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God-Ordained Institutions: Family, Civil 
Government, the Church 

 
Introduction 
Societal institutions—family, civil government, 
the church 
Many if not most of today’s hot issues have to 
do with these areas. 
 
Humanist Worldview 
Evolutionary development, cultural trends, 
prevailing public opinion 
Authority—whatever humans choose (“might 
makes right”) 
 
Islamic Worldview 
Ordained by Allah 
Authority—Quran 
 
Biblical (Christian) Worldview 
Ordained by God 
Authority—the Bible 
 
Family 
Associated with creation 
 
Creation Mandate 
Genesis 1:26-28 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over 
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every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 
27 So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 
    male and female he created them. 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.” 
 
Genesis 2:18, 21-24 
18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper fit for him.” 
21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon the man, and while he slept took one of 
his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.  
22 And the rib that the LORD God had taken 
from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man. 23 Then the man 
said, “This at last is bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man.” 
24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh. 
 
Civil Government 
Associated with the fall 
 
Necessary because of sin 
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Romans 13:1-5 
1 Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists 
the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good 
conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear 
of the one who is in authority? Then do what 
is good, and you will receive his approval,  
4 for he is God's servant for your good. But if 
you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear 
the sword in vain. For he is the servant of 
God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath 
on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in 
subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but 
also for the sake of conscience. 
 
1 Peter 2:12-17 
12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against 
you as evildoers, they may see your good 
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every 
human institution, whether it be to the 
emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as 
sent by him to punish those who do evil 
and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is 
the will of God, that by doing good you should 
put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
people. 16 Live as people who are free, not 
using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, 
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but living as servants of God. 17 Honor 
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 
 
Titus 3:1-3 
1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and 
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for 
every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to 
avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show 
perfect courtesy toward all people. 3 For we 
ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led 
astray, slaves to various passions and 
pleasures, passing our days in malice and 
envy, hated by others and hating one 
another. 
 
1 Timothy 2:1-4 
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, 2 for kings and all who 
are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in 
the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all 
people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.  
 
The Church 
Associated with redemption 
 
Matthew 16:16-18 
16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
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answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.  
18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. 
 
1 Timothy 3:15 
If I delay, you may know how one ought to 
behave in the household of God, which is the 
church of the living God, a pillar and buttress 
of the truth. 
 
Relationship of Christ to Each Institution 
 
Family 
Christ is the authority and example. 
Ephesians 5:21-6:4 

• Wife is to submit to her husband as the 
church does to Christ. 

• Husband is to love his wife as Christ 
sacrificially loved the church. 

• Children are to obey their parents in the 
Lord. 

• Parents are to bring their children up in 
the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord. 

 
Civil Government 
Christ exercises all authority in heaven and in 
earth. 
Matthew 28:18-20 
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18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Colossian 1:15-17 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him. 17 And 
he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 
 
Revelation 19:16 (Psalm 2) 
On his robe and on his thigh he has a name 
written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 
 
The Church 
Christ is the Head and Savior.  
 
Ephesians 4:11-16 
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,  
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we 
all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
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manhood, to the measure of the stature of  
the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the 
waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness 
in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the 
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from 
whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love. 
 
Ephesians 5:23-27 
23 For the husband is the head of the wife 
even as Christ is the head of the church, his 
body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the 
church submits to Christ, so also wives should 
submit in everything to their husbands. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her, 
26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed 
her by the washing of water with the word, 
27 so that he might present the church to 
himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish. 
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