Is the Holocaust in Psalm 102?
MOI: Message Three (010211PM)

This evening have you ever connected the happenings in the world, in our
newspapers, history books, and on the evening news - with God's Word the
BIBLE?

To begin with open to Isaiah 11:11 as God describes the 2" Return of His
People. The 1% was after the Babylonian Exile in 586 BC, this is the 2"
Return after the Roman Destruction of Israel in AD 70-130 and this 2"
Return has happened in OUR GENERATION! People alive here tonight have
witnessed this happen!

As I read see if your heart thrills as your mind sees the modern day "Miracle
of Israel” that has occurred in the re-gathering of almost 2 of all Jews from
100 nations around the world back to Judea and Samaria of the Bible!

And they have returned since 1948 under the "banner” of a flag containing
the blue of the Messianic longings of the prayer shawl and the Star of David
(symbolizing the Messianic line of Jesus through David) boldly centered as
the only sign of their flag!

Where exactly did God say they would come back to in this 2" Return?
Ezekiel helps us by naming the places that the bones (the destroyed bits of
the nation Israel) would come and be clothed with flesh (a nation again)
awaiting the breath of God (revival) to come in the Tribulation Hour of
Jacob's Trouble.

Note Jeremiah 32:33-44 and Zechariah 10:6-12.

When? Perhaps after the greatest Holocaust the Jewish Peoples have ever
known? Look at Psalm 102.

When the nation was first founded, God promised through Abraham, "I will
make of thee a great nation . . . And I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed" (Genesis 12:2,3). The continued existence of the Jews after
centuries of dispersal and persecution unique in human history is a mute but
eloquent testimony to fulfilled prophesy. The restoration of Israel as a nation
among nations in our own generation is merely the most recent in a long line
of fulfilled prophecies dealing with the Jewish people.

Through the Holy Scriptures (almost all written by Jews) and through Jesus
Christ, the seed of Abraham has indeed become a blessing to all families of



the earth. Some from every nation have found salvation and blessing
through faith in Him.

What happens to ISRAEL has been ordained[1] by God, and we need to be
careful to understand from the past dealings of God with the Jews and to
realize that in the future He is still at work! First we must see that God has
Chosen the Jews as His People[2], and God has Chosen the Land of Canaan
(not Palestine) as His Land and God has Chosen the Destiny of the Nation of
Israel as His Destined Plan for His Destined People. The Jews, the Land of
Israel, and the Nation Israel are a Chosen People of Destiny.

Modern Israel only occupies about one-sixth of 1 percent of the land
area which the Arabs possess.

The Arab Nations have the oil, the wealth, and the worldwide influence
which such seemingly inexhaustible resources command.

Israel's postage-stamp piece of land is scarcely discernible on a world
map, and it lacks all the essentials to make it the center of worldwide
concern.

Yet, In defiance of all reason, however, it is the focus of world
attention, precisely as prophesied.

Next, within Israel consider that city, the entire world has heard of-
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is a small city with neither commercial nor
strategic location. When the Old Testament prophets wrote of the
future they did so with precision. Their astonishing accuracy singled
out Jerusalem as the world focus. They didn"t say Damascus, Cairo,
London, or Paris would become the center of action in the last days,
but Jerusalem.

Yet the eyes of the world are upon it as upon no other city. Jerusalem
is indeed a "burdensome stone" (Zech 12:1-3) around the necks of all
nations of the world, the most vexing and volatile problem the United
Nations faces today. There is no ordinary explanation for this! What
the Hebrew prophets declared thousands of years ago and what
seemed utterly fantastic in their time is being fulfilled in our day. This
is only part of the evidence, as we shall see, that the prophesied "last
days" are upon us and that our generation will likely see the remainder
of Bible prophecy fulfilled.

There are so many more specific prophetic passages to be fulfilled in the last
days, which based on the prophecies, which have already come true, we
must conclude that these too will literally unfold in the not-too-distant
future. Thus God has declared that the most appalling time of utter
destruction both for Jews and for the entire population of the world lies yet
ahead. To speak in Biblical terms God says watch out, "the time of Jacob's
trouble" (Jeremiah 30:7) spells danger and misery for the entire planet.



Listen to this incredible summary of all specifics God has revealed about His
Chosen People of Destiny, the Jews. Just listen and soak these in, we will
actually look at them one-by-one in the Scriptures as we go tonight! I'm
going fast with these, but remember what I teach today is usually online by
Monday night at the Discover the Book Ministries website.

