John 8:48-59 (NKJV)
The Escalation of Hostility toward Jesus

48 Then the Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we
not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a
demon?”

49 Jesus answered, “| do not have a demon; but |
honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. 30 And | do not
seek My own glory; there is One who seeks and
judges. °1 Most assuredly, | say to you, if anyone keeps
My word he shall never see death.”

52 Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You
have a demon! Abraham is dead, and the prophets;
and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word he shall never
taste death.” 53 Are You greater than our father
Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets are dead.
Who do You make Yourself out to be?”

54 Jesus answered, “If | honor Myself, My honor is
nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you
say that He is your God. %5 Yet you have not known
Him, but | know Him. And if | say, ‘| do not know Him,’ |
shall be a liar like you; but | do know Him and keep His
word. %6 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day,
and he saw it and was glad.”

57 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty
years old, and have You seen Abraham?”



58 Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, | say to you,
before Abraham was, | AM.”

59 Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but
Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going
through the midst of them, and so passed by.

Introduction
Most people in the world, throughout the ages of
history, have believed in some concept of a Supreme
Being. They may have had a perverted sense of Who
that Being is, but they were convinced that there is a
Personal Power greater than man. Given the evidence
available, faith is reasonable. That is why the psalmist
declared: “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no
God” (Psalm 14:1). The Hebrew word for “fool”
suggests one who is not thinking rationally.

Since unbelief is neither reasonable nor the norm,
one cannot but wonder why some people become
atheists. | am convinced, after reflecting upon the
matter for many years, that religious disbelief does not
result from logical conclusions based on well-
researched data. Rather, generally speaking, emotional
motivation of some sort is a primary causative factor.



Consider the following case.

In 1996, Judith Hayes, a senior writer for The
American Rationalist, authored a caustic, atheistic
tirade titled: In God We Trust: But Which One? In this
treatise, Mrs. Hayes revealed two clues as to why she
left the Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod) and became
an atheist.

As a youngster, she had a friend who was a Buddhist.
Judith was very close to “Susan,” and she simply
could not tolerate the idea that her friend, who did not
accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God, might be lost
apart from the biblical redemptive system.

In one of his books, Aldous Huxley acknowledged
that he had reasons for “not wanting the world to have
a meaning.” He contended that the “philosophy of
meaningless” was liberating. He confessed that the
morality of theism interfered “with our sexual
freedom” (1966, p. 19). This is hardly a valid argument
for rejecting the vast array of evidence that testifies to
the existence of a Supreme Being!

BY

Review
John 8:40-47 (NKJV)
40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the
truth which | heard from God. Abraham did not do this.
41 You do the deeds of your father.”


https://www.christiancourier.com/authors/1/articles
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Then they said to Him, “We were not born of fornication;
we have one Father—God.”

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you
would love Me, for | proceeded forth and came from God;
nor have | come of Myself, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you
not understand My speech? Because you are not able to
listen to My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and
the desires of your father you want to do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a
lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and
the father of it. 45 But because | tell the truth, you do not
believe Me. 46 \Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if | tell
the truth, why do you not believe Me? 47 He who is of God
hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because
you are not of God.”

Lesson
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V1.The Affirmation
VIl.The Aggression

. The Accusation

48 Then the Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we
not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a
demon?”

anekpinoav ol 'loudaiol kal einmav alt® OU
KAA®C AEyoueV NUETS OTL Zapapeitng i oU Kal
dalUuOVLIoV EXEILG;

Outraged by Jesus’ pronouncement that they were
children of Satan (v. 44), the Jews lashed out and said
to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a
Samaritan and have a demon?” They probably called
Jesus a Samaritan in part because He, like the
Samaritans, questioned their claim to be the true
children of Abraham. They may have also been
repeating their insult from verse 41, where they
questioned the legitimacy of Jesus’ birth as a full-
blooded Jew. (For more on both of those points, see
the exposition of 8:37—47 in the previous chapter of this
volume.)
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In either case, the Jews were obviously unable to
counter the content of Jesus’ keen wisdom. Therefore
they resorted to an ad hominem attack, calling Jesus
names rather than refuting His arguments. In this case,
they mockingly denounced Him as a Samaritan, which
was the most cutting insult one Jew could hurl at
another. Jesus’ words (in vv. 37-47) had clearly hit a
nerve. But instead of responding with repentance,
these Jews ridiculed Him.

