
The Parable of the Soils 
Mark 4:1–20 
 
I. You must decide to listen with careful attention (1–9) 
 
 A.  Christ expects you to hear the speaker (1–3) 
 
 
 B. Christ expects you to reflect on the meaning (4–8) 
 
  
 C. Christ expects you to respond to the message (9) 
 
 
 
II.  You must decide to listen with divine assistance (10–12) 
 
 A. The message is accessible to believers (10–11a) 
 
 
 B. The message is available to outsiders (11b–12) 
 
 
 
III.  You must decide to listen with personal commitment (13–20) 
  
 A. Spiritual comprehension is a choice (13) 
 
 
 B. Spiritual barrenness is a choice (14–19) 
 
 
 C. Spiritual fruitfulness is a choice (20) 
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