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At one moment of time, believing on Jesus Christrgatees eternal life. If one rejects the
doctrine of eternal security, one rejects the tth#t God put in writing, for God’s choice of verb
tenses and words clearly establish this doctrine.

As we have already observed, the Gospel in whietwtbrds “eternal life” most frequently occur
is the Gospel of John. In this Gospel, Jesus CHimaself uses three different metaphorical
pictures to illustrate that one finds eternal bfdy by believing on Him:

1. He uses the metaphorical picture of a lookhnJ3:14-15
2. He uses the metaphorical picture of a dridlohn 4:13-14
3. He uses the metaphorical picture of eatinghnb:51

Pertaining to the first metaphor, which is a congmar of Moses lifting up the serpent in the
wilderness with Christ’s work on the cross, we diggr in Num. 21:9 that the verb “looked” is
aorist. In the second metaphor we discover theavénb “drinks” (John 4:14) is also aorist. In
the third metaphor, the verb “eats” is also aorist.

Jesus Christ is clearly teaching that one look, ek, one eating at one moment or point in
time is enough to give eternal life. The persomudoks once drinks once or eats once by
believing once is guaranteed eternal life. Oneoadisobedience brought death and one act of
believing gives eternal life. This is preciselyatiiGod has put in writing.

The person who looks one time to Jesus Christdlmation is saved forever. Just as Paul said,
“But to the one who does not work but believes imkvho justifies the ungodly, his faith is
counted as righteousness” (Rom. 4:5).

QUESTION #48 —How does the word “never” establish the doctrinetefnal security?

There is a word in English that we use to expriee®emphatic meaning “not at any time or not
on any occasion.” That word is the word “never.”

For example, if we say, “He will never be paroleeE actually mean there is no way at any time
that this one will ever get out of prison. If waeys“He will never pass the course” what we
actually mean is he has reached a point in whighinhpossible for him to get a passing grade.
If we say, “He never saw it coming” what we meaatisio time did he see or suspect what was
about to happen. The word “never” is the stronf@sh of negation in English.

We believe, in this church, in the verbal, plenagpiration of the Bible. What this means is we
believe that the Bible is all equally inspired bgdXplenary) right down to the very word used
(verbal). This would certainly include the wordetrer.”
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In the Greek language, there are primarily twoedléht words used to negate something:
1) “Ouk” or “ou” which is used to deny the realy an alleged fact—"no, it did not happen;”
2) “May” (un) which is used to deny something indefinitely—thdid not happen, but the
possibility is there.”

Dr. A. T. Robertson gives an excellent illustratlmetween these two Greek negations—"ou” and
“‘may.” If a young man decides to propose to a ladg she answers him “mayir{), she is
saying “no” but is uncertain as to whether shelygakans “no” and may desire to be coaxed a
little more. If, on the other hand, the lady answveu,” she is definitely saying no and in this
case there is no chance of her changing her miticegiresent time.

There is, however, in Greek, a third way the wormaud respond and that would be to combine
the two negatives together, “ou-may” meaning “llwdt marry you and there is no chance of
me ever changing my mind and marrying you even.’bther words, “I will never marry you.”

When the two negatives are combined together, riblalgtion or the negation is emphatic.
Dana and Mantey write: “...this doubling of the negag we can now say unreservedly that the
negatives were doubled for the purpose of statergads or prohibitions emphatically”

(H. E. Dana & Julius R. ManteyA Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament,

pp. 263-267).

The strongest way in Greek to emphatically intgnaifd stress the possibility of something not
happening is to combine these two words—*ou mayFien this happens, the emphasis is that

something will “never” occur and there is no pos#ipof it ever occurring. When these words

are used, it is impossible for something to eveplea.

The combination of these two Greek words occursestimes in the New Testament. Some-
times they are simply translated in English “nattl&no,” and sometimes they are translated by
the English word “never” (W. F. Moulton, A. S. Gegéd. K. Moulton,Concordance to the

Greek Testament, pp. 646-647).

Regardless of how the English translators trangegevord, the meaning of the writer is to
emphatically deny or negate both the reality ardpibssibility. When these two words are used
in composition, we may legitimately understand thermean that there is no possibility of
something ever happening.

In the study of the doctrine of eternal securitys tombination of words is extremely important
because there are several passages which spégifieal with the subject of salvation and
eternal life, which have been inspired by God, Wwhiontain this negation, which would cause
us to conclude that the loss of salvation is amlals impossibility.

In examining ten key passages, we must come tadmslusion if we are honest with what God
put in writing:
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Passage #1 John 4:14

The statement of Jesus Christ is “whoever drinkbefwater that | shall give him shall

“NEVER thirst” but shall spring “up to eternal life Three critical observations must be made:
1) The verb “drinks” is aorist, indicating a onangan time moment; 2) The word “never” is

“ou may” meaning there is never any possibilitypoae who drinks once, to thirst again for life;
3) The promise to one who does drink once is teatili have eternal life. This one verse
clearly promotes the doctrine of eternal securny honest examination of the grammar
reveals the impossibility of losing eternal lifecenone has believed on Christ (John 6:40). The
point is if you take Jesus Christ one, you havenaldife and there is “NEVER” a possibility

of you thirsting again for eternal life.

