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Christology
Syllabus (414 Systematic Theology IV: Christology—3 credits)

I. Course Description

This course considers the doctrine of the person and work of Christ: the names, natures,
offices, and states of the Mediator, as well as the atonement.

I1. Course Objectives
By the end of the course, you should be able to:
A. Define the key terms used in the discussion of Christology.

B. Demonstrate an understanding of historical and current issues in Christological
methodology.

C. Explain the biblical teaching regarding the deity and sinless humanity of the Savior in
the unity of His Person, and grasp the importance of these truths for the Christian faith.

D. Defend the church’s historic understanding of Christology from heretical views, such
as Ebionism, Arianism, Docetism, Apollinarianism, Nestorianism, Eutychianism,
Socinianism, Bultmannianism,

E. Describe the biblical and historical evidence for the virgin birth of Christ, and
understand its significance for understanding Christ’s sinlessness, the supernatural, and
Christian theology as a whole.

F. Expound the prophetic, kingly, and priestly functions of Jesus Christ as they relate to
believers and unbelievers.

G. Explain the humiliation and exaltation stages of Christ’s work.

H. Explicate the major atonement theories, and identify the significance of Christ’s
atoning work as the Father-approved satisfaction and substitute for His people.

I11. Course Texts
A. Required Readings

Bavinck, Herman. Reformed Dogmatics, Volume 3: Sin and Salvation in Christ. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2006, pp. 233-482.

Brakel, Wilhelmus a. The Christian’s Reasonable Service. Vol. 1, pp. 465-657. Ligonier,



Penn.: Soli Deo Gloria, 1992.

Goodwin, Thomas. “Christ Set Forth” and “The Heart of Christ in Heaven Towards
Sinners on Earth.” The Works of Thomas Goodwin, vol. 4, pp. 1-150.

Owen, John. “Meditations and Discourses on the Glory of Christ.” The Works of John
Owen, vol. 1, pp. 285-415. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1981.

Winslow, Octavius. Atonement and the Cross. Staffordshire: Tentmaker Publications,
1998.

B. Recommended Reading

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, John T. McNeill, ed. Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1960, vol. 1, pp. 239-534.

Goodwin, Thomas. Christ our Mediator. Grand Rapids: Sovereign Grace Publishers,
1971. (Also in the The Works of Thomas Goodwin, vol. 5, pp. 1-436.)

Kersten, G. H. Reformed Dogmatics. VVol.1, pp. 233-357. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983.
Krummacher, F. W. The Suffering Saviour. Chicago: Moody Press, 1947.

Lloyd-Jones, Martyn. God the Father, God the Son. Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books,
1996, pp. 224-370.

Murray, John. “Covenant Theology,” in The Encyclopedia of Christianity, ed. P. Hughes.
Marshallton, Del.: National Foundation for Christian Education, 1972, 3:199-216.
Also in Collected Writings, 4:216-240.
. Redemption Accomplished and Applied. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1955.

Warfield, Benjamin Breckinridge. The Person and Work of Christ. Philadelphia:
Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing, 1970.

Winslow, Octavius. The Sympathy of Christ. Keyser, West Vir.: Odom Publications, n.d.

Wisse, Gerard. Christ’s Ministry in the Christian. Sioux Center, lowa: Netherlands
Reformed Book and Publishing, 1993.

IV. Course Requirements

A. Two 80-minute non-cumulative exams based on lectures and required readings: March

26 (or April 2) and May 7 (25% of grade each). Class will meet on the last Tues-Wed of
Jan, every Tues-Wed of Feb. and Mar. (with last Wed.of Mar being mid-term). We will



not meet on Apr 1 or 2, but will meet on Apr 15-16, 22-23, 29-30. We may need to add
one extra day—perhaps Apr. 9.

B. A 15-page academic paper on some aspect of Christology to be handed in by May 9.
Papers should demonstrate a working knowledge of the lecture material, required
readings, and both primary and secondary source material. Include a statement on the
bottom of the last page as to what percentage of the required readings you have
completed (50% of grade).

V. Selected Bibliography on Covenant and on Christology

Selected Bibliography on Christology

Abbadie, James. A Treatise on the Divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Ed. Abraham
Booth. London: J. Harris, 1777.

Ambrose, Isaac. Looking Unto Jesus. Harrisonburg, Va.: Sprinkle, 1988.

Ames, William. The Marrow of Theology. Translated by John D. Eusden. Boston:
Pilgrim Press, 1968.