The Jews despised the Samaritans as physical and
spiritual half-breeds. To review, the Samaritans were
the descendants of Jews who had remained in the
northern kingdom after its fall and intermarried with
pagans transplanted there by the Assyrians (2 Kings
17:23—-24). When the Samatritans offered to help rebuild
the temple after the exile, the Jews refused and the
Samaritans were insulted (Ezra 4:1-3). The bitter
rivalry between the two groups only intensified
throughout the intertestamental period. By Jesus’ day
the mutual animosity was so great that the Jews
avoided dealing with the Samaritans altogether (John
4:9), and some refused even to travel through Samaria.
Some of the Samaritans reciprocated by denying any
hospitality to the Jews who did travel through their
region (Luke 9:51-53). Jesus, however, was no
respecter of racial barriers. He first revealed Himself as
Messiah to a Samaritan woman (John 4:25-26), and
also used a Samaritan to illustrate a good neighbor
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(Luke 10:33-35). (For a further discussion of the
Samaritans, see the exposition of 4:9 in chapter 11 of
this volume.)

By calling Jesus a Samaritan, the Jewish leaders
were in effect labeling Him a false teacher (because He
obviously did not agree with their interpretation of the
Law), and a traitor to Israel (since He allegedly sided
with Israel’s bitter enemies the Samaritans). In their
blindness, they were confident that He must be an
enemy of God.

In their anger, the Jews took their blasphemous
accusations one step further by claiming that Jesus
was also possessed by a demon—the same
slanderous charge they had earlier hurled at John the
Baptist (Matt. 11:18). This was not the first time they
had made that outrageous allegation about Him. In
Mark 3:22, “The scribes who came down from
Jerusalem were saying, ‘He is possessed by Beelzebul’
(Satan), and ‘He casts out the demons by the ruler of
the demons’ ” (cf. 3:30; Matt. 10:25). John 7:20 records
that “the crowd answered [Jesus], ‘You have a demon!
Who seeks to kill You?' ” Later in John’s gospel, the
charge would be made again: “Many of [the Jews] were
saying, ‘He has a demon and is insane. Why do you
listen to Him?’ ” (10:20). To say someone was demon-
possessed was tantamount to saying that he was
insane, since demon-possessed people often acted
irrationally (e.g., Luke 8:27, 29, 35; 9:38-39). In a clear
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demonstration of their spiritual blindness, they
processed all Jesus said and did into the conclusion
that a demon had driven Him mad. It is this kind of
decision, in the face of full revelation, that is described
in Hebrews 6:4-8:

4 For it isimpossible for those who were once
enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and
have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age
to come, ¢if they fall away, to renew them again to
repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the
Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often
comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by
whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; 8 but
if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to
being cursed, whose end is to be burned.

9 But, beloved, we are confident of better things
concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation,
though we speak in this manner.

MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 111 (pp. 378-380). Chicago: Moody Press.



https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.48-51&off=350&ctx=e+death.%E2%80%9D+(8:48%E2%80%9351)%0a~Outraged+by+Jesus%E2%80%99+p

Il. The Anhswer

49 Jesus answered, “l do not have a demon; but |

My Father, and you Me. 50 And | do
not My own glory; there is One who seeks and

. 91 Most assuredly, | say to you, if anyone
keeps My word he see death.”

