says, "lIn this you greatly rejoice.” Wen he says, 'In
this.! he is speaking of rejoicing in our salvation. It is
in verse 5 that we find that '"In this' refers to our

sal vation which is ready to be revealed in the last tine.

But after this main clause, the rest of these two verses is
prefaced with the preposition 'though'. This word expresses
a concession. But it also introduces a fact, and that fact
Is the fact of trials in this present life. And those
trials is the subject of our message this norning.

. THE FACT OF TRIALS

So, Peter wites, "In this you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while, if need be, you have been
grieved by various trials..." The word though has
introduced us to a fact, and it is a contrasting fact
to that of the believer's rejoicing in his salvation.
The contrast to that rejoicing is the fact of having
been grieved by various trials. But let us |ook at

t hese verses piece by piece. Wiat is revealed to us
first is the tinme of these trials; when they are and
for how long they wll continue.

A. The tinme of these trials
1. Now

Note first that the tine of these trials is now
There is no doubt that you and | are no exception
to this fact of trials. But it is conforting that
they are only now, and before us lies a salvation
ready to be reveal ed. Then these trials will be
over. The trials of life are now, in this present
life. Tomorrow they will be over. W sing the
song, "Sone glad norning when this life is o're
"1l fly away."” It is a word of encouragenent to
know that these trials are only "now. "

But, "There is com ng a day when no heart-aches
shall cone, No nore clouds in the sky, no nore
tears to dimthe eye. There'll be no sorrow
there, no nore burdens to bear, No nore sickness
no pain, no nore parting over there; And forever
Il will be with the One who died for ne, What a
day, glorious day, that will be." You see, these
trials are only now. Soon they will be over.



O those OTF saints listed in Hebrews 11, it says,
"These all died in faith, not having received the
prom ses, but having seen them afar off were
assured of them enbraced them and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrins on the
earth.” There trials were 'now . And now they are
past .

2. For alittle while

Second, let us note for how long these trials
will be. For this, notice that our text says,

t hough now, for a little while.” | want you to
think big wwth nme this norning. Let us say you
could take a roll of paper and roll it out around
our own gal axy, the MIlky Way. This galaxy is
about 100,000 light years in dianeter. That is
about 314,000 |ight years in circunference. One
light year is six trillion mles. And | et us say
you could make a line with a pencil all the way
around on that paper that goes around the M ky
Way. Now take a pencil and nmake one dot on that
line. Let us say the line represents eternity,
which it does not because eternity cannot be
nmeasured. But let us say it does, and | et us say
the dot represents the entire |length of the given
time of Iife of 70 years. Now that |ine
represents eternity with God and that dot
represents the time of your trials on earth.
There you have a little idea what is nmeant by
"now, or 'for alittle while'.

You see, this life with its trials is "now' and
it is but "for alittle while.” | think in Iight
of that conparison, which is an understatenent,
we should say with Paul in Romans 8:18, "For |
consi der that the sufferings of this tinme are not
to be conpared with the glory which shall be

revealed in us." It is but for alittle while.
B. The condition related to these trials
Now | et us proceed a little further into our text. It
goes on to say, ".though now for a little while, if
need be, you have been grieved by various trials.” If

need be? Are there sone of us who do not need trials?



Now | ask you, does this "if' indicate there are sone
Christians who do not need trials. Well, the word if
expresses a condition. And there are four cl asses of
conditions in the original |anguage of the NT. From
the way a clause is worded you can tell which kind of
condition it is. But if it is prefaced by the

condi tional word ei and followed by the indicative
nmood of the verb it is a condition of reality. That is
what we have here. The translation m ght well be given
thus, "if it is necessary that you have trials, and it
Is..."

One of the nysteries of the kingdomof God is the

necessity of trials. I amwell convinced by |life and
by Scripture that if |ost people did not have trials
they would all go to hell. If you and | had not

experienced trials before we got saved we woul d never
have becone saved. And if you and | as Christians did
not have trials, we would not becone Iike Christ. So,
if it was not for trials, God' s whole plan would lie
inruins. And that is why God said to Adam "Cursed is
the ground for your sake." So, now for a little while,
if need be, and it is, you have been grieved by
various trials.

C. The nodification of these trials - various

Now notice that the word trials is nodified by the
adj ective, "various." W do not all go through
identical trials but we all go through trials. And
these trials are of various sorts. There are one
hundred mllion different kinds of trials, but they
are all trials. Many are conmon to us all. Sone are
common to a certain kind of person. Sone are nore
conmon in one place than another, but they are al
trials.

And | would say, if the devil can, he will turn you
out of the narrow path because of trials. Wen God
gave perm ssion to the devil to give Job a workout, he
used every kind of trial he could think of that would
make this man turn out of the way. Now | want to tel
you sonet hing about these various trials. Many, nmany
Christians who started out on the right path will w nd
up in hell because they becane bitter and rejected God
by the onslaught of trials. You see, if this was never
successful, the devil would not use it so nmuch. Wen



Christians are persecuted a percentage of them deny
God for freedomfromtorture or death.

Now l et nme nake a |little note here about the word
translated "trials' in the NKIJV. It is translated
"tenptations' in the KIV. It may carry that sense, but
inthis text, | believe, it is used in the sense of
testings or trials. And let ne rem nd us of another
fact regarding these trials and testings. In all the
path of trials in this present |life, we need to
remenber that our Savior too faced them And unlike
nost Christians, His earthly |life ended on a very
cruel cross.

"The road is too rough; "Dear Lord,
There are stones that hurt ne so."

And He said, "Dear child, | understand.
| wal ked it |ong ago."

But there's a cool, green path,"” | said.
"Let ne walk there for a tine."
"No, child," He gently answered ne;
"the green road does not clinb."

"My burden," | said, "is far too great.
How can | bear it so?"
"My child,” He said, "I renmenber its weight-

| carried My cross, you know. "

"But," | said, "I wish there were friends with nme
Who woul d nake ny way their own."

Ah, yes!: He said, "Gethsenmane
Was hard to face al one.”

And so | clinbed the stony path-
Content at last to know

That where ny Master had not gone
| would not have to go.

And strangely then I found new friends.
The burden grew | ess sore
As | renmenbered: Long ago
He went that way before!
Aut hor not given.

1. THE PURPOSE OF TRI ALS



A. To Test Qur Faith

So, |let us consider the purpose of trials as given in
our passage. You see, our text goes on to answer a
question for us. W mght say, "Lord, what is the
purpose of all these trials for You?" Verse seven
begins with an inportant word, the word "that', as 'in
order that' or 'for the purpose of'. The Apostle Peter
wi |l now open a w ndow i n our understanding of God and
the reason He allows trials into our |ives.

So, listen to our text, "though now for a little
while, if need be, you have been grieved by various
trials, IN ORDER THAT the genui ness of your faith.be
found to praise, honor and glory at the revel ation of
Jesus Christ.” Now | want to say sonething here that I
believe is inportant in our subject. God may all ow
difficult things into our lives, either to try our
faith or to chasten us for some thing that needs to
change in our lives. Let us be ever so careful not to
m st ake chastening for wong behavior or trials for
genui ness. And how do you know the difference? See if
your heart is clean fromknown sin.

Now | et nme nmake one ot her conment here. When a person
is truly saved, there cones a rejoicing of heart and
you want everybody to have this experience. Everything
just seenms to be incredibly good. And then God begins
to do a deeper work in one's life, and so the trials
cone. And in the mdst of these trials, we may even
come to where we wonder if we were ever truly saved.
We can even cone to the point where we are not very
excited about telling others of this wonderful life
that turned into a seem ng nmess of trials. | have
given you the illustration of the rock polisher. God
pi cked us up out of the mry clay, washed us off, and
said, "This one looks like it will be beautiful." And
so after He picked us out of the mry clay, we felt
all cleaned up and everything was glorious for a
while. And then He put us into the water, and then He
put other rocks into the water with us too. And then
He put in the grit. And then He turned on the polisher
until we very well felt Iike begging for the tunbler
to stop for a while. But | will tell you sonething.
When we endure by faith, we can rest assured the day
is comng when God will pick this polished gem out of
the tunbler for the last tinme. And then He will say,



"Cone home ny child. | amdone. Your faith is
genui ne." That is the purpose of these trials.

