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God will punish everyone who worships any god other than He.

I. The grandson of Nebuchadnezzar committed blasphemy and idolatry with a large

group of his nobles. (v. 1-4)

“You shall have no other gods before me.

“Y ou shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the
earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I,
the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the
third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of
those who love me and keep my commandments. (Exodus 20:3-6)

Be careful to do everything | have said to you. Do not invoke the names of other gods; do not
let them be heard on your lips. (Exodus 23:13)

“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD,

“and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me

and understand that | am he.
Before me no god was formed,

nor will there be one after me.
I, even |, am the LORD,

and apart from me there is no savior.
| have revealed and saved and proclaimed—

I, and not some foreign god among you.
You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “that I am God.
“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD,

“and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me

and understand that | am he.
Before me no god was formed,

nor will there be one after me.
I, even I, am the LORD,

and apart from me there is no savior.
| have revealed and saved and proclaimed—

I, and not some foreign god among you.
You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “that I am God.

Yes, and from ancient days | am He.



No one can deliver out of my hand.
When I act, who can reverse it?”
Yes, and from ancient days | am He.
No one can deliver out of my hand.
When I act, who can reverse it?” (Isaiah 43:10-13)

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is
plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s
invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but
their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be
wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look
like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. (Romans 1:18-23)

Il1. A fearful apparition wrote on the wall of the palace. (v. 5-6)

I11. As before, the king’s Chaldeans could not give insight or meaning to the

communication. (v. 7-9)

IVV. The queen commended Daniel to the king for the insight God had granted him in the
past. (v. 10-12)

Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes
have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and
to their children after them. Remember the day you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb,
when he said to me, “Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they may learn
to revere me as long as they live in the land and may teach them to their children.”
(Deuteronomy 4:9-10)

Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them.
Then the LORD’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut up the heavens so that it will not
rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the
LORD is giving you. Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on
your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, so that your days and the
days of your children may be many in the land the LORD swore to give your ancestors, as many
as the days that the heavens are above the earth. (Deuteronomy 11:16-21)



V. Daniel was summoned and promised promotion if he could interpret the writing on
the wall. (v. 13-16)

V1. Daniel was never motivated by wealth or position. (v. 17)

VI1. Daniel glorified Yahweh by recounting what the Lord had done for king
Nebuchadnezzar. (v. 18-21)

VIII1. Daniel fearlessly confronted the king with his sin. (v. 22-25)

IX. Again, God granted Daniel the ability to correctly interpret the communication. (v.
26-28)

After the death of Jehoiada, the officials of Judah came and paid homage to the king, and he
listened to them. They abandoned the temple of the LoORD, the God of their ancestors, and
worshiped Asherah poles and idols. Because of their guilt, God’s anger came on Judah and
Jerusalem. Although the LORD sent prophets to the people to bring them back to him, and
though they testified against them, they would not listen.

Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood before the
people and said, “This is what God says: ‘Why do you disobey the LORD’s commands? You
will not prosper. Because you have forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you.’”

But they plotted against him, and by order of the king they stoned him to death in the courtyard
of the LORD’s temple. King Joash did not remember the kindness Zechariah’s father Jehoiada
had shown him but killed his son, who said as he lay dying, “May the LORD see this and call
you to account.”

At the turn of the year, the army of Aram marched against Joash; it invaded Judah and
Jerusalem and killed all the leaders of the people. They sent all the plunder to their king in
Damascus. Although the Aramean army had come with only a few men, the LORD delivered
into their hands a much larger army. Because Judah had forsaken the LoRrD, the God of their
ancestors, judgment was executed on Joash. When the Arameans withdrew, they left Joash
severely wounded. His officials conspired against him for murdering the son of Jehoiada the
priest, and they killed him in his bed. So he died and was buried in the City of David, but not in
the tombs of the kings. (2 Chronicles 24:17-25)

X. Although the interpretation was unfavorable, the king kept his word and Daniel was

again promoted.

XI. God’s written proclamation, of course, came true immediately. (v. 30-31)



Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the
degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural
sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations
with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with
other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God
gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. They have
become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant
and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they have no
understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. Although they know God’s righteous decree that
those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also
approve of those who practice them. (Romans 1:24-32)



