Sermon Notes and Daily Devotional Mr. Ernest Shipman
First Congregational Church of Woodstock January 15, 2023

Morning Worship Service: Psalm 100:1-5

A Psalm of Praise in All of Life

1. ‘Make a joyful noise to the Lord’

2. ‘Serve the Lord with gladness!’

3. ‘Know that the Lord, He 1s God!’

4. ‘Enter His gates with thanksgiving’

5. ‘For the Lord is good’

SO WHAT (why do | need this sermon?)



OT Reading: Genesis 1:1-5

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.?The earth
was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * And God saw that
the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. ® God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening
and there was morning, the first day.

NT Reading: Revelation 22:12-13, 16-17

12«Behold, | am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay
each one for what he has done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and
the last, the beginning and the end.”

16<T, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the
churches. | am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
1"The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say,
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take
the water of life without price.

Gospel Reading: John 1:1-5, 9-17

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 2 All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was
life, and the life was the light of men. ® The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it. ...

°The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the
world. 1°He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world did not know him. ' He came to his own, and his own people did not
receive him. 2But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God, 3 who were born, not of blood nor
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. *° (John
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.””) 1 For from his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. !’ For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.