Maybe when you becanme a Christian you thought you were
i nvinci ble and had great faith, above many others. But
now you' ve been a Christian for sone tinme and the
trials of Iife have left their mark on you and

possi bly you even are wondering if you can go on with
the Christian |ife. Consider the purpose of your
trials this norning. They are there to test the

genui ness of your faith!

So Peter wites in 4:12, "Beloved do not think it
strange concerning the fiery trial whichis to try
you, as though sone strange thing happened to you..."
May | ask you this norning, do you find yourself in a
mx of trials, and you say, "This is strange. | never
thought | was like this. What is going on here?" And
let me bring God's Wrd to bear on your heart,

"Bel oved, do not thing it strange concerning the fiery
trial."

Now, you see, God is trying our faith. The Cal vini st
says our faith is a gift fromGod. It is not really
"our' faith. It is God's faith. Now why woul d He have
totry the faith He gave us? Didn't He give us good
faith? But it is not Hs faith that is under test, it
is our faith. This faith is our responsibility! W
nmust believe and we nust go on believing. No matter
what our circunstances or trials, we nust believe. It
nmust be our choice to believe no natter what befalls
us.

Now | want you to see how val uabl e a commodity genui ne
faith is to God. Peter says it is much nore precious
than gold that perishes. And | ask, to whomis this
genuine faith worth so nuch? Is it so valuable to God
or to us? Wll, I may be wong, but |I have concl uded
that this faith is so valuable to God. There is one
thing He | ooks for above all others. You can find that
from Cenesis to Revelation, and it is this: genuine
faith. So the witer of Hebrews says, "Wthout faith
it is inpossible to please God."

Now notice that genuine faith is considered above the
val ue of gold. That is especially relevant today with
souring gold prices. And I want to try to give you a



little picture of how absorbed God is in seeking
genuine faith inus. | did alittle exploration for
gold for a small conpany far in the north of British
Columbia. | got sone idea of this thing of gold and
its value. And I amnot sure if it was these nen or
sonebody else, but I was told of several nen who ran a
gold claim And they finally got to sluicing the dirt.
They have a sluice box and put the dirt into it and
then wash the dirt out with water while any gold sinks
to the bottomand is caught in little ridges at the
bottom of the sluice box.

When these nen finally got to sluicing, gold fever hit
one of the nen so hard that they could not get him
away fromthe sluice box. Msquitoes and bugs were
biting himand he did not even try to chase them away.
He had one all consum ng passion, and that was | ooking
for gold. It got so bad they could not reason with him
and they had to tie himdown and take hi mout.

This man was | ooking for gold that perishes. Now

want you to notice that our faith is not as precious
as gold, nor is it nore precious than gold; it is MJCH
MORE PRECI OUS than gold that perishes! And | do not
want to |iken God to sonmeone who has gone nmad about
sonme very valuable commodity, but | want you to see
God wth this all consum ng passion of bringing about
genuine faith in us. He is all absorbed in this one
thing that pleases H m above everything el se. And so
many go into the sluice box for testing, but they just
wash out the end of the sluice box of no val ue. But
every once in a while a nugget sinks to the bottom
And when God finds this nugget, He will put it in a
crucible to test its genuiness.