1. God picked His chosen people of destiny--the Jews, descendents of Abraham,
called Israel. God picked one man in Ur of the Chaldees and asked him to
walk hundreds of miles through the desert to a land filled with powerful
kingdom states. And there in a series of revelations, the Almighty God of the
Universe solemnly swore to this man a nation would descend from him that
would be the Chosen People of Destiny. Those People are the Jewish People,
the Israelites, and God"s People.

2. God presented a land to His chosen people of destiny, the Jews, with clearly
defined boundaries to Abraham. He renewed that promise to Abraham's son
Isaac, to his grandson Jacob, and to their descendants after them forever

3. God proceeded to bring His chosen people of destiny to the Promised Land. It is a
historical fact that God brought these "chosen people" into the "Promised
Land," an amazing story of miracles in itself.

God declared Israel His Nation would be Scattered: God promised the children of
Israel great blessing in the land of promise if they would remain faithful to
Him. He also predicted great suffering, persecution and worldwide dispersion
when they forsook Him. These prophecies came to pass. Some of these
warnings were as follows:

« "The LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of
the earth even unto the other; . . . And thy life shall hang in doubt
before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none
assurance of thy life" (Deuteronomy 28:64,66).

« "And I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the
earth, for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a
curse, in all places whither I shall drive them" (Jeremiah 24:9).

« But with all this, they would not be like so many other nations of
antiquity (indeed like all other nations who were driven from their
homeland). "Though I make a full end of all nations whither I have
scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee" (Jeremiah
30:11).

« "My God will cast them away, because they did not hearken unto Him:
and they shall be wanderers among the nations" (Hosea 9:17).



God declared Israel, His Nation, would Survive: We have already noted what is
probably the most important of these end-time prophecies, namely, the re-
establishment of Israel as a nation in its ancient homeland. It is almost
impossible that a nation could survive as a distinct nationality, regain its
homeland and be recognized as a viable nation once more after being
completely destroyed as an organized entity by an invading army (as Israel
was by the Romans, in A.D. 70). Its people were either slaughtered or
scattered from one end of the world to the other; its land occupied and ruled
by aliens for over 1900 years. Israel's survival is amazing, but even more so
is the fact its survival was predicted many centuries earlier.

When Israel, including Judah, first went into captivity, in 588 B.C., the
period known as "the times of the Gentiles" began. Babylonia, Medo-Persia,
Greece and Rome were successive world empires and their domain included
the land of Israel. After Rome destroyed the city and the temple in A.D. 70
(as predicted by Christ Himself in Luke 19:41-44), the people of Israel were
scattered "among all people, from the one end of the earth unto the other"
(Deuteronomy 28:64).

God declared Israel, His Nation, would be Regathered: Even more impossible than
the fact that a people could retain its identity without a homeland for two
thousand years is the fact that they should then return and establish their
ancient nation once again. Yet this is exactly what the Bible had predicted.

« "Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen,
whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring
them into their own land" (Ezekiel 37:21).

« And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set His hand
again the second time [note, the second time -- the first was when He
brought them back from the Babylonian captivity] to recover the
remnant of His people, which shall be left, . . . and shall assemble the
outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the
four corners of the earth (Isaiah 11:11, 12).

« The "wandering Jews" were without a national home for "many days"
(Hosea 3:4, 5) and it seemed impossible that such prophecies as these
could ever be fulfilled.

Even many Bible-believing Christians thought for centuries that God was
through with Israel and that all the Old Testament promises to Israel should
be spiritualized and applied to the church. But now, with the return of the
Jews and the re-establishment of their nation, it is evident in a unique way
that God's Word means exactly what it says.



God declared Israel, His Nation, would have a Future agenda in God’s plan: In this
context, we come to a remarkable prophecy made by Jesus Christ: "And
they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into
all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke 21:24).

Since the word "fulfilled" is the same word in the Greek as "finished," this
prophecy clearly means that the times of Gentile world-rule will be ended
when Jerusalem is no longer under Gentile control. But this can only be
accomplished when Christ returns to banish the Gentile nations from
Jerusalem and to establish His own world-kingdom capital there. Thus, the
restoration of Jerusalem to the chosen people is necessarily accompanied by
the coming of their Messiah to reign there. This is also clearly indicated in
Zechariah 12-14 as well as other Scriptures.