49 anekpidn 'Inoolc 'Eyw dalpuoviov oUK £Xw, aAAd
TOV MATEPA Hou, Kal UPETQ lE.
50 o€ ou TV 006&av pou- £0TLV O {NTOV Kal

51 Apnv apnv Aéyw Uiy, €AV TIG TOV €U0V AOYOV Thpnon,
Bdvatov ou pn Bewpnon €ig TOv aidva.

49 Jesus answered, “| do not have a demon; but |
My Father, and you Me.

“I

Emphatic

but

235 alla (typically a strong adversative conjunction) —
but (but instead), nevertheless, on the contrary.

49 Jesus answered, “l do not have a demon; but |
My Father, and you Me.
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nate: 1 timaod — pr rl ign valu v
honor), as it reflects th rsonal esteem (valu
reciousness) attached to it by the beholder. See 5092

(time).

But Jesus did not reply in kind to their malicious
charges; “while being reviled, He did not revile in
return” (1 Peter 2:23; cf. Prov. 15:1). Instead, He calmly
answered, “l do not have a demon.”

In fact, the opposite was true. “l honor My Father”
(cf. v. 29; 4:34; 5:19, 30; 6:38; 14:31; 15:10; 17:4; Matt.
3:17;17:5), He told them.

Obviously, then, He could not have been demon-
possessed, since ho demon-possessed person could
possibly honor God.

49 Jesus answered, “l do not have a demon; but |
My Father, and you Me.

nate: 818 atimazo — treat dishonorabl
hamefully, with indignity) becau rceived a
having no value (honor, worth). See 820 (atimos).

Ironically, by their dishonor of Jesus, the Jews
were dishonoring the very God whom they claimed as
their Father.
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Earlier Jesus had told them, “If God were your
Father, you would love Me, for | proceeded forth and
have come from God, for | have not even come on My
own initiative, but He sent Me” (v. 42).

“He who does not honor the Son,” Jesus warned,
“does not honor the Father who sent Him” (5:23; cf.
15:23; 1 John 2:23). Thus, it is only those who honor
the Son whom the Father honors in return (12:26; cf. 1
Cor. 12:3).

MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1-11 (p. 380). Chicago: Moody Press.

50 And | do not My own glory; there is One
who seeks and

I do not Emphatic
And | do not My own glory

Unlike His opponents, who exalted themselves (5:44;
cf. 7:18; 12:43; Matt. 23:5; Luke 16:15), Jesus did not
seek His own glory.

Had that been His desire, He could have remained
in heaven and continued in the divine glory that had
been His from all eternity (John 17:5, 24). Christ,
however, did not come to earth seeking His own
accolades, but “to seek and to save that which was
lost” (Luke 19:10); to “bear the sins of many” (Heb.


https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.48-51&off=5051&ctx=possibly+honor+God.%0a~Ironically%2c+by+their
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9:28; cf. Isa. 53:11-12); and to “save His people from
their sins” (Matt. 1:21).

The omnipotent Creator (John 1:3; Col. 1:16; Heb.
1:2) and sustainer (Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3) of the universe

Left His Father’s throne above,

So free, so infinite His grace;

Emptied Himself of all but love,

And bled for Adam’s helpless race.

(Charles Wesley, “And Can It Be That | Should Gain”)

MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1-11 (p. 380). Chicago: Moody Press.

50 And 1 do not My own glory; there is One
who seeks and

seeks

2212 zetéod — properly, to seek by inquiring; to
investigate to reach a binding (terminal) resolution; to
search, "getting to the bottom of a matter."

Tense: Present

Mood: Participle

Voice: Active

2919 krin_() — properly, to separate (distinguish), i.e.
judge; come to a choice (decision, judgment) by making a


https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.48-51&off=5577&ctx=%3b+cf.+1+Cor.+12:3).%0a~Unlike+His+opponents
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judgment — either positive (a verdict in favor of) or
negative (which rejects or condemns).

