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"Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them, “You brought me
this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this
man guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing
deserving death has been done by him. I will therefore punish and release him.”

But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— a man who had been
thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder."” - Luke 23:13-19, ESV

It's always been amazing to me to see what a polarizing person Jesus was during His time on earth. It seems
people either loved Him or plotted to kill Him. Of course, that's not really true: Herod and Pontius Pilate
seemed disinterested in Jesus. They didn't want to put Him to death, but they also didn't want to follow
Him. I guess the real question that has puzzled me over the years is this: Why were some people so
threatened by Jesus that they wanted Him to die?

As I've thought about it, I've realized that people are just as threatened by Jesus today. In fact, it's often the
same Kind of people who are threatened by Jesus: religious people, especially powerful religious leaders. Of
course, people today don't openly oppose and challenge Jesus; they are more subtle and nuanced. Instead
of seeking to crucify Jesus, they seek to redefine Him, to co-op Him for their agenda. They say "Away with
this man!" just as passionately as people did 2,000 years ago, only they say it with the forked tongue of a
snake instead of the demanding shouts of a crowd.

So, why are people so threatened by Jesus that they seek to crucify Him or re-define Him away? I think it's
as simple and as despicable as this: Religious leaders are often peddling false gospels, either false ways to
gain access to God or false promises of blessing from God. So, when Jesus was here on earth and He openly
challenged the false religious leaders of His day, they killed Him. Today, they distort, manipulate or ignore
His word to make Him the spokesperson for their false religion.

Here's one sobering fact, especially for those of us who fit the description of "religious leader": It's almost
always the religious leaders who do the most violence to Jesus. And the number one reason Scripture gives
for religious leaders doing violence to Jesus is loving the praise of men more than approval from God. This
is a sober reality for any preacher who ever hesitated to speak the truth because of who it might offend or
who "played to the crowd" a little too much in a sermon: The approval and acclaim of people is the same
road that led religious leaders to crucify Jesus.

People are still busy doing away with Jesus in the name of religion, including the religion of politics. May
the Lord have mercy on us and keep us from betraying our Lord for self-motivated gain!