God is at work today in the saga of the Jews: The Jews began to return to
Palestine in small numbers in the early part of the twentieth century, and
then in much larger numbers after World War I and the Balfour Declaration.
Jerusalem was still under British rule, however. After World War II, the
Israeli nation declared its independence in 1948 and was soon recognized by
most of the nations and by the United Nations. The new city of Jerusalem
indeed did go back to the Jews at this time. However, the old city, including
the all-important temple site on Mount Moriah, remained in the hands of the
Jordanian Arabs.

In the "six-day war" of 1967, Israel finally recaptured the old city of
Jerusalem, and the Israelis insist they will never let it go again.

Could god be waiting for something to happen? Yet, the Lord has not come! The
times of the Gentiles are still in full sway, even though Jerusalem has
apparently gone back to the Jews. However, there is one exception. This
exception makes all the difference and indicates with what fine lines the Holy
Spirit inscripturates His Word. Jerusalem is not, in God's judgment, a
collection of houses and streets, like other cities. It is a temple where God
dwells, where His people approach Him through sacrifice, and where He
meets with them.

God has focused on one acre of land: As Solomon built the temple, God said: "I
have chosen Jerusalem, that my name might be there" (2 Chronicles 6:6).
But long before this, God had first spoken through Moses: "There shall be a
place which the LORD your God shall choose to cause His name to dwell
there, thither shall ye bring all that I command you; your burnt-offerings,
and your sacrifices, your tithes, and the heave offering of your hand, and all
your choice vows which ye vow unto the LORD" (Deuteronomy 12:11).



Where is ground zero: This place was not just any place in Jerusalem; it was
an exact spot, chosen by God. It was on Mount Moriah (2 Chronicles 3:1),
the spot which God told David to purchase from Ornan the Jebusite and to
set up the altar there (1 Chronicles 21:18). This was the same spot where
Abraham had, almost a thousand years before, prepared to sacrifice his son
Isaac (Genesis 22:2). It is only a short distance from Calvary itself.

This spot, to the Jews and to God, is Jerusalem! And, amazingly, this one
spot is the only spot in Jerusalem still controlled by Gentiles. It is on Mount
Moriah that the Arabs have built their famous Dome-of-the-Rock, the second
most holy place in the Muslim world. The Jews, for political or other reasons,
have not yet dared to expel the Arabs from this site, raze it, and proceed to
rebuild their temple, as they surely desire to do.

It is apparently by this exceedingly slender thread, therefore, that the "times
of the Gentiles" are still suspended. As the Lord Jesus said, "One jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled" (Matthew 5:18).

We have only scratched the surface. There are scores of other Biblical
prophecies that either have already been fulfilled or are presently in process
of fulfillment. There is no other book like the Bible.

"For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of men: but holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Peter 1:21).

4. God pronounced a curse upon his unfaithful but chosen people of destiny as they
wandered the world without their promised land. God warned that wherever
they wandered the Jews would be "an astonishment, a proverb, a byword...a
curse and a reproach" (Deut. 38:37). Amazingly, this has been true of the
Jews all down through history, as even the present generation knows full
well. Furthermore, the prophets declared that these scattered peoples would
not only be slandered, denigrated, and discriminated against, but they would
be persecuted and killed as no other peoples on the face of the earth.
History stands as eloquent witness to the fact that this is precisely what has
happened to the Jews century after century wherever they were found. God
warned his chosen people of destiny not to forget him in the promised land
When the Jewish people entered the Promised Land, God warned them that
if they practiced the idolatry and immorality of the land's previous
inhabitants, whom He had destroyed for their evil, He would cast them out
as well. That this happened is, again, an indisputable fact of history. God
described how he would scatter his unfaithful but chosen people of destiny
from the promised land God declared that His people would be scattered
"among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other". And
so it happened. "The wandering Jew" is found everywhere.



5. God preserved his chosen people of destiny from annihilation. God declared that
in spite of such persecution and the periodic wholesale slaughter of Jews, He
would not let His chosen people be destroyed, but would preserve them as
an identifiable ethnic, national group. The Jews had every reason to
intermarry, to change their names and hide their identity by any possible
means in order to escape persecution.