Armstrong, John H., ed. The Glory of Christ. Wheaton: Crossway, 2002.
Ashwood, Bartholomew. The Best Treasure, or the Way to be Truly Rich. London, 1681.
Athanasius. The Incarnation of the Word of God. London: A.R.Mowbray and Co., 1963.
Berkhof, Louis. Systematic Theology. London: Banner of Truth Trust, 1941, pp. 305-414.
. Vicarious Atonement Through Christ. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1936.
Berkouwer, G.C. The Person of Christ. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1954.
. The Work of Christ. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1965.
Best, W.E. The Impeccable Christ. Grand Rapids: Sovereign Grace Publishers, 1971.

. Studies in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ. Houston: W.E. Best Book
Missionary Trust, n.d.

Bloesch, Donald G. Essentials of Evangelical Theology. San Fransisco: Harper & Row,
1978.

. Jesus Christ: Savior & Lord. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1997.

Boettner, Loraine. The Person of Christ. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1943.



Brakel, Wilhelmus a. The Christian’s Reasonable Service. Vol. 1, pp. 427-657. Ligonier,
Penn.: Soli Deo Gloria, 1992.

Brooks, Thomas. “The Unsearchable Riches of Christ” (3:3-232). Ed. A. Grosart.
The Works of Thomas Brooks. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1980.

Brown, John. Christ: the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Morgan, Penn. Soli Deo Gloria,
1995.

Brown, John. The Sufferings and Glories of the Messiah. New York: Robert Carter, 1853.

Brown, John. The Systematic Theology of John Brown of Haddington. Grand Rapids:
Reformation Heritage Books, 2002.

Bunyan, John. “The Work of Jesus Christ as an Advocate” (1:151-201), “Christ a
Complete Saviour: or, The Intercession of Christ” (1:202-239). Ed. George Offor.
The Works of John Bunyan. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1991.

Bruce, A.B. The Humiliation of Christ. 1876; reprint New York: George H. Doran, 1898.

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, John T. McNeill, ed. Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1960, vol. 1, pp. 239-534.

Candlish, Robert Smith. The Atonement: Its Reality, Completeness, and Extent. London:
T. Nelson, 1861.

Carson, Alexander. The Knowledge of Jesus. New York: Edward H. Flectcher, 1851.

Charnock, Stephen. “A Discourse of the Knowledge of God in Christ” (4:110-163) and
“The Knowledge of Christ Crucified” (4:494-506). The Works of Stephen
Charnock. Edinburgh: James Nichol, 1866.

Clarkson, David. The Works of David Clarkson, Vol. 3. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth
Trust, 1988.

Cooke, William. The Three Intercessions United: The Son, the Spirit, and the Church.
London: for the author, 1860.

Crawford, Thomas J. The Doctrine of Holy Scripture Respecting the Atonement. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1954,

Cunningham, William. “Christ Interceding in Heaven for His People,” pp. 224-36.
Sermons from 1828 to 1860. Edmonton: Still Waters Revival Books, 2000.

Dabney, Robert L. Christ Our Penal Substitute. 1898; reprint Harrisonburg:, VA:



Sprinkle, 1985.

Davies, David Charles. The Atonement and Intercession of Christ. Edinburgh: T & T
Clark, 1901.

Demarest, Bruce. The Cross and Salvation. Wheaton, ll.: Crossway Books, 1997.
Doolittle, Thomas. The Lord’s Last Sufferings. London, 1682.
Durham, James. Christ Crucified. Glasgow: Alex Adam, 1792.

Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology. 2™ edition. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
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. The Word Became Flesh. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1991.

Flavel, John. “The Fountain of Life” (1:xvii-561). The Works of John Flavel. London:
Banner of Truth Trust, 1968.

Franks, Robert S. The Doctrine of the Work of Christ. Eugene, Ore.: Wipf and Stock,
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Gill, John. A Complete Body of Doctrinal and Practical Divinity. Paris, Ark.: Baptist
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Goodwin, Thomas. Christ our Mediator. Grand Rapids: Sovereign Grace Publishers,
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on Earth.” The Works of Thomas Goodwin, vol. 4, pp. 1-150.

Griffin, Edward D. Differences on the Extent of the Atonement. New York: Stephen
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Grosse, Alexander. The Happiness of Enjoying and Making a True and Speedy Use of
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Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984.
Haldane, J. A. The Doctrine of the Atonement. Edinburgh: William P. Kennedy, 1842.

Hengstenberg, E. W. Christology of the Old Testament. 2 vols. McLean, Vir.:
MacDonald Publishing, n.d.

Henry, Philip. Christ All in All. Swengel, Penn.: Reiner Publications, 1970.
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shire: Christian Focus, 2002.

. The Humiliated and Exalted Lord. Greenville, SC: Reformed Academic Press,
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