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The Holy Spirit gives us all we need to face whatever God allows into our lives.

I. Christians are to cultivate the gifts God has given us. (V. 6)

Timothy, my son, | am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made
about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle well... (1 Timothy 1:18)

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers
in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the public
reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. Do not neglect your gift, which was given
you through prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you. (1 Timothy 4:12-14)

There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working,
but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good... All these are
the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
(1 Corinthians 12:5-7, 11)

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13)

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the
very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that
in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for
ever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:10-11)

Therefore, let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to
maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith
in God, instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead,
and eternal judgment. And God permitting, we will do so. (Hebrews 6:1-3)

They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. (Acts 6:6)

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted and
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. (Acts 13:2-3)



1. Christians should not be cowardly. (v. 7a)

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid (cowardly-NET, fearful-KJV)? Do you still
have no faith?” (Mark 4:40)

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

He said to me: “It is done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the
thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. Those who are
victorious will inherit all this, and | will be their God and they will be my children. But the
cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice
magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur.
This is the second death.” (Revelation 21:5-8)

I11. Christians are supplied with the resources we need for a godly life. (v. 7b)

Power = Greek dunamis: strength, energy, ability.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When | came to you, I did not come with eloquence
or human wisdom as | proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know
nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. | came to you in weakness
with great fear and trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, S0 that your faith might not
rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. (1 Corinthians 2:1-5)

| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he
exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked,
not only in the present age but also in the one to come... (Ephesians 1:18-21)

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of
him who called us by his own glory and goodness. (2 Peter 1:3)

Love = Greek agape: the ability to love less than lovable people.
The goal of this command is love... (1 Timothy 1:5a)
As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain
in his love. | have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be



complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one
than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what |
command. (John 15:9-14)

But perfect love drives out fear... (1 John 4:18b)

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. (1 Peter 4:8)
But the fruit of the Spiritis love... (Galatians 5:28)

Self-discipline = Greek sofronismos: soundness of mind, moderation and self-control.

So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in
conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want... But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. (Galatians 5:16-17, 22-23a)

IVV. Christians should not be ashamed of the Gospel or its faithful proclaimers. (v. 8a)

For if anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son
of Man will also be ashamed of him when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.” (Mark 8:38)

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness
of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The
righteous will live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17)

| eagerly expect and hope that | will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so
that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to
live is Christ and to die is gain. (Philippians 1:20-21)

And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and
unashamed before him at his coming. (1 John 2:28)

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles... | ask you,
therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory.
(Ephesians 3:1,15)

V. Christians should expect to suffer because of our loyalty to the Lord. (v. 8b)

Suffering: Greek: sugkakopatheo. a partaker in mutual suffering
Lit. with others, to suffer, evils



“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no
more. But | will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been
Killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold
for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.

“I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man will also
acknowledge before the angels of God. But whoever disowns me before others will be
disowned before the angels of God.” (Luke 12:4-9)

A. To know how to help others.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God
of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble
with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For just as we share abundantly in the
sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. If we are distressed, it is for
your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you
patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we
know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. (2 Corinthians
1:3-7)

B. To teach humility.

Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, | was given a thorn in my flesh, a
messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from
me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong. (2 Corinthians
12:7-10)

C. To form good character.

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been
given to us. (Romans 5:3-5)

D. To be good examples for those yet to come.

Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the
land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be
patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against one another,
brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!

Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered.



You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The
Lord is full of compassion and mercy. (James 5:7-11)

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if
you do what | command. (John 15:13-14)

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps. (1 Peter 2:21)

E. As a part of God’s judgments.

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests
on you. If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or
even as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God
that you bear that name. For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it
begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And,

“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful
Creator and continue to do good. (1 Peter 4:12-19)