6. God promised to regather his chosen people of destiny back to the promised land
as a source of fear for the whole world. The Bible declares that God determined
to keep His chosen people separated to Himself because He would bring
them back into their land in the last days prior to the Messiah's second
coming. That prophecy and promise, so long awaited, was fulfilled in the
rebirth of Israel in her Promised Land. It happened at last in 1948, nearly
1900 years after the final Diaspora at the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D.
70 by the Roman armies of Titus. This restoration of a nation after 25
centuries is utterly astonishing, a phenomenon without parallel in the history
of any other peoples and inexplicable by any natural means, much less by
chance. God declared that in the last days before the Messiah's second
coming, Jerusalem would become "a cup of trembling...a burdensome stone
for all people". At the time Zechariah uttered this prophecy 2500 years ago,
Jerusalem lay in ruins and was surrounded by wilderness. And so it
remained century after century. Zechariah's prophecy seemed to be utter
madness even after Israel's rebirth in 1948. Yet today, exactly as foretold, a
world of nearly 6 billion people has its eyes upon Jerusalem, fearful that the
next world war, if it breaks out, will be fought over that tiny city. What an
incredible fulfillment of prophecy!

What Does God Say Specifically?

This may be one of the most important studies we have ever undertaken, so
feel free to trace these points and verses in your Bible as we go along!

1. God identified His chosen people of destiny as the Jews, the descendents of
Abraham, and He named them Israel. God picked one man in Ur of the Chaldees
and asked him to walk hundreds of miles through the desert to a land filled
with powerful kingdom states (Genesis 11-12). And there in a series of
revelations, the Almighty God of the Universe solemnly swore to this man a
nation would descend from him that would be the Chosen People of Destiny
(Genesis 15). Those People are the Jewish People, the Israelites, God’s
People (Deuteronomy 7:6-7).

+ When the nation was first founded, God promised through Abraham, "I
will make of thee a great nation . . . And I will bless them that bless



thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of
the earth be blessed" (Genesis 12:2,3).

There is more[3]. This climactic word is the earliest missionary
mandate. The promise of God to Abraham was specifically given in
order that he and his seed might be, through the gracious provisions
of God, the avenue of carrying the same good news to every one of
the 70 families on the earth listed in chapter 10.

Not only did Israel become a great nation under David and Solomon,
but it is destined for even greater days in the future. The nations that
have befriended the Jews (notably the United States and, to a lesser
degree, England, France and others) have indeed been blessed. Those
that have persecuted the Jews (Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Rome, Spain,
Nazi Germany and others -- Russia's time is coming!) have eventually
gone down to defeat and humiliation.

2. God promised to give a land to His chosen people of destiny the Jews with clearly defined
boundaries to Abraham. (Genesis 12:1; 13:15; 15:7, 18-21). He renewed that
promise to Abraham's son Isaac (Genesis 26:3-5), to his grandson Jacob
(Genesis 28:13), and to their descendants after them forever (Leviticus
25:46; Joshua 14:9; etc.).

Genesis 12:1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your
people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show
you."

Genesis 13:15 "All the land that you see I will give to you and your
offspring forever."

Genesis 15:7 He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you
out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of
it.”

Genesis 15:18-21 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram
and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt
to the great river, the Euphrates— 19 the land of the Kenites,
Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21 Amorites,
Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites."

Genesis 26:3-5 Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and
will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these
lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will
make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will
give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on
earth will be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed me and kept my
requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws.

Genesis 28:13 There above it stood the LORD, and he said: “I am the
LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will
give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying."



Leviticus 25:46 You can will them to your children as inherited
property and can make them slaves for life, but you must not rule over
your fellow Israelites ruthlessly.

Joshua 14:9 So on that day Moses swore to me, "The land on which
your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of your
children forever, because you have followed the LORD my God
wholeheartedly."

3. God promised to bring His chosen people of destiny to the Promised Land. It is a
historical fact that God brought these "chosen people" into the "Promised
Land," an amazing story of miracles in itself.

Exodus 6:7-8 1 will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.
Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you
out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 8 And I will bring you to the
land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to
Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the LORD.
Deuteronomy 7:6-9 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God.
The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face
of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 7 The LORD did
not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more
numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8
But it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to
your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and
redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh
king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is
the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand
generations of those who love him and keep his commands.
Deuteronomy 14:2 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God.
Out of all the peoples on the face of the earth, the LORD has chosen
you to be his treasured possession.

