EXPOSITION OF EZEKIEL p. 88
Message #16 Ezekiel 13:1-23

We are living in an age of religious deception.rigias religions, various denominations, various
ministries and televangelists have duped peopl®biuiillions of dollars and duped people into
believing lies.

When Jesus was here on earth, He warned His owipléis to see to it that no one misleads
them or deceives them because many will try (i.attM24:4-5). He specifically warned that
there are many “false prophets” who are religioasds. They come looking the part of one
of the sheep, but in fact they are wolves (Matt5716).

There are actually two different kinds of falsegitets. There are those who represent false
deities and those who speak things that are fedégagng their messages are from God.

One of the things that many of these wolves sdlyasthey get revelatory visions or revelatory
messages from God. This is claimed by the MormibresMuslims, Seventh-Day Adventists
and some Catholics. This is claimed by many Pestats and those in the Charismatic
movement. They all claim God told them somethiagdnd the Bible. They are all false and
they are corrupt and they will suffer the judgmeh@God.

This kind of thing is not new to us; this was happg back in the days of Ezekiel. There were
men and women who were claiming they were propbie®od, when in fact they weren’t. They
were telling Israel that they knew God and His Wand they were telling them things that
weren’t true. In fact, they were dangerous andatea) which is specifically stated urerse 6

Now the real prophet of God was Ezekiel and Godtadhim to point this out to the people of
God. This data, agerse 1says, came to Ezekiel by “the word of the LORDViis is not
Ezekiel coming up with some scheme or messagestcpr this business came to him directly
from God. What God wants Ezekiel to do here iy ¢asee:

GOD TOLD EZEKIEL TO PROCLAIM THE TRUTH ABOUT FALSE  PROPHETS
AND PROPHETESSES BY PROPHESYING AGAINST THEM AND PROCLAIMING
WHAT GOD WILL DO TO THEM.

Verse 2makes it clear that this prophesy is aimed straagjfthose who claim they are prophets.
This prophecy is aimed straight at those who cliiey get direct messages from God and then
go out and tell the people that.

PART #1 —God tells Ezekiel to prophesy against the falepipets.13:2-3

We live in a politically correct world that wants tolerate all religious beliefs, even those that
are contrary to the Word of God. Well God doestalgrate it and He did not want Ezekiel to
tolerate it. He wanted Ezekiel to target the falsgphets and preach against them. Most think
we need to love and coddle those in false religidfe need to speak against them.
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There were at least six specific messages He wa&irekiel to give them:

Message #1 Tell them their prophecy is from their own imadina and inspiration.13:2a

These false religious leaders were inventing thargs saying they were inspired by God. They
were making this up. They were telling people @ade them some extra Biblical revelation
when in fact they invented it in their own mindBheir words and their messages came out of
their own hearts and minds, not out of God’s Word.

| cannot tell you the number of times | have saiddmeone concerning their opinion, it doesn’t
square with the written Word. They don't care.

Message #2 Tell them they need to listen to the Word of Gdgd:2b

Here is the straight forward truth concerning albple—people need to carefully understand the
Word of God. They need to listen to that and niatiach of religious mumbo-jumbo. This is
what people need to hear, the written Word of God.

Message #3 Tell them they will face a woe judgmerit3:3a

The “woe” warnings and judgments are the worst kihghdgments in the Bible. In fact, the

final three judgments of the Great Tribulation, g¥hare horrifying judgments, are classified as
“woe” judgments (Rev. 8:13). So when God sayszekiel tell these false prophets “woe,” it is
very serious. False teachers and prophets ajastatonfused; they are heading to serious judg-
ment. Any who lead people away from God’s Word &ath will face serious consequences.

Message #4 Tell them they are foolish13:3b

Religious leaders do not like to be called fooligtalse religious leaders want to be viewed as
great scholarly “men of the cloth.” God tells Emtkyou go tell them they are foolish because
they are not seriously dedicated to Me and My Word.

Just this week the pope told the priests that tioey have the power to forgive a woman who
has had an abortion. Do you really believe that?you really believe a sinful man has the
power to forgive a sinful woman? This is foolisledlogy. These are false religious leaders and
they are leading people away from truth.

Message #5 Tell them they are following their own spirit, ndty spirit. 13:3c

These men are not following God’s Spirit, they fewing their own spirit. | think one of the
great contemporary illustrations of this is Mormsmi The Mormons say we have a “burning in
the bosom that their testimony is true.” Theititasny is a bunch of mumbo-jumbo that is not
true and yet they feel it. That is what false peaw; they follow their own feelings, not the
Word of God.
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Message #6 Tell them they have seen nothing3:3d

The Lord was not the source of their messages;whasg the source of their own messages.
God had not spoken to these people and these peidptet speak for God.

PART #2 —God tells Ezekiel to prophesy about false propteetsrael. 13:4-7

Ezekiel was not only to preach against the falgplpets, he was to preach to Israel about the
false prophets. God gave Ezekiel specific realittecommunicate about these false prophets:

Reality #1 -Israel’s false prophets have been like foxes ammomg. 13:4

We could call them “fox-prophets” or “jackal-propghé These creatures make their comfor-
table dens among fallen ruins. They do not make ttens in thriving places. This is what false
prophets do. They move in not among the stronggatmong the weak and broken down and
they prey on them with their false teaching.

