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Paul is inspired to explain why younger widows should not receive on-going support from 

the church. 

I. The list of supported widows is not for younger women (<60). (v. 11a) 

 

A. Desire for marital relationship typically overwhelms.  

I wish that all of you were as I am. But each of you has your own gift from God; one has this 

gift, another has that. 

Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I do. But 

if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with 

passion. (1 Corinthians 7:7-9) 

 

I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s 

affairs—how he can please the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this 

world—how he can please his wife— and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or 

virgin is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body 

and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can 

please her husband. I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may 

live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord. (1 Corinthians 7:31-35) 

 

B. Those who abandon the faith incur judgment. (v. 12) 

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 

common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? (2 Corinthians 6:14) 

 

C. Those with too much free time often don’t spend it wisely (v. 13a) 

Idle hands are the devil’s workshop; idle lips are his mouthpiece. (Proverbs 16:27 TLB) 

 

D. Those with too much free time often spend it minding other peoples’ business. (v. 

13b) 

And many of those who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them 

in the sight of everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand 

pieces of silver. (Acts 19:19) 

 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from 

every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching you 

received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not 



idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the 

contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any 

of you. We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer 

ourselves as a model for you to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this 

rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” 

We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 

Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food 

they eat. And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good. 

Take special note of anyone who does not obey our instruction in this letter. Do not associate 

with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. Yet do not regard them as an enemy, but warn 

them as you would a fellow believer. 

 (2 Thessalonians 3:6-15) 

 

II. The domestic life is commended by God. (v. 14) 

 A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to 

marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord. (1 Corinthians 7:39) 

 

Has not the one God made you? You belong to him in body and spirit. And what does the one 

God seek? Godly offspring. (Malachi 2:15a) 

 

Children are a heritage from the LORD, 

    offspring a reward from him. (Psalm 127:3) 

 

III. Those who don’t prioritize their lives correctly will fall into the devil’s traps.” (v. 15) 

They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over gullible women, who 

are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, always learning but never 

able to come to a knowledge of the truth. (2 Timothy 3:6-7) 

 

IV. Younger women are to support the church by providing for older widows. (v. 16) 

“Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, 

and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death 

separates you and me.” (Ruth 1:16-17) 

 

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. …the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave 

birth to a son. The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the LORD, who this day has not left you 

without a guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! He will renew your 

life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better 

to you than seven sons, has given him birth.” 

Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. The women living there said, “Naomi 

has a son!” And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. (Ruth 

4:13-17) 


