Anthropology
Syllabus (413 Systematic Theology I11: Anthropology—3 credits)

Course Description
A study of the doctrine of man, including creation, the original state of man, the covenant
of works, the fall, sin and its punishment.

Course Objectives
By the end of this course, you should be able to:
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Define the key terms used in the discussion of anthropology.

Understand the biblical paradigm of the states of man.

Support creationism against evolution.

Show how man’s superiority over animate creation.

Explain the Reformed perspective of man’s creation in the image of God and how the
fall impacted that image.

Interact with alternative viewpoints on the constituent elements of man.

Explicate the doctrine of the covenant of works in the context of covenant theology.

. Define sin from the biblical terms used for it.

Describe the origin of sin as delineated in Genesis 3:1-6 from a Reformed perspective.
Expound the immediate consequences of the fall and of sin in the context of the
Lord’s visit to the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:7-19).

Know the basic historical and theological development of the doctrine of original sin.
Explain theologically the impact of sin in terms of actual sin, degrees of sin, the
dominion of sin, the unpardonable sin, and the punishment of sin.

Defend Reformed anthropology in its major doctrines against the attacks of alternate
views that minimize man’s exalted creation and the radical nature of the fall.

Preach on various aspects of anthropology.
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Course Requirements for M. Div. students

A. An 80-minute mid-term exam based on lectures and required reading (25% of grade).

B. An 80-minute final, noncumulative exam based on lectures and required reading
(25% of grade).

C. Fulfil one of the following options:

1. Two sermons written out in full (approximately 10 pages each) on some aspect of
anthropology (each sermon: 25% of grade).

2. A 5-page review of a Reformed book on anthropology not listed in the required
reading (15%) and a 15 page academic paper on anthropology (35%). The paper should
demonstrate a working knowledge of the lecture material, required readings, and
supplemental readings.

3. A 20-25 page academic paper on anthropology (50%). The paper should
demonstrate a working knowledge of the lecture material, required readings, and
supplemental readings.

Course Requirements (Th.M. students)
A. An 80-minute mid-term exam based on lectures and required reading (20% of grade).
B. An 80-minute final, noncumulative exam based on lectures and required reading
(20% of grade).
C. A 10-page review of a Reformed book on anthropology not listed in the required
reading (15%)
D. Fulfil one of the following options:
1. Three sermons written out in full (approximately 10 pages each) on some aspect of
anthropology (each sermon: 15% of grade).
2. A 30-35 page academic paper on anthropology (45%). The paper should
demonstrate a working knowledge of the lecture material, required readings, and

supplemental readings.
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