Tense: Present

Mood: Participle

Voice: Active

Though Jesus did not seek His own glory, there is
One who seeks honor for the Son—the Father. Unlike
sinful men, He judges rightly, and has determined that
His Son is worthy of glory. Both at Christ’'s baptism
(Matt. 3:17) and at His transfiguration (Matt. 17:5) the
Father said of the Son, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well-pleased.” Because the Son obediently
humbled Himself even to the point of death on the
Cross,

God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 2:9—11)

In an OIld Testament counterpart to that passage, the
psalmist described the Father’s glorifying of the Son:

But as for Me, | have installed My King
Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

| will surely tell of the decree of the Lord:
He said to Me, “You are My Son,
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Today | have begotten You.

Ask of Me, and | will surely give the nations as Your
inheritance,

And the very ends of the earth as Your possession.

You shall break them with a rod of iron,

You shall shatter them like earthenware.”

Now therefore, O kings, show discernment;

Take warning, O judges of the earth.

Worship the Lord with reverence

And rejoice with trembling.

Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry,
and you perish in the way,

For His wrath may soon be kindled.

How blessed are all who take refuge in Him! (Ps.
2:6—12)

Along those same lines,

Psalm 110:1 says, “The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit
at My right hand until | make Your enemies a footstool
for Your feet.””

And in Isaiah 52:13 the Father declared of the
Son, “Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be high
and lifted up and greatly exalted.”

After His death and resurrection, Christ ascended
to the place of supreme honor at the Father’s right

hand (Matt. 26:64; Acts 2:33—-35; 5:31; 7:55-56; Rom. 8:34; Eph. 1:20; Col.
3:1; Heb. 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Peter 3:21-22.
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MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1—11 (pp. 380-381). Chicago: Moody Press.

51 Most assuredly, | say to you, if anyone keeps My
word he see death.”

Most assuredly,
Amén, ameén (truly, truly), as it always does in John’s

gospel introduces a statement of major significance.
(cf. vv. 34, 58; 1:51; 3:3, 5, 11; 5:19, 24-25; 6:26, 32, 47, 53; 10:1, 7; 12:24;
13:16, 20-21, 38; 14:12; 16:20, 23; 21:18), MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1-11 (p. 381).

Chicago: Moody Press.

if anyone keeps My word he see
death.”

keeps

5083 téréo (from teros, "a guard") — properly,
maintain (preserve); (figuratively) spiritually guard
(watch), keep intact.

Tense: Aorist

Mood: Subjunctive

Voice: Active

The one who keeps His word is a true child of God (John
1:12), in His kingdom (3:3-5), and is His true disciple (8:31)

MacArthur, J. E., Jr. (2006). John 111 (pp. 381-382). Chicago: Moody Press.

John 14:15 (NKJV)
15“lf you love Me, keep My commandments.



https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.48-51&off=7087
https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.48-51&off=8580&ctx=l+never+see+death.%E2%80%9D+~Ame%CC%84n%2c+ame%CC%84n+(truly%2c
https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.48-51&off=8816&ctx=major+significance.+~The+one+who+keeps+Hi
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John 14:21 (NKJV)

21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it
is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved
by My Father, and | will love him and manifest Myself to
him.”

John 14:23-24 (NKJV)

23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves
Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him,
and We will come to him and make Our home with him.
24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words;
and the word which you hear is not Mine but the
Father’s who sent Me.

John 15:10 (NKJV)

10 |f you keep My commandments, you will abide in My
love, just as | have kept My Father’s commandments
and abide in His love.

if anyone keeps My word he see
death.”

OU [N

see death.”
Definition: | look at, gaze, behold; | see, experience,

discern; | partake of.
HELPS Word-studies
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2334 theoréd (from 2300 /theaomai, "to gaze,
contemplate") — gaze on for the purpose of analyzing
(discriminating).

[2334 (theoréo) is the root of the English term
"theatre," i.e. where people concentrate on the
meaning of an action (performance).]

if anyone keeps My word he_ see
death.”

