EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW p. 229
Message #102 Matthew 28:11-20

Matthew’s Gospel ends with a conspiracy to suppttess$ruth about Jesus Christ by religious
leaders and a commission to spread the truth asJehkrist directly from Jesus Christ. The
resurrection of Jesus Christ produced a lot obaciind counteraction. On the one hand, you
have a group moving quickly to respond to truth andhe other had you have a group moving
quickly to remove the truth.

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST CAUSED THE HARD-HEARTED RELIG-
IOUS JEWS TO LIE AND REJECT THE TRUTH, WHICH MOVE D GOD TO SEND
THE TRUTH TO ALL NATIONS THROUGH HIS DISCIPLES.

Matthew is such a sad book for Israel. Jesus @mdeffered Himself as King and He offered
Israel her kingdom and she rejected Him. Then idd dnd rose again and she rejected that. So
the book of Matthew ends with Jesus telling Hivetedisciples to take the truth to all nations.
Matthew is one sad story for Israel, but it is aeity an encouraging story for Gentile nations.

PART #1 —The_conspiracy of religious leaders to keep th#htof Christ’s resurrection from
reaching Jewish peo#8:11-15

Fact #1 -The_report of the soldiers to the chief pries8:11

Verse 1linforms us that while the women were on their wainform the disciples of Christ’s
resurrection, the guards were on their way to mftine chief priests of the same reality. Now
this Roman guard had been stationed at the tonthlate (27:65-66) and they were not only
guarding the tomb, they had sealed the tomb. Thesrls felt the earthquake and saw the angel
which rolled back the stone (28:2-4). They wenthi chief priests to inform them of this
heavenly appearance. They knew this was from Imeand they knew this was from God.

Fact #2 -The_plan of the religious leaders to keep petpia truth. 28:12-14

The adjective “large” means that this was a comatlle sum, which was sufficient enough for
these soldiers to risk their own lives for this epup story (Smith, p. 215). A Roman soldier
who lost what he was guarding could be executeds(A2:19). In fact, when another divine
earthquake occurred in Philippi, the Roman jailaswoing to kill himself because he thought
his prisoners had escaped (Acts 16:26-28). Sditlsl money was sufficient for these soldiers
to not only keep quiet, but actually lie and sag Hisciples stole the body while they were
sleeping on the jof28:13) Think what these religious leaders are doingy-tre paying out
ministry money to keep people from knowing thehrut

Verse 14says that the religious leaders said they woulchisgjthings with Pilate and keep them
out of trouble andrerse 15says the soldiers took the money and spreadebaiid the Jews
believed it.
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PART #2 —The_commission of Jesus Christ to His eleverotout to all the nations28:16-20

| want you to notice thaterse 16begins with a very sharp contrasting conjunctioat:” What
this means is in sharp contrast to what was goingith Israel, Christ’s disciples went to
Galilee to meet Jesus and were about to learmefieassignment. In contrast to what was
happening in Israel, something wonderful was abmiappen in the Gentile nations. This is so
sad because the King should have been meetingusalem. The reason He is in Galilee is
because He has been rejected.

In Matthew’s final communication between the Godahiend His disciples were the following
realities, and notice that this is given to “theven disciples.” There is a great debate among
theologians whether this commission to these disgils our commission in the Church Age.
Some say it is and others say it is not. In fggtically two extreme positions are held—one
extreme says this is the only commission givemé&QGhurch and the other says this has no
application whatsoever to the Church.

Reality #1 -All authority in heaven and on earth is given &suk Christ 28:18
Reality #2 -You eleven go and make disciples of people oihatlions .28:19a
This is a specific assignment to these Jewishglesito go to Gentile nations.
Reality #3 -You eleven are to_baptize people in the namaefltrinity. 28:19b

Notice a tremendous proof of deity occurs in thasse. The noun “name” is singular—in the
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Reality #4 -You are to teach people to observe everythingvelcommanded yol28:20a

Now these eleven did not know Church Age truthhet time. What they knew is that Jesus was
the Messiah of Israel who had been rejected. Hsyknew He did on the cross for sins and
that any who would believe in Him would have lifld. A. Ironside brought out an interesting
point. He said it is too bad that many missionnages and missionaries miss the fact that we are
to teach people the Word of God, the things comradrxy Jesus Christ. It is not our job to give
heathen nations a secular education. There amamiagencies that tragically believe they need
to maintain secular schools and colleges. Thi®igpropagating the Gospel.

Reality #5 -You are to know that | am with you to the endthaf age.28:20b
To what age was Jesus referring? To the end addbevhich featured all nations, not Israel.

Although Jesus would not remain physically withnthéde would be spiritually with them until
one day He would be with them again physically.