4. God promised to judge his chosen people of destiny if they forgot him in the
promised land. When the Jewish people entered the Promised Land, God
warned them that if they practiced the idolatry and immorality of the land's
previous inhabitants, whom He had destroyed for their evil (Deuteronomy
9:4), He would cast them out as well (Deuteronomy 28:63; 1 Kings 9:7; 2
Chronicles 7:20; etc.). That this happened is, again, an indisputable fact of
history.

Deuteronomy 9:4 After the LORD your God has driven them out before
you, do not say to yourself, “The LORD has brought me here to take
possession of this land because of my righteousness.” No, it is on



account of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is going to
drive them out before you.

« "The LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of
the earth even unto the other; . . . And thy life shall hang in doubt
before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none
assurance of thy life" (Deuteronomy 28:64,66).

« 1 Kings 9:7 Then I will cut off Israel from the land I have given them
and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my Name. Israel will
then become a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples.

« 2 Chronicles 7:20 Then I will uproot Israel from my land, which I have
given them, and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my
Name. I will make it a byword and an object of ridicule among all
peoples.

So far the story is hardly remarkable. Other peoples have believed that a
certain geographic area was their "Promised Land" and after entering it have
later been driven out by enemies. The next six prophecies, however, and
their fulfillment, are absolutely unique to the Jews. The occurrence of these
events precisely as prophesied could not possibly have happened by chance.

5. God promised to scatter His unfaithful but chosen people of destiny from the
Promised Land. God declared that His people would be scattered "among all
people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other" (Deuteronomy
28:64;Nehemiah 1:8; Amos 9:9, Zechariah 7:14). And so it happened. "The
wandering Jew" is found everywhere. The precision with which prophecies fit
the Jews alone becomes increasingly remarkable as fulfillment follows
fulfillment, until the case for God's existence through His dealings with his
chosen people is irrefutable.

« Deuteronomy 28:64 Then the LORD will scatter you among all nations,
from one end of the earth to the other. There you will worship other
gods—gods of wood and stone, which neither you nor your fathers
have known.

« Nehemiah 1:8 Remember the instruction you gave your servant
Moses, saying, "If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the
nations,"

« Amos 9:9 For I will give the command, and I will shake the house of
Israel among all the nations as grain is shaken in a sieve, and not a
pebble will reach the ground.

« Zechariah 7:14 1 scattered them with a whirlwind among all the
nations, where they were strangers. The land was left so desolate
behind them that no one could come or go. This is how they made the
pleasant land desolate.



6. God promised a curse upon His unfaithful but chosen people of destiny as they
wandered the world without their Promised Land. God warned that wherever
they wandered the Jews would be "an astonishment, a proverb, a byword...a
curse and a reproach" (Deuteronomy 28:37; 2 Chronicles 7:20; Jeremiah
29:18; 44:8). Amazingly, this has been true of the Jews all down through
history, as even the present generation knows full well. The maligning, the
slurs and jokes, the naked hatred known as anti-Semitism, not only among
Muslims but even among those who call themselves Christians, is a unique
and persistent fact of history peculiar to the Jewish people. Even today, in
spite of the haunting memory of Hitler's holocaust which once shocked and
shamed the world, and in defiance of logic and conscience, anti-Semitism is
still alive and is once again increasing world-wide.

« Deuteronomy 28:37 You will become a thing of horror and an object of
scorn and ridicule to all the nations where the LORD will drive you.

« 2 Chronicles 7:20 Then I will uproot Israel from my land, which I have
given them, and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my
Name. I will make it a byword and an object of ridicule among all
peoples.

« Jeremiah 29:18 I will pursue them with the sword, famine and plague
and will make them abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth and an
object of cursing and horror, of scorn and reproach, among all the
nations where I drive them.

« Jeremiah 44:8 Why provoke me to anger with what your hands have
made, burning incense to other gods in Egypt, where you have come
to live? You will destroy yourselves and make yourselves an object of
cursing and reproach among all the nations on earth.

7. God promised to chasten His unfaithful but chosen people of destiny.
Furthermore, the prophets declared that these scattered peoples would not
only be slandered, denigrated, and discriminated against, but they would be
persecuted and killed as no other peoples on the face of the earth. (II
Chronicles 7:20-22) History stands as eloquent witness to the fact that this
is precisely what has happened to the Jews century after century wherever
they were found. The historical record of no other ethnic or national group of
people contains anything that even approaches the nightmare of terror,
humiliation, and destruction which the Jews have endured down through
history at the hands of the peoples among whom they have found
themselves.