Hebrews 2:14-15

describes the effect of Jesus’s death in our place.
Listen how he puts it:
Since therefore the children [that’s us] share in flesh and
blood [since we are human], he himself likewise partook of
the same things [he became human], so that through
death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through
fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.

The writer to the Hebrews says that the whole human race
is “subject to lifelong slavery through the fear of death.”

In 1973, Ernest Becker wrote a Pulitzer Prize
winning book called The Denial of Death. His thesis
agreed with Hebrews:

The main thesis of this book is that the fear of death
haunts the human animal like nothing else; it is a
mainspring of human activity — activity designed largely to



https://www.amazon.com/Denial-Death-Ernest-Becker-ebook/dp/B002C7Z57C/?tag=desigod06-20
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avoid the fatality of death, to overcome it by denying in
some way that it is the final destiny for man. (xvii)

Hebrews and Becker both say that the fear of death
produces a pervasive, lifelong bondage — even when
we don’t realize it, fear is haunting our choices, making
us cautious, wary, restrained, confined, narrow, tight,
robbing us of risk and adventure and dreams for the
sake of Christ and his kingdom and the cause of love in
the world.

Without our even knowing it, fear of death is a
slave master binding us with invisible ropes, confining
us to small, safe, innocuous, self-centered ways of life.

Becker has no solution for this bondage, but Jesus
does. “Truly, truly, | say to you, if anyone keeps my
word, he will never see death.” Or as he says in John
8:32, “You will know the truth [about death], and the
truth will set you free.” The world desperately needs the
courage and the Christ of fearless Christians who know
they will never taste death.

He will never experience eternal separation from God

(Rev. 2:11; 20:6; cf. 20:14; 21:8).

He is not talking about physical death even though

some will and have escaped physical death. (ie. Enoch,

Elijah and The future Raptured Saints | Thess 4:13-18)
But here he is talking about spiritual Death, the

second death, the eternal death.


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.32
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Revelation 2:11 (NKJV)

11 *He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be
hurt by the second death.””’

Revelation 20:6 (NKJV)

6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first
resurrection. Over such the second death has no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

Revelation 20:14 (NKJV)

14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death.

Revelation 21:8 (NKJV)

8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers,
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall
have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.”

To Nicodemus Jesus declared, “For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life” (John 3:16).
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In 5:24 He reiterated that truth: “Truly, truly, | say to
you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who
sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into
judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”

Jesus is (6:50)“the bread which comes down out
of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die”.
Comforting
Martha after the death of her brother Lazarus, the Lord
declared, (11:25-26).

“I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in
Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and
believes in Me will never die”

Jesus’ statement here is merely another way of
expressing the truth that eternal life results from humbly

and obediently believing in His Word and following Him
(Matt. 19:29; 25:46; John 3:15-16, 36; 4:14; 5:24; 6:27, 40, 47, 54, 63,
68; 10:10, 28; 17:2-3; Rom. 5:21; 6:23; 1 Tim. 1:16; 1 John 5:11-12).

Even to these who scornfully rejected His gospel
and dishonored Him, Jesus still graciously offered
eternal life—another offer that intensified the severity of
their eternal judgment if they rejected it (Luke 12:47—
48).

MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John I—11 (p. 382). Chicago: Moody Press.
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lll. The Acceleration

52 Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we know that
You have a demon! Abraham is dead, and the
prophets; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word he
shall never taste death.’ 53 Are You greater than our
father Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets are
dead. Who do You make Yourself out to be?”

52 einav aut® oi 'loudaiol NOv éyvwkapev OTL daludviov EXELG.
ABpadu anébavev Kal ol mpodrital, kal ou Aéyelg 'Edv TIg TOV
AGyov pou Tnpnon, ou un yeuontat Bavatou €ig Tov ai®va:

53 un ou peiCwv €l To0 MaTpog NUAOV ABpady, 60TIC ATERAvEV;
Kal ol mpodriTal aredavov- Tiva geauToV TOLEIC;

Neither the revered patriarch Abraham nor any of
the prophets had the power to defeat death, since
they had all died.

