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Philippians 2:1-2 

 Paul continues to focus on unity in the church. 
 Philippians 2:1-4 are a long sentence that is focused on making Paul’s “joy complete” by being “like-

minded”. All the ministry, demonstration and teaching that Paul has provided will not reach the fullness 
of his goal if the Philippians are NOT unified.  

o First, 2:1, Paul makes an appeal to the church to strive for unity 
o Second, 2:2, Paul describes unity or “the same mind” as having these characteristics: 

 Having the same love 
 Being in full accord 
 Being of one mind 

o Third, 2:3-4, Paul list some of the objectives of unity and describes how a “one-minded” people 
will think and behave. 

 In Rome Paul recognized envy and rivalry within the church (Philippians 1:15) and experienced the 
opposition from the selfish ambition of some of the Roman church leaders (Philippians 1:17).  

 It appears that Epaphroditus had reported, at least, some minor cases of the same envy, rivalry and 
selfish ambition that destroyed the “like-minded” unity breaking out in the Philippian church (Philippians 
4:2, Euodia and Syntyche). It is possible the situation was bigger than just these two women since Paul 
is spending the focus of his letter on the issue of unity. 

  

 
Philippians 2:1 - “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy,  

 
 This verse begins with “therefore” or “so” which means this section is coming in response to the 

previous verses 1:27-30 expression of the need for the church to stand firm in the face of persecution 
without being intimidated so that they can fulfil their responsibility to the world for the Lord.  

o The assumption is that the church will not be able to testify to the world and the church will not 
be able to withstand persecution from the world if the church cannot be “like-minded” and 
unified. 

o If internal issue are dividing the church then it is clear persecution will extinguish the church. 
This is true unless the persecution purifies the church and causes the church to unite over 
something larger than their internal worldly issues. 

 The natural man with his diverse personalities, points of view, background experiences, 
career/personal/family goals, etc. is a difficult creature to convince (manipulate? motivate? force?) to 
work in unity with a group of other humans who all have their own personalities, backgrounds and goals 
already intertwined into a collective group with its own unique group leaders, goals, standards, etc. In 
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fact, given enough time and opportunity these groups (example: churches) will divide because of any 
one of a wide variety of issues. 

 In 2:1 Paul is calling on the church of Philippi to look NOT to human reason or motivation, but instead to 
God (Trinity) and: 

o The encouragement they have being in Christ today with the hope of tomorrow 
o The comfort they have of being loved by God who is the judge of the world 
o The participation of fellowship with the Holy Spirit who provides the supernatural manifestation 

of divine affection and sympathy in their own characters 
 “Encouragement” - the Greek paraklesis which can be translated “encouragement” or “exhortation”. 

o Christ’s resurrection and power over ALL should make everything else (church position, 
personal standing, offensive behavior/comments, etc.) fade 

 “Comfort from love” - A person who understands they are loved by God (and, forgiven and being 
forgiven as they continue to mature) should be able to express that same love (forgiveness) to others 

 “Participation in the Spirit” - “participation” is koinonia meaning “fellowship”.  
o This indicates that the presence, power and passion of the Holy Spirit himself is within the 

believer.  
 To fail to manifest the Holy Spirit’s affection (tenderness) and compassion means the 

person is REFUSING to manifest these character traits (fruits) of the Spirit. 
 There are four “if”s in 2:1 (Greek ei), but these are not unknown. Instead, these if’s are first class 

condition are usually translated “since”.  
o Paul is making an assumption that is true (4x) in 2:1.  
o These four assumptions are going to lead him to his conclusion in 2:2, which is the imperative 

“complete my joy”! 
  

 

 

Philippians 2:2 - “complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and 
of one mind.  

 
 Paul’s “joy” likely refers to the completeness of his work with the Philippians and the full manifestation 

of his labor as an apostle. 
o See 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
o Paul desired to be able to present to the Lord on the Day of the Lord a mature group of 

believers. The results would include rewards for Paul. 
 Phronete is “like-minded” in the phrase in 2:2a that could be translated, “that you set your minds on the 

same thing” 
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o This verb phronete is used ten times in Philippians (and, 13 more times in Paul’s other letters; a 
total of 23 times in Paul’s writings.) 

o The letter opens in 1:7 referring to Paul’s attitude toward the Philippians 
o The letter ends in 4:10 (2x) referring to the Philippians attitude toward Paul. 
o Phronete is used again in: 

 2:5  
 3:15 (2x) 
 3:19 
 4:2 
 Also, note phronete is used in Romans 12:3; 12:16 and 15:5 

o Phronete does NOT mean “to think about; to meditate; to reflect” 
o Phronete DOES mean “to set one’s mind on”. It is the sharing of a life principle. It includes 

agreeing on values, people. It is unity of purpose, and in this case, it is unity of a life based on 
the value of knowing Christ, the Gospel and the Philippian’s shared citizenship in heaven. 

o Phronete is best defined here by reading 2:6-11. 

 

 

Philippians 2:3 -  “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves.  

 
Philippians 2:4 -  “Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

 
Philippians 2:5 - “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  
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Philippians 2:6 - “who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 

 
Philippians 2:7 - “but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  

 
Philippians 2:8 - “And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.  

 
Philippians 2:9 - “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name,  
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Philippians 2:10 - “so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth,  

 
Philippians 2:11 - “and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
 