« 2 Chronicles 7:20-22 Then I will uproot Israel from my land, which I
have given them, and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my
Name. I will make it a byword and an object of ridicule among all
peoples. 21 And though this temple is now so imposing, all who pass



by will be appalled and say, "Why has the LORD done such a thing to
this land and to this temple?" 22 People will answer, "Because they
have forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers, who brought them
out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving
them—that is why he brought all this disaster on them."

« "And I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the
earth, for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a
curse, in all places whither I shall drive them" (Jeremiah 24:9).

+ My God will cast them away, because they did not hearken unto Him:
and they shall be wanderers among the nations (Hosea 9:17).

8. God promised to preserve His chosen people of destiny from annihilation. God
declared that in spite of such persecution and the periodic wholesale
slaughter of Jews, He would not let His chosen people be destroyed, but
would preserve them as an identifiable ethnic, national group (Jeremiah
30:11; 31:35-37). The Jews had every reason to intermarry, to change their
names and hide their identity by any possible means in order to escape
persecution. Why preserve their bloodline when they had no land of their
own, when most of them didn't take the Bible literally, and when racial
identification imposed only the cruelest disadvantages? Shamefully, many
who claimed to be Christians and thus followers of Christ, who was Himself a
Jew, were in the forefront of Jewish persecution and slaughter. After the
emperor, Constantine, supposedly became a Christian, it was those who
called themselves Christians who were far more cruel to the Jews than
pagans had ever been. The Roman Catholic popes were the first to develop
anti-Semitism to a science. Hitler, who remained a Catholic to the end,
would claim that he was only following the example of both Catholics and
Lutherans in finishing what the Church had begun. Anti-Semitism was a part
of his Catholicism from which Martin Luther was never freed. Absorption by
those among whom they found themselves would have seemed inevitable,
so that little trace of the Jews as a distinct people should have remained
today. After all, these despised exiles have been scattered to every corner
of the world for 2500 years since the destruction of Jerusalem by
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. Could "tradition" be that strong without real
faith in God? Against all odds, the Jews remained an identifiable people after
all those centuries. That fact is an astonishing phenomenon without parallel
in history and absolutely unique to the Jews.

God[4] declared Israel, His Nation, would Survive: We have already noted what is
probably the most important of these end-time prophecies, namely, the re-
establishment of Israel as a nation in its ancient homeland. It is almost
impossible that a nation could survive as a distinct nationality, regain its
homeland and be recognized as a viable nation once more after being
completely destroyed as an organized entity by an invading army (as Israel



was by the Romans, in A.D. 70). Its people were either slaughtered or
scattered from one end of the world to the other; its land occupied and ruled
by aliens for over 1900 years. Israel's survival is amazing, but even more so
is the fact its survival was predicted many centuries earlier. When Israel,
including Judah, first went into captivity, in 588 B.C., the period known as
"the times of the Gentiles" began. Babylonia, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome
were successive world empires and their domain included the land of Israel.

After Rome destroyed the city and the temple in A.D. 70 (as predicted by
Christ Himself in Luke 19:41-44 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and
wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your
day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from
your eyes. 43 For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an
embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44
and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not
leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of
your visitation.”), the people of Israel were scattered "among all people,
from the one end of the earth unto the other" (Deuteronomy 28:64).

« Jeremiah 30:11 "I am with you and will save you," declares the LORD.
"Though I completely destroy all the nations among which I scatter
you, I will not completely destroy you. I will discipline you but only
with justice; I will not let you go entirely unpunished."

« Jeremiah 31:35-37 This is what the LORD says, "he who appoints the
sun to shine by day, who decrees the moon and stars to shine by
night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar— the LORD Almighty
is his name" 36 “Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,” declares
the LORD, “will the descendants of Israel ever cease to be a nation
before me.” 37 This is what the LORD says: "Only if the heavens
above can be measured and the foundations of the earth below be
searched out will I reject all the descendants of Israel because of all
they have done,” declares the LORD.

