Sermon Notes and Daily Devotional Pastor Doug Warren
First Congregational Church of Woodstock July 31, 2022

Morning Worship Service: Philippians 3:3-7

Insiders by Grace

1. There Is Great Danger in Placing Confidence in the Flesh (1-3).

2. Paul Lists His Insider Credentials (4-6).

3. Our Best Assets Cannot Compare to Christ Who Gives Freely (7).

CONCLUSION: This passage addresses the danger of putting our confidence in
our spiritual resume. Both things that we have inherited from godly parents
and those things we have done ourselves in accordance with God’s commands
can turn from commendable to toxic if they are not received from God’s hand
by faith in Jesus. He alone is our worthy credential as part of God’s holy
family.



Romans 10:1-13

Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2For | bear them witness
that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. ®For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God,
and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. # For Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness to everyone who believes.

®>For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments
shall live by them.  But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?”” (that is, to bring Christ down) " “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from
the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of
faith that we proclaim); ® because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. ¥ For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the
mouth one confesses and is saved. !* For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to
shame.” 2 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his
riches on all who call on him. ** For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Genesis 17:9-14

% And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout
their generations. 1° This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you:
Every male among you shall be circumcised. ! You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 1> He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised.
Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from any
foreigner who is not of your offspring, *both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your
money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. ** Any
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has
broken my covenant.”

Galatians 3:23-29

ZNow before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be
revealed. 2* So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 2° But
now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 2¢for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through
faith. 2’ For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 22 There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 2° And if you are
Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.

Numbers 25:1-13

While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to whore with the daughters of Moab. 2 These invited the people
to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel yoked himself to Baal
of Peor. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel. * And the Lord said to Moses, “Take all the chiefs
of the people and hang them in the sun before the Lord, that the fierce anger of the Lord may turn away from
Israel.” ® And Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Each of you kill those of his men who have yoked themselves
to Baal of Peor.”

® And behold, one of the people of Israel came and brought a Midianite woman to his family, in the sight of Moses
and in the sight of the whole congregation of the people of Israel, while they were weeping in the entrance of the
tent of meeting. “When Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose and left the
congregation and took a spear in his hand ®and went after the man of Israel into the chamber and pierced both of
them, the man of Israel and the woman through her belly. Thus the plague on the people of Israel was
stopped. ® Nevertheless, those who died by the plague were twenty-four thousand.

19 And the Lord said to Moses,  “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has turned back my wrath
from the people of Israel, in that he was jealous with my jealousy among them, so that | did not consume the
people of Israel in my jealousy. *2 Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to him my covenant of peace, **and it shall be
to him and to his descendants after him the covenant of a perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his
God and made atonement for the people of Israel.””

Psalm 118:1-29