Flinging Jesus’ own words back at Him, If anyone
keeps My word, he will never taste of death, the
Jewish leaders indignantly demanded, “Surely You
are not greater than our father Abraham or the
prophets who died; whom do You make Yourself
out to be?”

Or, “Just who do You think You are?” The tone of
their questioning is obviously abusive; they were sure
that only a demon-possessed person could make such
an outlandish claim.

MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John I—11 (p. 383). Chicago: Moody Press.



https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.52-58&off=1193&ctx=ourself+out+to+be%3f%E2%80%9D+~Neither+the+revered+
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IV.The Amplification

54 Jesus answered, “If | honor Myself, My honor is
nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you
say that He is your God. 5° Yet you have not
Him, but | know Him. And if | say, ‘| do not know Him,’ |
shall be a liar like you; but | do know Him and keep His
word. %6 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day,
and he saw jt and was glad.”

54 anekpidn 'Incolq Eav eyw do&dow epautov, 1) 06&a pou
OUJEV £€0TIV- £O0TLV O TATNP HOU O d0EalwV e, OV UPETG AEyeTe OTL
Be0C UMDV €0TIV,

55 Kal oUK £yvmKate auTtov, £yw 8¢ oida autodv: Kav einw 6TL oUK
oida autov, €oopal OPOLOC UPIV PeUotne: AAAG oida auTtov kal Tov
Aoyov autol Tnp®.

56ABpaap 6 matip UPAV RyarAldoato iva idn v nuEpav v
gunv, kal eidev kal €xapn.

94 Jesus answered, “If | honor Myself, My honor is

nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you
say that He is your God.

honors

Tense: Present

Mood: Participle

Voice: Active
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He was not seeking His own glory, but was secure
in the knowledge that the Father ... glorifies Him.
Jesus’ claims were not those of a demoniac or a
maniac, because the glory

He possesses was not evil or satanic, but divine. It
was His by His eternal relation to His Father (17:24)—
the very One of whom the Jewish leaders said, “He is
our God.”

For them to piously claim to know God while
blaspheming and rejecting His Son was ludicrous.
Therefore Jesus, pointing out the obvious again, plainly
told them, You have not come to know Him.

Despite their outward pretense, they did not know
God; they were children of Satan (v. 44). Their delusion
was that they were God’s children and that Jesus was
in league with the Devil (cf. Matt. 12:24).

MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1—11 (p. 383). Chicago: Moody Press.

99 Vet you have not Him, but | know Him.

And if | say, ‘| do not know Him,’ | shall be a liar like
you; but | do know Him and keep His word.

1097 gindsko — properly, to know, especially
through personal experience (first-hand
acquaintance). 1097 /ginosko ("experientially
know")

Tense: Perfect


https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.52-58&off=1898&ctx=+who+glorifies+Me.%E2%80%9D+~He+was+not+seeking+H
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Mood: Indicative
Voice: Active

know
Definition: | know, remember, appreciate.

1492 eid0 (oida) — properly, to see with physical eyes
(cf. Ro 1:11), as it naturally bridges to the metaphorical
sense: perceiving ("mentally seeing")

Tense: Perfect

Mood: Indicative

Voice: Active

The New Testament writers, in contrast, employ eight
different words, all of which traditional translators have
rendered simply as “know.”

The difference between oida and ginosko is most
easily seen in passages where both are used. For
example, look at Jesus’ upper room conversation
with Peter in Jn.13:7. To Peter’s protest at the
apparent impropriety of a master washing the feet of
disciples, Jesus replies, “You don’t know (ouk oidas)
what I’m doing now, but you will understand/know
(gnose) later.” And Peter did learn the lesson — by
experience — quite well
Two of the most prominent Greek words used for ‘to

know’ in the New Testament — ginosko and oida. The
former signifies objective knowledge, what a man has
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learned or acquired. The English expression ‘being
acquainted with’ perhaps conveys the meaning.