9. God promised to re-gather His chosen people of destiny back to the Promised
Land. The Bible declares that God determined to keep His chosen people
separated to Himself (Exodus 33:16; Leviticus 20:26) because He would
bring them back into their land in the last days (Jeremiah 30:10, 31:8-12;
Ezekiel 36:24, 35-38) prior to the Messiah's second coming. That prophecy
and promise, so long awaited, was fulfilled in the rebirth of Israel in her
Promised Land. It happened at last in 1948, nearly 1900 years after the final
Diaspora at the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 by the Roman armies of
Titus. This restoration of a nation after 25 centuries is utterly astonishing, a
phenomenon without parallel in the history of any other peoples and
inexplicable by any natural means, much less by chance. God declared



Israel His Nation would be Regathered: Even more impossible than the
fact that a people could retain its identity without a homeland for two
thousand years is the fact that they should then return and establish their
ancient nation once again. Yet this is exactly what the Bible had predicted.

Exodus 33:16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and
with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me
and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”
Leviticus 20:26 You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am
holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own.

Isaiah 11:11, 12 "And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord
shall set His hand again the second time [note, the second time -- the
first was when He brought them back from the Babylonian captivity] to
recover the remnant of His people, which shall be left, . . . and shall
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of
Judah from the four corners of the earth"

Jeremiah 30:10 "So do not fear, O Jacob my servant; do not be
dismayed, O Israel, declares the LORD. "I will surely save you out of a
distant place, your descendants from the land of their exile. Jacob will
again have peace and security, and no one will make him afraid."
Jeremiah 31:8-12 See, I will bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the ends of the earth. Among them will be the
blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labor; a great
throng will return. 9 They will come with weeping; they will pray as I
bring them back. I will lead them beside streams of water on a level
path where they will not stumble, because I am Israel’s father, and
Ephraim is my firstborn son. 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O
nations; proclaim it in distant coastlands: He who scattered Israel will
gather them and will watch over his flock like a shepherd. 11 For the
LORD will ransom Jacob and redeem them from the hand of those
stronger than they. 12 They will come and shout for joy on the heights
of Zion; they will rejoice in the bounty of the LORD— the grain, the
new wine and the oil, the young of the flocks and herds. They will be
like a well-watered garden, and they will sorrow no more.

Ezekiel 36:24, 35-38 For I will take you out of the nations; I will
gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own
land. 35 They will say, “This land that was laid waste has become like
the garden of Eden; the cities that were lying in ruins, desolate and
destroyed, are now fortified and inhabited.” 36 Then the nations
around you that remain will know that I the LORD have rebuilt what
was destroyed and have replanted what was desolate. I the LORD
have spoken, and I will do it. 37 This is what the Sovereign LORD
says: "Once again I will yield to the plea of the house of Israel and do
this for them: I will make their people as humerous as sheep, 38 as



numerous as the flocks for offerings at Jerusalem during her appointed
feasts. So will the ruined cities be filled with flocks of people. Then
they will know that I am the LORD.”

« "Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen,
whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring
them into their own land" (Ezekiel 37:21).

« The "wandering Jews" were without a national home for "many days"
(Hosea 3:4, 5) and it seemed impossible that such prophecies as these
could ever be fulfilled. Even many Bible-believing Christians thought
for centuries that God was through with Israel and that all the Old
Testament promises to Israel should be spiritualized and applied to the
church. But now, with the return of the Jews and the re-establishment
of their nation, it is evident in a unique way that God's Word means
exactly what it says.

10. God promised to make His chosen people of destiny a source of fear for the whole
world when they get back to the Promised Land in unbelief. God declared that in
the last days before the Messiah's second coming, Jerusalem would become
"a cup of trembling...a burdensome stone for all people" (Zechariah 12:2,3).
At the time Zechariah uttered this prophecy 2500 years ago, Jerusalem lay
in ruins and was surrounded by wilderness. And so it remained century
after century. Zechariah's prophecy seemed to be utter madness even after
Israel's rebirth in 1948. Yet today, exactly as foretold, a world of nearly 6
billion people has its eyes upon Jerusalem, fearful that the next world war, if
it breaks out, will be fought over that tiny city. What an incredible fulfillment
of prophecy!

« Zechariah 12:2-3 "1 am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all
the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well as
Jerusalem. 3 On that day, when all the nations of the earth are
gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all
the nations. All who try to move it will injure themselves.

