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Though there may be many problems in the Lord’s Church, He will overcome them and 

accomplish His purposes as we remain faithful to our calling. 

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people 

and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 

Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole building is joined together and 

rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to 

become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22) 

 

Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am 

delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is 

the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. (1 Timothy 3:14-15) 

God’s household is His people, the church and what we preach and teach is the pillar and 

foundation of the truth; therefore we may say confidently that here in 2 Timothy 19 

 

I. God’s firm foundation is His Church and the truth it proclaims. (v. 19) 

…on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. (Matthew 

16:18) 

 

A. It is declared to be owned, protected and guaranteed by Him. (19b) 

Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides 

and sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is 

worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the 

earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. I wept and wept because no one was found 

who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not 

weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open 

the scroll and its seven seals.” (Revelation 5:1-5)  

 

So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

(Matthew 27:66) 

 

And he [Abraham] received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had by 

faith while he was still uncircumcised. (Romans 4:11a) 

 

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 

who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s 

possession—to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:13-14) 



B. God knows who is truly saved and who is not. (v. 19c) 

When Moses heard this, he fell facedown. Then he said to Korah and all his followers: “In the 

morning the LORD will show who belongs to him and who is holy, and he will have that person 

come near him. The man he chooses he will cause to come near him. (Numbers 16:4-5) 

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me…” (John 10:14) 

 

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the 

Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong 

to Christ. (Romans 8:9) 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those 

he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also 

glorified. (Romans 8:28-30) 

 

C. Those who claim to be saved are to live holy lives. (v. 19b) 

Moses warned the assembly, “Move back from the tents of these wicked men! Do not touch 

anything belonging to them, or you will be swept away because of all their sins.” (Numbers 

16:26) 

 

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, 

because I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:15-16) 

 

For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. 

(Ephesians 1:4) 

 

Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 

“No one, sir,” she said. 

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (John 

8:10-11) 

 

“If you love me, keep my commands.” (John 14:15) 

 

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! 

(May it never be!) We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 

(Romans 6:1-2) 

 

But you know that He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. No 

one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or 

known Him. 



Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, 

just as He is righteous. The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has 

been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 

devil’s work. No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in 

them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. This is how we know 

who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do 

what is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister. (1 

John 3:5-10) 

 

We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of God 

keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. (1 John 5:18) 

 

II. Our goal should be to live lives of excellence and be valuable in the Lord’s service. (v. 

20-21) 

Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 

Get rid of [clean out, purge] the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you 

really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore let us keep the Festival, 

not with the old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth. (1 Corinthians 5:6-8) 

 

For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is 

building on it. But each one should build with care. For no one can lay any foundation other 

than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, 

silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the 

Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 

person’s work. If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned 

up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through 

the flames. (1 Corinthians 3:10-15) 

 

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. Rather, we 

have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word 

of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s 

conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the 

light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we 

preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give 

us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and 

not from us. (2 Corinthians 4:1-7) 

 



III. Christians are to run from the forbidden passions that plague the young and chase 

after a life pleasing to God. (v. 22) 

But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

endurance and gentleness. (1 Timothy 6:11) 

 

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, 

my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will 

repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:18-21) 

 

The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 

sincere faith. Some have departed from these and have turned to meaningless talk. They want to 

be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they so 

confidently affirm. (1 Timothy 1:5-7) 

 
 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 

blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and 

since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart 

and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a 

guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to 

the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit 

of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

(Hebrews 10:19-25) 

 