Passage #2 John 6:35-37

In these three verses, Jesus Christ uses “ou rhegg different times to emphatically stress that
one who comes to Him by faith will-1) NEVER hung2y NEVER thirst, and 3) NEVER be

cast out. Three impossibilities are stated: 19 itnpossible for one who believes on Christ to
ever hunger for life again; 2) It is impossible @re who believes on Christ to ever thirst for life
again; 3) It is impossible for one who believesGinist, who has been brought to the Son by the
Father, to ever be cast out. The point is one mdsobelieved on Christ is completely secure
because certain things are no longer a possibilityfact, it is explicitly stated in this very

context that the will of the Father is to give etdrlife to those He brought to the Son

(John 6:39-40).

William Van Doren, an esteemed Bible expositor graimmarian of the 1800’s, said the
negations—These “Greek words express double erdugihich means “for no reason or
account” (Gospel of John, p. 563). In other wond® cannot be cast out because of any reason
once one has been brought to the Son by the Father.

We must always remember what Christ actually diguarantee this promise of “never.” He
came and He died and He arose which is proof peditiat when we trust in Him for salvation
our justification is secure and we cannot ever leargain, we cannot ever thirst again and we
cannot ever be cast out. Eternal security is aeet on our faithfulness, it is based, in part, on
the “ou may” promise of Jesus Christ, who, by Hatth, burial and resurrection, proved
unequivocally that His promises are true. Our ggctor our salvation is found totally and
completely in the work of Jesus Christ and in thertVof Jesus Christ, not in our works or
human words.

Passage #3John 10:28

In this verse, the statement of Jesus Christ isaiee He gives eternal life, he “shall NEVER
(ou may) perish.” Dr. S. L. Johnson, former pretesof theology at Dallas Theological
Seminary, writes concerning this verse: “First takeareful look at the term ‘eternal life.’
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Jesus does not say, ‘I give unto them six montas hor ‘five years life,” nor ‘eternal life until

one sins.” The life He gives is ‘eternal.’ Ifdan be lost, it is not eternal life that believers
receive. And second, in order to emphasize thetpour Lord adds, ‘and they shall never
perish.” The construction in the original texthe strongest way that one can express emphatic
negation. In fact, it would not be wrong to rentter clause and they shall by no means ever
perish.’ ...Spurgeon has a telling word here: ‘Skeen, Christian, you may be deprived of a
thousand things without any violation of the proeidhe promise is not that the ship shall not
go to the bottom, but that the passengers shatbgbee shore. The promise is not that the house
shall not be burned; the pledge is that you wharatke house shall escape. ‘They never
perish™ (S. L. JohnsorOnce Saved, Always Saved, p. 5).

In this one verse, Jesus Christ clearly statesithah He gives eternal life to someone, they
shall NEVER perish. In Christ's mind, the concephaving eternal life is equated with the
concept of never perishing. Thus one who has &ltéfa is eternally secure. It is impossible for
one who has eternal life to potentially perisigahnot ever happen.

Willard Aldrich observed: “The Greek negative enyad in this passage is a combination of
two negatives (‘ou’ and ‘may’) thus forming themtgest possible statement ‘they shall NEVER
perish.” This leaves no room for the suppositivet bne having eternal life ‘could’ give it back”
(Willard Aldrich, “Is Salvation ProbationaryBibliotheca Sacra, p. 95).

In other words, for one who is saved there is névepossibility of him perishing or not being
saved. This is precisely the point of Jesus Christ

Passage #4 John 11:26

Here is another NEVER promise of our Lord. Thenpse is that one who believes in Him
“shall NEVER (ou may) die.” The point of eternaksirity is further strengthened if we realize
that Christ is saying this in the context of thattieof Lazarus (11:14) and He is saying this to
Martha, one of Lazarus’ sisters (11:21). Althouglhis context Christ intended to physically
raise Lazarus to show that life is found in Himsttiscussion occurs in the context of one who
has physically and literally died.

The Apostle Paul makes it clear that no one lieeshimself or dies for himself (Rom. 14:7). In
other words, both life and death are ordained bg @ud the destiny of one’s eternity is in His
hands. The ONE and ONLY issue that determinesivenethen one physically dies he has
eternal life or eternal damnation (sometimes refeto as eternal death) is the issue of believing
on Jesus Christ (John 3:16; 5:24; 6:40, 47).

