
The Lord’s Day ~ March 7, 2021
   God Calls Us to Worship & Welcomes Us                                                                                 Galatians 1:3-5

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
4who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, 

according to the will of our God and Father, 
5to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

   Seeking God’s Blessing on Our Worship

* Praising God in Song                                                                                               See the Destined Day Arise



* Declaring Our Faith                                                                                                                      Philippians 2:6-11
   

I believe that Christ Jesus,
6being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something be grasped,

7but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.

8And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
and become obedient to death—even death on a cross!

9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,

10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

   Taking Our Requests to God in Prayer

   Presenting & Dedicating Our Offerings to the Lord



   God Speaks through His Word                                                                                                Matthew 27:15-26
15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner

whom they wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is
called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while
he was sitting on the judgment seat, his  wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that
righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests
and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again
said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.”
22Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him
be crucified!” 23And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him
be crucified!” 

24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning,
he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's
blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our
children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him
to be crucified. 

“What People Want, What God Wants”
March 7, 2021

Matthew repeatedly contrasts the uprightness of Jesus, God’s beloved Son, with the evil of 
representatives of corrupt humanity. Here Matthew reveals humanity’s shameful desires.

The religious leaders desired fame and respect; they wanted what Jesus had (27:18).

Pilate desired gain towards his goals; he wanted what Jesus could acquire for him (27:24).



21; see also Acts 3:14-15).

But God desires to save sinners; he wants what Jesus accomplished to bless all who turn from 
wickedness (Acts 3:19 & 26).

Jesus Invites Us to His Table                                                                                                1 Corinthians 11:23-26
23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

  Jesus Calls on Us to Partake Worthily                                                          1 Corinthians 11:27-29
27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty
concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread
and drink of  the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats  and drinks
judgment on himself.

  Receiving the Bread & Cup in Faith                                                              Luke 22:19-20 & Matthew 26:28

“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

“This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood...which is poured out for many for
the forgiveness of sins.”



* Responding to God’s Grace in Song                                                           O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

   

* God Dismisses Us with His Blessing

*Please stand if able



Announcements
• After worship, enjoy fellowship downstairs, and then join us at 11:30 for Sunday School. The Adult Class

meets in the Fellowship Hall, the Elementary Class (led by Amy Pisani) in Rm 102, the Middle School Class
(led by Kurt Schumacher) in Rm 209, and the High School Class (led by Eric Runion) in Rm 300. Masks are
needed while moving around the building, but may be removed when seated. Adult Sunday School is
currently a Sermon Forum, during which the elders will lead a discussion to deepen our understanding &
application of the sermon scripture passage.

• Please join us at 6 PM for our online Sunday Evening Devotional. Tonight we’ll study 2 Timothy 3:6-9 on
the theme “Predatory Preachers”.

• The Wednesday Devotional this week will be online only. 

• Save the date: OPC Missionary Sam Folta will be visiting with us on Saturday, March 20th at noon to talk
about his work. It’s a wonderful privilege to hear from those who faithfully minister the Gospel to the
nations, and we hope many will join us for Sam’s presentation. 

• Helping with this morning’s service are: Julie Runion (accompanist), Dan Lash (usher), Richard Backus
(sound) and Tony Pisani (video).
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