
Doctrines of Grace Introduction

The five points of Arminianism (from Jacobus Arminius 1559-1609) are in contrast to the five points 
of Calvinism. The Arminian five points are


• Human Free Will – This states that though man is fallen, he is not incapacitated by the sinful 
nature and can freely choose God. His will is not restricted and enslaved by his sinful nature.


• Conditional Election – God chose people for salvation based on His foreknowledge, where God 
looks into the future to see who would respond to the gospel message.


• Universal Atonement – The position that Jesus bore the sin of everyone who ever lived.


• Resistible Grace – The teaching that the grace of God can be resisted and finally beaten so as to 
reject salvation in Christ.


• Fall from Grace – The Teaching that a person can fall from grace and lose his salvation.


The five points of Calvinism were developed in response to the Arminian position (See Arminianism). The 
five points of Calvinism are


• Total depravity: that man is touched by sin in all parts of his being: body, soul, mind, and 
emotions.


• Unconditional Election: that God’s favor to Man is completely by God’s free choice and has 
nothing to do with Man. It is completely undeserved by Man and is not based on anything God 
sees in man. 


• Limited atonement: that Christ did not bear the sins of every individual who ever lived, but 
instead only bore the sins of those who were elected into salvation. 


• Irresistible grace: that God’s call to someone for salvation cannot be resisted. 


• Perseverance of the saints: that it is not possible to lose one’s salvation.


Tonight: Acts 13:48:


