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





















































 



























































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















 















 

 



























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






















 




 




 





 


 



 



 





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
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


































































 

Attitudes of Grace 

Ephesians 4:29- 5:2 
By Phillip G. Kayser at DCC on 8-26-07 

Introduction 

E. Replace destructive attitudes with gracious attitudes (vv. 31-32) 

1. Put off the grave clothes of the old man 

a) All Bitterness = “the bitterness associated with grief, disappointment, hate 

and anger” (NIDNTT) sharpness, harshness, animosity, spitefulness, 

resentment (see BDAG) 

b) Wrath = “anger erupting, anger that boils over but soon subsides” (Fields). 

It can be rendered as “outbursts of passion” (Barclay). It refers to a bad 

temper or explosions of anger. 

c) Anger = “a settled disposition of indignation, an angry outlook upon 

everything” (Fields). It can be rendered as “long-lived anger” (Barclay). 

Whereas wrath is spontaneous, this is more premeditated. 

d) Clamor = “loud quarrelling” (margin); “a loud outcry, loud speech based 

on ungoverned feelings” (Fields). It is “quarrelsome shouting” (F.F. 

Bruce) or “the loud self-assertion of the angry man, who will make 

everyone hear his grievances” (Findlay). 

e) Evil speaking = This is a reference to the foul language or “cussing” that 

comes when a person gets angry. 

f) All Malice = “ill will, desire to injure” (Fields). It refers to an “evil 

inclination of mind… that even takes delight in inflicting hurt or injury on 

one’s fellowman” (Hendriksen). It is “resentment that has turned even 

more sour, so that … we wish to see them suffer” (Deffinbaugh) or have a 

“desire to injure” (Hodge). 

2. Put on the new-life-clothes of Christ (4:32-5:2) 

a) Be kind to one another. “Kind” means “gentle, kind, agreeable.” 

(Mounce), “manageable, mild, pleasant” (Thayers). The most basic 

meaning refers 

a) “to that which causes no discomfort, easy” (BDAG) and has sub-meanings 

of “kind, loving, benevolent” (BDAG). Another dictionary has, 

“friendliness, kindness, mildness” (NIDNTT). 

b) Tenderhearted 

c) Forgiving one another 

d) Supernatural love 

3. Aids to help us get out of these clothes 

a) See the steps of the first sermon 

b) Ask the Spirit to help you to realize the stench of the grave clothes 

c) Ask the Spirit to give you a new appreciation of the sweet aroma of the 

new clothes provided by the Christ 

(a) Fresh realization of our forgivness (4:32) 

(b) Imitating God’s forgiveness and care for us (4:32; 5:1) 

(c) Seek God’s Spirit for true love versus indulgence (5:2) 

(d) Cloth yourself in Christ’s legal righteousness (5:2) 

(e) Daily depend upon Christ’s sweet smelling cologne (5:2) 