Reality #2 - Israel’s false prophets do not go after strongopeor into strong placesl3:5

The false prophets go after defenseless peopley dd not go after people who are strong who
breach or attack cities or build strong walls ofethse around a city. They go after those who
are weak and ripe for their attack.

Reality #3 - Israel’s false prophets see false thin@8:6a

These people are always talking about seeing thivajs5od showed them. They are not
carefully studying the Word; they are just makihopgs up and using the Word as part of their
evidence.

Reality #4 - Israel’s false prophets are demonic liat8:6b

Do you see what is said here? False teachersraptigis are not naive and confused, they are
demonic liars. They twist the truth of God to thaivn gain.

Reality #5 -Israel’s false prophets have not been sent by G8dbc

| recently heard a man say, “God called him to gihe¢a The problem was God didn’t seem to
call him to study and if you don’t study, you rgaillaven’t been called to preach because Paul
told Timothy to “study to rightly divide the word.Many ministers and missionaries claim they
have been sent by God, when in fact it is justrtbein imagination.



p. 91
Reality #6 -Israel’s false prophets have a false, sincere h@pesd
False prophets really believe what they are sagimjteaching. They really think they know
what they are talking about. They put their engternal hope on themselves, and not on the
Word of God.
Reality #7 -Israel’s false prophets see false demonic thingscéaim it is from God.13:7
God says you did not get your messages from Meyowdrd. It is a very dangerous and
damnable offense to stand up before people angil@agot your message from God when you
really didn't.
Almost every false religion claims that there wame vision from God. Islam claims
Muhammed got a special vision. Mormonism claimsept Smith got a special vision.
It is demonic. None of it is from God.
PART #3 —God tells Ezekiel to pronounce His judgments @anftiise prophets13:8-16

God basically says | want you to reveal two judgtwesrnings against the false prophets:

Judgment Warning #1 -God is_against false prophets3:8-12

God is against false prophets. He is not favordbtbem and He is not on their side. These
false prophets will never be right with God andaat asverse 8says God’s hand is against
them.

They see false visions and demonic revelationeyill not have any place at all in the
council of God’s peoplév. 8). They will not be written down in the registerlsfael and they
will not enter the Promised Larfd. 9). False religious leaders had better take a seriousdk
at this text. They are not heading to rewards in baven; they are heading to hell.

Now verse 10makes it clear that the reason for the judgmebécause they have misled people.
In Ezekiel's day they misled Israel, the peoplé&old. They were telling God’s people that they
were at peace with God, when they weren’t. Thagd message of peace was like “a flimsy
wall with whitewash.”

Their messages had no substance to them. Theytidake the people strong. They put
religious whitewash on the wall but when the staame there was no strength and the people
realized it was all a shogv. 11-12)

False religious leaders will one day be exposeavftw and what they are.
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Judgment Warning #2 -God will pour out His wrath on false prophetis3:13-16

God says | will specifically target false prophetith My destructive wrath. It would not just be
flimsy walls destroyed; God would destroy the fgisephets and He would target their false
religion. They would be targets of His wrath. tive end they will all be gone and that includes
not just the false religions of the world, but etka false teachers and prophets of Is{a2i16).
This is a serious text.If a teacher tells people they are at peace wittl, @en they aren't,

God declares | will judge that teacher and He mitleive My wrath. Many ministers are
promoting things in their churches that are natttigA Bible church in this area is promoting
“Rockin’ Christmas.” This is evil. They are t&l§f people this is of God. It is evil.

PART #4 —God tells Ezekiel to stand against false proplseted 3:17-23
In every dispensation there have always been wamhenclaim they are speaking for God,
when in fact they aren’t. We have them in our daiiere are witches and spiritualists and

women of Christian Science and fortune tellers wilagm they are of God. They are all liars.

There were female prophetesses back in the ddyselfiel who were proclaiming satanic
religious things and leading God'’s people astrajergaying they were from God.

They were getting people to wear “magic charms” aawibus clothing things. They were
actually tracking down the people of God and tryimgonvince them to follow them and their
teaching.

Their motive is seen in verse 19, moneyThese false women were motivated by money and
material gain. They would say things that weretnat for “handfuls of barley and fragments of
bread.”

Because of this God says you pronounce My judgnmantiem:

Judgment #1 -God is_against false religious womet3:20

Judgment #2 -God will tear them to shred4.3:21

Judgment #3 -God will put an end to their false visions andthel3:22-23

What this chapter teaches us is that there areamé&nvomen who go into ministry by a motive
of prominence, power and wealth. They are notésted in the truth of God. They are not
interested in properly communicating the Word otiGd@ hey like the limelight and they like the

money.

To such people God says | will crush you and dgstow.



p. 93

There is a very serious warning given in | Cor.73:5od says if anyone destroys the temple,
God will destroy them.

Now at the end oferse 23 God says, “I will deliver My people out of youamd.” God will
always protect and preserve those who love HimHisdVord. In a world filled with false
teachers and false ministers and false denomirgatind false religion, we have the whole
counsel of God. Let us always stay focused ortidts because God'’s truth is the truth.