+ God is at work today in the saga of the Jews: The Jews began to
return to Palestine in small numbers in the early part of the twentieth
century, and then in much larger numbers after World War I and the
Balfour Declaration. Jerusalem was still under British rule, however.
After World War II, the Israeli nation declared its independence in
1948 and was soon recognized by most of the nations and by the
United Nations. The new city of Jerusalem indeed did go back to the
Jews at this time. However, the old city, including the all-important
temple site on Mount Moriah, remained in the hands of the Jordanian
Arabs. In the "six-day war" of 1967, Israel finally recaptured the old
city of Jerusalem, and the Israelis insist they will never let it go again.
As of Christmas 2000 they have retained possession of all of Jerusalem



for thirty-three long years, and there is no indication at all that the
Arabs are going to recapture it.

Could God be waiting for something to happen? Yet, the Lord has not come! The
times of the Gentiles are still in full sway, even though Jerusalem has
apparently gone back to the Jews. However, there is one exception. This
exception makes all the difference and indicates with what fine lines the Holy
Spirit inscripturates His Word. Jerusalem is not, in God's judgment, a
collection of houses and streets, like other cities. It is a temple where God
dwells, where His people approach Him through sacrifice, and where He
meets with them.

God has focused on 40 acres of land: As Solomon built the temple (1200x800
foot Temple Mount), God said: "I have chosen Jerusalem, that my name
might be there" (2 Chronicles 6:6). But long before this, God had first
spoken through Moses: "There shall be a place which the LORD your God
shall choose to cause His hame to dwell there, thither shall ye bring all that I
command you; your burnt-offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and the
heave offering of your hand, and all your choice vows which ye vow unto the
LORD" (Deuteronomy 12:11).

Where is ground zero: This place was not just any place in Jerusalem; it was
an exact spot, chosen by God.

« It was on Mount Moriah (2 Chronicles 3:1) Now Solomon began to
build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the
Lord had appeared to his father David, at the place that David had
prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.

« This is the spot which God told David to purchase from Ornan the
Jebusite and to set up the altar there (1 Chronicles 21:18) Therefore,
the angel of the Lord commanded Gad to say to David that David
should go and erect an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of
Ornan the Jebusite.

« This was the same spot where Abraham had, almost a thousand years
before, prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac (Genesis 22:2) Then He
said, "Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of
the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

+ These 40 acres are only a short distance from Calvary itself. This
spot, to the Jews and to God, is Jerusalem! And, amazingly, this one
spot is the only spot in Jerusalem still controlled by Gentiles. It is on
Mount Moriah that the Arabs have built their famous Dome-of-the-
Rock, the second most holy place in the Muslim world. The Jews, for
political or other reasons, have not yet dared to expel the Arabs from



this site, raze it, and proceed to rebuild their temple, as they surely
desire to do. It is apparently by this exceedingly slender thread,
therefore, that the "times of the Gentiles" are still suspended.

« As the Lord Jesus said, "One jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled" (Matthew 5:18).

11. God declared Israel, His Nation, would have a Future agenda in God’s plan: In
this context, we come to a remarkable prophecy made by Jesus Christ:

+ And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away
captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled (Luke 21:24).

« Since the word "fulfilled" is the same word in the Greek as "finished,"
this prophecy clearly means that the times of Gentile world-rule will be
ended when Jerusalem is no longer under Gentile control. But this can
only be accomplished when Christ returns to banish the Gentile nations
from Jerusalem and to establish His own world-kingdom capital there.
Thus, the restoration of Jerusalem to the chosen people is necessarily
accompanied by the coming of their Messiah to reign there.

« This is also clearly indicated in Zechariah 12-14 as well as other
Scriptures.

[1] What were God’s Objectives in choosing Israel? He called Israel to proclaim His
existence as God, and to proclaim Him as Jehovah the God of Revelation. He then would
demonstrate through Israel the blessing to be derived from belonging to God. They were to
become the writers and preservers of God'’s revelation, and become God’s nation-priest to
the nations of the world, and finally to bring into the world - the world’s Redeemer.

[2] Quoted, paraphrased, and drawn from Hunt, Dave, A Woman Rides the Beast. Eugene,
Oregon: Harvest House Publishers, 1994, p. 21-26

[3] Walt Kaiser, Jr.

[4] Drawn from Henry Morris, Creation Trilogy, Appedices, electronic edition, n.p.



