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Message #19 | John 4:17-21
There is no subject more difficult to teach or grégan the “love of God.” It is very deep and
very complex. God’s love is totally amazing fos#@w us as sinners and provided a sacrifice for

us when we were sinners.

Now you and | who know the Lord have been left leresarth, in part, to demonstrate God’s
love.

GOD ABIDES IN US AND THOSE WHO HAVE CLOSE FELLOWSHI P WITH GOD
WILL BE THOSE WHO DEMONSTRATE GOD’S LOVE IN AND TO THIS WORLD.

Of all the assignments we have as a believerptigsis the most difficult. To love at God’s
supernatural level of love is the ultimate challefgr any believer.

FACT #1 —God'’s love is developed by our fellowship with Gat17a

The words “by this” refer to the fact that by indibhg in God and God, who is love abiding in
us, we may develop the kind of love characterignabmplete.

No one apart from God will ever love at a completeel. Any concept of “love” apart from
God will be incomplete and distorted.

FACT #2 —God’s love may be completed in u4.17b

It is possible for us to reach a point in our livésere we are a complete reflection of the love of
God within our personalities. The word “perfectésibetter understood as meaning completed.

God’s completed love does not just work itself iouexternal deeds of love, but also in loving
things God loves and hating things God hates (5:2).

FACT #3 —God'’s love determines our attitude about God’s jodgt. 4:17c-18

The phrase “there is no fear in love” has beenhmred by so many people that rarely does one
even grasp the true interpretation. This versoideaching that the believer should not be
afraid of anything. This verse is not saying thakeliever should not fear God. What this is
saying is when God’s love is developing in our $ivere love things God loves, hate things God
hates, and there is no fear of judgment. Becagsknow “as He is, so also are we in this
world.” What that means is we realize we think $hene way, we love the same way, and we
love the same things that God does.

This development in God’s kind of love is what sastit fear. When we talk about fear, we are
not talking about reverence and respect for Godamgespecifically speaking about facing God
in judgment and being afraid because we know eesldidn’t stand or count for Him.
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Those who are developing in God’s kind of love thiiise who do not have a fear of punishment
but an anticipation of receiving rewards.

Those who are growing and developing in the true mays of God do not fear judgment; they
look for it with confidence.

FACT #4 —God’s love is possible because God first loves41$9

Now understand what this verse is saying—the adgon we will continually love God is
because God continually loves us. The only regsorhave any desire whatsoever to love God
and His Word and will is because God first loved.yo

You did not choose God; God chose you. You didetedt yourself; God elected you. You did
not provide a sacrifice for your sins; God providefbr you. Therefore, the only reason we can
love God is because God first loved us. The emph&®on the believer.

The unbeliever is loved by God in one sense, butaved by God in another sense. God loved
the world and gave His only Son for salvation. tis®love of God is found in the cross of
Christ. The unsaved person has no chance to lodef@ he rejects the demonstration of that
love, Jesus Christ on the cross.

FACT #5 —God'’s love is brotherly love5:20-21
Now the brother is a specific brother that is inyellowship, whom you know to be a brother.

The Gnostics hated the apostles and those in theltlvho stood for truth. They were creeping
into the church and were attacking those who knasvtaught the truth.

Listen and listen well-if someone comes into timgrch and continually hates his brother or
sister in Christ and says, “I love God,” he isa.liThat is absolutely impossible when God
indwells the believer. The particular believeorsee who was mature in the faith and was
communicating the truth. This is the brother wiemndnstrates God’s character. If a person
hates one who demonstrates God'’s character, teeyhate the God they have not ever seen.

One cannot just get away with loving God; he masgelgodly people also.