So, | want us to notice one nore thing here in our
text which says, "...that the genuiness of your faith,
bei ng much nore precious than gold that perishes,
though it is tested by fire.” Let me give you an
illustration of testing gold from Ary Carm chael,

m ssionary to India s underpriviledged. She wites in
her book Gold Cord, "One day we took the children to
see a goldsmith refine gold after the ancient manner
of the East. He was sitting beside his little charcoa
fire." (Let me nention her that Any Carm chael then
inserts this part of a verse, "He shall sit as a
refiner”". She also adds that the gold or silversmth



never | eaves his crucible once it is on the fire.) She
then goes on to say, "In the red glow |lay a comon
curved roof-tile; another tile covered it like a |id.
This was the crucible. In it was the nedici ne made of
salt, tamarind fruit and burnt brick-dust, and
enbedded in it was the gold. The nedicine does its
appoi nted work on the gold, then "the fire eats it,"
and the goldsmth [ifts the gold out with a pair of
tongs, lets it cool, rubs it between his fingers, and
if not satisfied puts it back in fresh nmedicine. This
time he blows the fire hotter than it was before, and
each tine he puts the gold into the crucible the heat

of the fire is increased: 'It could not bear it so
hot at first but it can bear it now what woul d have
destroyed it then helps it now' 'How do you know

when the gold is purified? we asked him and he
answered, 'when | can see ny face in it [the liquid
gold in the crucible] then it is pure.'"

As gold is tested by fire, faith is tested by trials.
No fire, no pure gold. No trials, no pure faith. Now
it is sinply instructive to know how the goldsnith
determ nes whether the gold is pure. He | ooks into the
cruci ble, and when the gold reflects his inmage |ike a
glass mrror, he knows it is pure. As long as it does
not do that, it is not fully genuine. God knows H's
trials have purified our faith when He can see H's Son
Jesus Christ in us. Wien we reflect the inage of
Christ, which He is seeking to conformus to, then the
trials of life have brought about that which God
sought..

Now t hat container that is used by the refiner of gold
is called a crucible. It is a heat resistant container
used to heat netals to extrene heat. And when God
finds the gold of faith in a person, He puts himin
the crucible and then He turns up the heat. And at
extrene tenperatures the test of the genui ness of
faith begins. | ask you, is your faith real ?

Our deacon, Phil Friesen gave a message on assurance
of salvation a while ago. He quoted Dr. D. James
Kennedy in 'The Evidence Bible', who says: "The vast
majority of people who are members of churches in
America today are not Christians. I say that without
the slightest fear of contradiction. I base it on
empirical evidence of twenty-four years of examining



thousands of people." Having asked you if your faith
is real, may | ask you, how are you doing in the
cruci ble of trials?

B. To Reward Qur Faith
1. The content of this reward

Now l et us go a little further in our text to the
reward of genuine faith after it has come out of
the crucible. Notice these words, "...that the
genui ness of your faith, being much nore precious
than gold that perishes, though it is tested by
fire, may be found to praise and honor and gl ory!

Now we m ght well ask the question: will it be to
God' s praise and honor and glory, or the
believer's. | think it is the believer whose

faith has been tested and found genuine. He wl|l
be prai sed and honored and given glory by God

Al mghty Honself! In Matthew 25, when the

ri ght eous were judged the Lord said, "Cone, you
bl essed of My Father.." The Lord praised these
victorious believers. And He calls them bl essed
of the Father. In 25:21 it says, "His lord said
to him "Well done, good and faithful servant;
you were faithful over a fewthings, | wll nake
you rul er over many things. Enter into the joy of
your lord." In verse 23 we have al nost the sane
wor ds.

| believe that in heaven, that which these trials
have brought forth will be displayed for all. God
will be vindicated for taking the believer to
heaven by this display, and He will praise, and
honor, and expose the glory of these believers
for all the rest of the inhabitants for al
eternity! It may well be that here on earth, few
m ght know of what you have achi eved by faith.
There may be genuine faith exposed in you by the
work of trials which nobody recogni zes here on
earth. But in glory, it will all be reveal ed and
we wll rejoice in one another as well as in God.
Maybe a good part of eternity will be taken up
getting to know how each of our |lives of faith
was tested and how we overcane.



