
Matthew 16:13-20 

Keys of the Kingdom  

 

The Kingdom … 

 

I. The Gospel of Christ 

 A. Forgiveness 

 B. Acceptance  

 C. Rejection 

 

II. The Discipline of the Church 

 A. Nurture  

 B. Censure  

 C. Restoration 

 

… is at hand. 

 

Children, Listen … 

1. How do people hear about the Kingdom of God? 

2. What must we believe to be part of the Kingdom? 

3. If someone is in the Kingdom of God (or Heaven) are they part of 

the church on earth? 

4. What are some ways the church helps people live their lives for 

Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heidelberg Catechism 

Lord’s Day 31 

83. Q. What are the keys of the kingdom of heaven? 

A. The preaching of the holy gospel and church discipline.  

By these two the kingdom of heaven is opened to believers and 

closed to unbelievers. 

 

84. Q. How is the kingdom of heaven opened and closed by the 

preaching of the gospel? 

A. According to the command of Christ,  

the kingdom of heaven is opened when it is proclaimed  

and publicly testified to each and every believer that 

      God has really forgiven all their sins for the sake of Christ's merits,  

      as often as they by true faith accept the promise of the gospel.  

The kingdom of heaven is closed when it is proclaimed  

      and testified to all unbelievers and hypocrites  

      that the wrath of God and eternal condemnation rest on them  

      as long as they do not repent.  

According to this testimony of the gospel,  

God will judge both in this life and in the life to come. 

 

85. Q. How is the kingdom of heaven closed and opened  

by church discipline? 

A. According to the command of Christ,  

people who call themselves Christians  

but show themselves to be unchristian in doctrine or life  

are first repeatedly admonished in a brotherly manner.  

If they do not give up their errors or wickedness,  

they are reported to the church, that is, to the elders.  

If they do not heed also their admonitions,  

they are forbidden the use of the sacraments,  

and they are excluded by the elders from the Christian congregation,  

and by God Himself from the kingdom of Christ. 

They are again received as members of Christ and of the church  

when they promise and show real amendment. 