Oida conveys the thought of what is inward, the inward
consciousness in the mind, intuitive knowledge not
immediately derived from what is external.

The difference between the two words is illustrated

in John 8:55, ‘ye know (ginosko) him not, but I know
(oida) him,’ in John 13:7, ‘What I do thou dost not know
(oida) now, but thou shalt know (ginosko) hereafter,” and
in Heb. 8:11, ‘they shall not teach . . . saying, Know
(ginosko) the Lord; because all shall know (oida) me.’

93 Yet you have not Him, but | know Him.

And if | say, ‘l do not know Him,’ | shall be a liar like
you; but | do know Him and keep His word.

Despite the fierce opposition of His opponents and
the impending outcome, Jesus steadfastly refused to
back down or deny that He knew the Father. “l know
Him,” He affirmed, “and if | say that | do not know
Him, | will be a liar like you, but | do know Him and
keep His word.”

They were liars because they claimed to know
God when they actually did not; Jesus would have
been a liar if He had denied knowing God, whom He



http://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=John+8.55&t=DBY
http://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=John+13.7&t=DBY
http://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Heb.+8.11&t=DBY
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did know in a profound and eternal oneness (cf. 1:18;
7:29; 10:15; Matt. 11:27).

The Lord maintained the truth of His divine
knowledge of His Father as one in nature with Him,
though it became the issue for which they sought to
murder Him (cf. John 19:6-7).

MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1—11 (p. 383). Chicago: Moody Press.

V. The Argumentation

57 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty

years old, and have You seen Abraham?”
57 simav o0V oi loudaiol pog autov MNeviakovta £1n olnw
EXEIC Kal ABpadu Ewpakag;

Hebrews 11:13 (NKJV)

13 These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off were assured
of them, embraced them and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

Hebrews 11:13 records that Abraham saw and
welcomed Christ’s day. He saw in his son lIsaac the
beginning of God’s fulfillment of His covenant with him
(Gen. 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 17:1-8), which would culminate
in the coming of the Messiah. Once again (cf. vv. 39—
40), Jesus contrasted His opponents’ behavior with that


https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.52-58&off=2637&ctx=+(cf.+Matt.+12:24).%0a~Despite+the+fierce+o
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of their patriarch, proving that they were not Abraham’s
spiritual children. They wanted to murder the very One
in whose coming Abraham rejoiced (cf. v. 37).

Stubbornly persisting in their misunderstanding of
Jesus’ words, the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet
fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?”
Abraham had lived more than two millennia earlier;
Jesus could not possibly have seen him. They also
twisted His words; the Lord had not said that He had
seen Abraham, but that Abraham had (prophetically)
seen Him. It should be noted that the Jews’ statement
that Jesus was not yet fifty years old does not specify
Jesus’ exact age, but rather places an upper limit on it.
The Lord would have been only in His early thirties,
since He was about thirty when He began His ministry
(Luke 3:23).

MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 111 (pp. 383—-384). Chicago: Moody Press.

V1. The Affirmation

58 Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, | say to you,
before Abraham was, | AM.”
elmev auToic ’Incol¢ Apnv apnv Aéyw UMlv, TPLV
ABpadp_yeveéaBai £yw €ipl.

was,—

Definition: | come into being, am born, become, come
about, happen.

HELPS Word-studies



https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.52-58&off=3448&ctx=w+it+and+was+glad.%E2%80%9D+~Hebrews+11:13+record
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1096 ginomai — properly, to emerge, become,
transitioning from one point (realm, condition) to another.
1096 (ginomai) fundamentally means
"become" (becoming, became) so it is not an exact
equivalent to the ordinary equative verb "to be"

Jesus’ climactic reply, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
before Abraham was born, | am,” was nothing less
than a claim to full deity.

