Ask God for Wisdom. James1:5-8 3/6/11 #3

I. Introduction and review: If you could ask God for one thing what would you ask?

Il. Ask God for wisdom. v.5

A. What iswisdom? 3:17 Pr. 1:1 2: 1ff

1.
2.
3.
4.

Wisdom isnot mere knowledge.

Biblical wisdom is skill for living. Pr. 1:2-79:10 Ps. 111:10

Our culture has forsaken wisdom and embraced folly. Pr. 14:12
Those who are without God are devoid of wisdom. | Co. 2:14 Ps. 14:1

B. You must admit that you lack wisdom. Mt. 5:3,6
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4.

It isyour proud self-sufficiency which keepsyou from God. 4:6-10 John 9:40
By naturewe arefoolish. Eph. 2:1-3 | Co. 2:14

Trials expose our great need for wisdom, leading usto cry out to God. Lu. 15:16f
The gospel message isthat you must admit your total lack of what God requires
so that you can receive God’ s gift. Phil. 3:9

C. Ask God to give you wisdom. 4:2-3
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God aloneisthe source of wisdom. Pr.2:6 Rom. 11:33 Job. 32:8
Heinvitesyou to cometo Him. Prov. 1:18ff 9:1ff

Thisisarequest which isalwaysaccording to Hiswill. | Jo. 5:14 Eph. 3:18-19
Keep asking. Luke 18:1ff

Thisparticularly applieswhen you are facing a great trial.

Thewisdom to be sought isnot just for onetrial, but for all of life.

Seek wisdom as God’sgreat gift. Dan. 2:20 Prov. 2: 1ff 1:20ff

The wisdom we seek isembodied in a Person -- Christ. | Co. 1:30 Col. 2:3

od gladly gives wisdom to those who seek Him.

James echos Jesus' teaching. Mt. 7:7-11 Luke 11:9-13 John 14:13-14
A right view of God isessential! Gen. 3: 1ff

. Our God isagiving God. 1:17 Ps. 145:15-16,19 Mt. 5:45 Jo. 3:16 Acts17:25
. Our God givesgeneroudly. Il Co. 8:29:11 Ro. 8:31ff Eph. 3:20-21 | Ki. 3:9ff

Gen. 28:20 32:10 Mt. 18:21ff 11:28 Luke 15:21ff Isa. 55:1-2
He gives without reproach/upbraiding/scolding. Pr. 23:6-7 Ps. 103:13 Is. 55:6-9
Hisgiving isgoverned by Hisgracious nature, not our worthiness.

7. Thisisan absolute promise of God. Pr. 1:20ff John 7:37 Ps. 81:10

E. How doesGod impart Hiswisdom? 1:18 Rom. 10:17 Ps. 1:2 Prov. 1:5
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Do not expect God to impart the skill of wisdom to you by zapping you.

. Nor iswisdom merely afeeling. Pr. 14:12 28

God usesHisWord to makeyou wise. 1:18 Ro. 10:17 Ps. 1:2

. You grow in wisdom asyou understand God’s Word and then put it into

practice. v.22 Mt. 7:24ff

I11. You mugt ask (pray) in faith. v. 6-8

A. Why do we sometimes not receive what we desire from God?

1.
2.
3.
4.

You do not have because you do not ask. 4:2

Or you have been asking with wrong motives. 4:3

Or what you have asked is not according to God’swill. | Jo. 5:14
Or you did not ask in faith (a divided heart). v. 6b-8



B. What doesit mean to ask in faith? Heb. 11:6 Mt. 21:22 Mark 11:24
1. Again, Jamesemphasizesfaith! v 32:1,5,15,17,18,20,22,24,26 5:15
2. Faith trustsGod. Rom. 4:21 Mt. 9:288:2 Mark 2:3-4
3. Faith values and seekswhat He promises. Pr. 2:1ff 3:13-14 8:10-11 16:16
4. We have confidencein prayer because of the mediation of Christ. Eph. 3:12
Heb. 4:17 Mt. 27:51
5. Faith submitsto God'swill. 1:2-44:13-17 Gen. 50:20 Rom. 8:28

C. What kind of doubt is James condemning? v. 6
1. Isonequilty of doubt if he submitsthe outcome of atrial to God’swill? Mt. 26:39
2. Doesthismean that any struggle with your faith invalidates your prayer?
3. God ispatient and graciousto those whose faith isweak. Mark 9:24 8:26
Acts 12:1ff Ps. 103:13 John 20:24ff Mt. 11:1ff Jo. 7:5
4. Unbelief doubts God and failsto value the wisdom He offers. Mal. 3:14 Mk. 6:5-6
5. Our lack of asking (prayer) showsour lack of faith.

D. God hatesdouble-mindedness. v. 8 4:8,4 Ps. 119:113
1. Thetextsliterally reads double-souled (or double-hearted). Mr. Facing-both-ways
2. Thedouble-minded, while claiming to trust God, also relies upon himself or other
(worldly) men. Pr. 3:5-628:26 Ps. 1:1 Jer. 17:5-6
3. Hetriesto haveit both ways. 4:4 Rev. 3:16 Mt. 6:24
4. Double-mindednessisnot merely an intellectual issue, but a moral problem. 4:4-8
Deut. 6:5 Josh. 24:15 | Ki. 18:21 Il Ki. 17:33 Rev. 3

E. Thedouble-minded doubter suffersthe consequences of hisfolly. v. 6b-8 Ps. 12: 1ff
1. Heisungablein all hisways. v.6b,8b Eph. 4:14 Jer. 17:5-6 Ps. 1:4-5 |s. 57:20
2. Heshould not expect God to answer him. v. 7
3. Hewill ultimately face judgment because heregected God. Pr. 1:24ff Mt. 7:.26-27

F. God blesses those who have undivided loyalty and commitment to Him with wisdom
and stability. Ps. 1:3 Jer. 17:7-8 Deut. 6:5 Prov. 3:5-6 Heb. 6:10 Mt. 7:24-25

IV. Concluding applications.
A. Admit your need and seek wisdom from God with a singlemind. Pr. 2:1ff
B. How doesthis passage point to Christ? | Co. 1:30-31 Col. 2:3 Mt. 7:7ff
C. | am burdened for some here. | Ki. 18:21 Ps. 119:2

Discussion questions

1. What iswisdom?

2. Who needswisdom? Why?

3. How iswisdom obtained?

4. How isour need for wisdom similar to our need for the gospel?
5. Why are our thoughtsabout God’s nature crucial, if we are to gain wisdom?
6. What doesit mean to ask in faith?

7. What kind of doubt is James condemning?

8. In what areas of life do you struggle with double-mindedness?
9. Why do we sometimes not receive what we seek from God?

10. How does this passage point to Christ?