Now the point of this verse (John 11:26) is thateoane has believed on Jesus Christ, it is
impossible for him to suffer eternal death. TherEVER (ou may) the possibility of one who
has believed on Christ to eternally perish. Clsrigtiestion to Martha is one that needs to be
asked to every person: “Do you believe this?” (6b)2
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In this case, the physical proof of this eternalitg is the resurrection of Lazarus (11:43-44).
When Christ gives one eternal life, he shall NEVEH&

Passage #5 Romans 4:8

Here is a remarkable text concerning salvationitfspeaks of a man who is in such a blessed
state that God will NEVER (ou may) take sin inte@ant. The Greek text can literally be
translated this way: “Blessed is a man whom NEVE&Ltord will calculate sin” (My own
translation of—4{axaptog ov (ov pn) AoyoNToL KVPLOG CULAPTIAY).

The verb “take into account” (NASV) is one that mg#o judicially calculate, count or reckon.
It speaks of a judicial decree in which one, irs ttontext, NEVER has his sin calculated against
him in any condemnatory way (G. Abbott-Smi@reek Lexicon, p. 270).

Naturally, one who stands in a relationship withd@osuch a way that God will NEVER
calculate his sin against him is unquestionabliglassed man.” The main and most obvious
guestion to answer is—how does one get into thie sif blessedness?

In the context of Romans 4, the word “take intocact” is repeatedly used: 4:3 - “reckoned”;

4:4 - “reckoned”; 4.5 - “reckoned”; 4:6 - “reckonsind 4:8 - “take into account.” Now the
specific point Paul is making concerning this juaicalculation is that it does not come by
works, but only by faith in Jesus Christ (4:2, 36k When one believes on Jesus Christ, apart
from any human works, his lawless deeds are forgikies sins are gone and he NEVER needs to
worry about the condemnatory wrath of God (Rom-81:24).

In very plain, legal and inspired language, Gotkst#hat it is possible for one to be in a
relationship with Him in which the possibility ofitd calculating sin against the individual is an
impossibility. This privileged relationship canriag entered into by works, even the works of a
man like Abraham, but only by faith in Jesus Christ

Once a person believes on Jesus Christ, he idallgideclared righteous by God forever
(justification) and the Lord will NEVER calculatensagainst him and condemn him. This is a
blessed state of being eternally secure.

Passage #6 Hebrews 10:17

Here is a verse that states it is possible fortorie in a relationship with God in which God will
NEVER remember sins and lawless acts. The wordsriare” are “ou may” meaning “never,”
“no not ever!”

What is certainly implied by this statement is tthegre are sins that could be remembered if God
chose to remember them. Something obviously haggptrat moved God to cancel the sin debt
or condemnation and moved God to not even remethbesin account. It is well to note from
verse 17 that the word “sins” is plural as is tredv‘deeds.”
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In other words, when God decides not to rememleesith of a person, it includes all the sins
and all the lawless deeds. There have been mawag tand many ways that we have sinned
against God. The plurality indicates that sinlgsdectionism is not a real possibility in the
mind of God.

Now, of course the real question is what does @we o do in order to get into the position
where God never remembers one’s sins and deedsanBwer is found in the context of
Hebrews 10. The context is the sacrificial worklesus Christ. Jesus Christ came to do
something that the blood of animals could nevetalke-away sin (Heb. 10:3-4, 11). Christ
came and offered Himself once as a sacrifice fofH0:12). The point of verse 17 is this—once
one has entered into a personal relationship vesikis) Christ by faith, his sins have been
forgiven (10:18) and there is nothing further argyoieeds to do. God will NEVER remember
the condemnatory sins or lawless deeds. They asbed away by the blood of the Lamb
(10:19) and He who promises to do this “is faith{dl0:23).

Passaqe #7 Hebrews 13:5

The promise to the believer is that God will NEVER may) desert the believer or NEVER (ou
may) forsake the believer. If a believer can loisesalvation, then God is a liar in this statement
for He would leave or forsake the believer if tladidver backslid or crossed some imagined line
of sin. If God states that He NEVER will forsakedesert a believer, that believer cannot ever
be lost, therefore, he is completely secure.

Passage #8 FPeter 2:6

Here is another “ou may” construction and the stata is “he who believes shall NEVER be
disappointed.”

The Greek word “disappointed” is one that referbamg in a state of dishonor, disgrace or
shame (Smith, pp. 233-234). Logically speakingréhcannot be any worse state of dishonor,
disgrace or shame than to have been one who, ss Wit teach you may lose your salvation
suggest, was once in some state of salvation amditist it. Such a one would be eternally
disappointed forever.

The specific promise of this verse is that one Wwhleves in Christ shall NEVER be eternally
disappointed. Believing in Christ will NEVER leawvee in an eternal state of dishonor, disgrace
or shame. This immediately negates any possilafity loss of salvation.

One who believes on Christ may be ashamed of bksdadedication (I John 2:28) and he may
lose his rewards (I Cor. 3:15), but he will NEVER &shamed that he believed on Christ and
will NEVER be disappointed with eternal life.