Now | would be remiss not to tell you that it
says that '.it MAY BE FOUND to prai se and honor
and glory.' The verb is a subjunctive. There are
t hose who have cone to trials they found
unbear abl e, and they gave up. Sone, at such
trials, abandon faith altogether. This life, this
"little while' is the test. Do not give up in the
cruci bl e.

2. The time of this reward

But notice now further, the tinme of this reward.
The Apostle Peter desires that our faith be found
to praise, honor and glory at the revel ation of
Jesus Christ. | want to assure you this norning,
dear pilgrim the revelation of Jesus Christ is
not far away. Soon, and very soon, we shall see
the King. On, if only I were el oquent enough to
give us a glinpse of the King of Kings and the
Lord of Lords when He returns. But in [ight of
such huge truths, this stamrering tongue can only
tell you it will be worth it all when we see H m
As | 1l ook around, the signs of his return are
everywhere. They are there in nature. They are
there in the nations. They are there in deadly
mal adi es and they are there in the fal se
religions. They are even there in the churches
that are departing fromthe faith. And "Just a
few nore weary days and then, we'll all fly away."

CONCL. And so, | ask, is your faith genuine yet? Is ny
faith genuine yet? Sone tine ago | edited a short witing
and called it seven evidences of the crucified life. Let ne
edit it alittle nore and read it like this:

1. When you are forgotten, or neglected, or purposely set at naught, and you don't sting and hurt with the
insult or the oversight but your heart is content and restful in Christ, THAT IS AN EVIDENCE OF PURE
GOLD.

2. “When your good is evil spoken of, when your wishes are crossed, your advice disregarded, your
opinions ridiculed, and you refuse to let anger rise in your heart or even defend yourself, but take it all in
patient loving silence,” THAT IS AN EVIDENCE OF PURE GOLD.

3. “When you lovingly and politely bear any disorder, any irregularity, any unpunctuality, or any
annoyance; when you can stand face to face with waste, folly, extravagance, spiritual insensibility...and
endure it as JESUS endured it,” THAT IS AN EVIDENCE OF PURE GOLD.

4. “When you are content with any food, any offering, any raiment, any climate, any society, any solitude,
and interruption by the will of GOD,” THAT IS AN EVIDENCE OF PURE GOLD.



5. “When you never care to refer to yourself in conversation, or to record your own good works, or itch
after commendation, when you can truly love to be unknown,” THAT IS AN EVIDENCE OF PURE
GOLD.

6. “When you can see your brother prosper and have his needs met, and can honestly rejoice with him in
spirit and feel no envy nor question GOD, while your own needs are far greater and in desperate
circumstance,” THAT IS AN EVIDENCE OF PURE GOLD.

7. “When you can receive correction and reproof from one of less stature than yourself, and can humbly
submit inwardly as well as outwardly, finding no rebellion or resentment rising up within your heart,”
THAT IS AN EVIDENCE OF PURE GOLD.

A young | ady by nane of Janie was raised by the staff of

t he Buckner's Bapti st O phanage in Dallas Texas. But at an
early age she had been di agnosed with Leukima, and the
doctors had given no hope for her. Her Leukima went into
rem ssion. She later married WIIiam Metzgar and becane
Jani e Metzgar. He was an Assenbly of God preacher and Janie
becane the nother of five children. But in those years she
lived in a lot of pain. In those years she wote many songs
and hymms, one of which all of you have heard and nost of
you have sung. | want our sound folk to put this a song on
fromthe internet sung by the Cathedrals. Feel free to sing
with them

| amgoing to a city
Where the streets of gold are laid,
Were the tree of life is bloom ng,
And the roses never fade.

In this world we have our troubles,
Satan’s snares we nust evade;

We'll be free fromall tenptations
Wiere the roses never fade.

Loved ones gone to be with Jesus,
In their robes of white arrayed,

Now are waiting for ny com ng
Where the roses never fade.

Chor us:

Here they bl oom but for a season,
Soon their beauty is decayed;

| amgoing to a city
Where the roses never fade.