The Lord once again took for Himself the sacred
name of God (see the discussion of 8:24 in chapter 29
of this volume).

Obviously, as the eternal God (John 1:1-2), He
existed before Abraham’s time.

John 1:1-2 (NKJV)

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the
beginning with God.

John 5:18 (NKJV)

18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him,
because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said
that God was His Father, making Himself equal with
God.

John 10:33 (NKJV)
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33 The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work
we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because
You, being a Man, make Yourself God.”

John 20:27-28 (NKJV)

27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here,
and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and
put jitinto My side. Do not be unbelieving, but
believing.”

28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord
and my God!”
Romans 9:5 (NKJV)

5of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to
the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally
blessed God. Amen.

Colossians 1:15—17 (NKJV)

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created
that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities
or powers. All things were created through Him and for
Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things
consist.

Titus 2:13 (NKJV)

13]ooking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
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Homer Kent explains, “By using the timeless ‘| am’
rather than ‘Il was,’ Jesus conveyed not only the idea of
existence prior to Abraham, but timelessness—the very

nature of God himself (EXOd. 3:1 4)” (Light in the Darkness [Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1974], 128-29).
MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 111 (p. 384). Chicago: Moody Press.

VIl.The Aggression

59 Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but
Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going
through the midst of them, and so passed by.

The Jewish leaders understood Jesus’ claim
perfectly. In response, their hatred flamed into violence.
Infuriated by what they perceived as blasphemy (cf.
10:33), they took the law into their own hands and
picked up stones to throw at Him (cf. Lev. 24:16).

Here is the grip of unbelief so powerful that in the
face of irrefutable evidence they were unwilling to
accept that as God in human flesh, Jesus was
incapable of committing blasphemy; rather all of His
claims, no matter how astonishing, were absolutely
true. How ironic that the Jewish religious leaders,
seemingly so passionate for God’s honor that they
were ready to cast stones at a blasphemer, were, Iin
fact, accusing God Himself of blaspheming God.


https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn8.52-58&off=4560&ctx=nistry+(Luke+3:23).%0a~Jesus%E2%80%99+climactic+rep
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99 Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but

Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple,
ing through the midst of them. an by.

hid

Original Word: kp Uttt

Part of Speech: Verb

Transliteration: krupt6

Phonetic Spelling: (kroop'-to)
Definition: | hide, conceal, lay up.

Literally, the sense in the oldest poetic sources is “to
conceal protectively.”

Oepke, A., & Meyer, R. (1964-). kpUTTtw, AmMokpUTTw, KPUTTTOG, Kpudalog, Kpudf, kpUTTN,
anokpuoog. G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley, & G. Friedrich (Eds.), Theological dictionary of the New
Testament (electronic ed., Vol. 3, p. 958). Grand Rapids, Ml: Eerdmans.

Significantly, the Lord did not protest that He had
been misunderstood. Clearly, He was claiming to be
God. Since His hour to die had not yet come (John
7:30; 8:20; 13:1), Jesus would not allow Himself to be
killed, but supernaturally hid Himself and went out of
the temple (cf. Luke 4:30). (John’s brief and
straightforward description of this miraculous escape is
reminiscent of how he records other supernatural
events in his gospel—cf. John 6:11, 19.) Thus ends this
tragic dialogue between Jesus and the doomed Jewish
religious leaders.
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As on this occasion, so it always is that there are only
two possible responses to Jesus’ claims. One is to
accept them as true, and bow before Him in humble,
repentant faith, confessing Him as Savior and Lord.
The other response, illustrated by Jesus’ opponents in
this passage, is that of hardened, bitter rejection. The
tragic, fearful result of that response will be eternal
damnation in hell. As Jesus soberly warned, “Therefore
| said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you
believe that | am He, you will die in your sins” (8:24).

MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1-11 (pp. 384-385). Chicago: Moody Press.
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