ISRAEL

Part 2: The Nation of Israel

Israel was the descendants of Abraham & 12 sons of Jacob

Ex. 1:1 These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his
household: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan and
Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5 All the descendants of Jacob were seventy persons; Joseph was
already in Egypt. 6 Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 7 But the
people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly
strong, so that the land was filled with them.

1 - “Nation” title is confusing today

Gen. 10:32 These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their
nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.

Gen. 12:1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that | will show you. 2 And | will make of you a great nation, and | will
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.
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2 - The People of Israel — A survey from the Exodus to the Captivity

Ex. 19:3 while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying,
“Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have
seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to
myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be
my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the people of
Israel.”

Josh. 21:43 Thus the LORD gave to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And
they took possession of it, and they settled there. 44 And the LORD gave them rest on every
side just as he had sworn to their fathers. Not one of all their enemies had withstood them, for
the LORD had given all their enemies into their hands. 45 Not one word of all the good
promises that the LORD had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.

David

1Sam. 13:14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought out a man after
his own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be prince over his people, because you
have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”
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2Sam. 7:12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, | will raise up your
offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and | will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall
build a house for my name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 | will be to
him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, | will discipline him with
the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart
from him, as | took it from Saul, whom | put away from before you. 16 And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.”” 17 In
accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.

1Kings 4:29 And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and breadth
of mind like the sand on the seashore, 30 so that Solomon’s wisdom surpassed the wisdom of
all the people of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt.

1Kings 4:34 And people of all nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and from all the
kings of the earth, who had heard of his wisdom.

2Chr. 9:22 Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom. 23 And
all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had
put into his mind.

1Kings 11:4 For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and
his heart was not wholly true to the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father.

1Kings 11:6 So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and did not wholly follow the
LORD, as David his father had done.

1Kings 11:9 And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from
the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice 10 and had commanded him
concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods. But he did not keep what the
LORD commanded. 11 Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, “Since this has been your practice
and you have not kept my covenant and my statutes that | have commanded you, | will surely
tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your servant. 12 Yet for the sake of David your
father | will not do it in your days, but | will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 However, |
will not tear away all the kingdom, but | will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David my
servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that | have chosen.”
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2Kings 17:6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria, and he carried
the Israelites away to Assyria and placed them in Halah, and on the Habor, the river of Gozan,
and in the cities of the Medes.

2Kings 17:23 until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had spoken by all his servants
the prophets. So Israel was exiled from their own land to Assyria until this day.

2Kings 18:11 The king of Assyria carried the Israelites away to Assyria and put them in Halah,
and on the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes,

Ezek. 39:23 And the nations shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their
iniquity, because they dealt so treacherously with me that | hid my face from them and gave
them into the hand of their adversaries, and they all fell by the sword.

Josephus
"...the ten tribes are beyond the Euphrates till now, and are an immense multitude and not to

be estimated in numbers.” (Josephus, Flavius. Antiquites. p. 11:133)

Judah

2Kings 22:8 And Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of
the Law in the house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it.
2Kings 22:11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes.

2Kings 22:13 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning
the words of this book that has been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled
against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all
that is written concerning us.”



