The Attributes of God: Love. John 3:16 12/23/07 #7

I. Introduction: God’s most popular and most misunderstood attribute. | Jo. 4:8

IlI. Whom does God love?

A. God lovestheevil world in spite of itsrebellion against Him.
1. Theworld hatesGod. 1:10-11 3:19 7:7 15:18-19 17:16 | Jo. 5:19 2:15f f
2. God lovesHisenemies. Rom. 5:6-8,10 Eph. 2:4-5
3. Haveyou ever seen yourself as God’ s enemy?

B. God lovesthe needy world which is perishing. Ro. 6:23 Eph. 2:1ff

C. God lovesall peoplein a certain sense.
1. Hegivescommon grace blessingsto all people. Mt. 5:43-48
2. Heoffersthe gospel to all without distinction. Jo. 3:16¢ 6:37b Rev. 5:9

D. God loves His chosen peoplein a very special way.
1. God doesnot love everyone equally. Rom. 9:11-13 Am. 3:2 Jer. 1:5 31:3 Ps. 89:1-3
Dt. 4:37 7:7-8 10:15
2. God’'sloveisparticular. He gave certain peopleto Jesus. John 13:1 6:37,39
17:2,6, 10:11,14-15,26-27

E. God’'ssaving loveisconsstent with Hisother attributes.

1. God’'sloveissovereign. He doesnot owe Hisloveto anyone. Rom. 9:15-16

2. God’'sloveisgraciousand undeserved. The basisof God’schoice hasnothing to
do with our worthiness. Dt. 7:7-811 Tim. 1:9 | Jo. 4:19,10a
God’sloveiseternal, having loved usfrom before creation. Eph. 1:3-6 Je. 31:3
God’slovefor usisimmutable and unending. Rom. 8:31-39 John 13:1
God’sloveisinfinite and unmeasurable. Eph. 2:4 3:14-19
God’slovefor usisholy and just. Ro. 3:21,26
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F. Application.
1. Wewho have been loved by God must love God. Mt. 22:37-38 | Jo. 2:15 Js. 4:4
2. Our lovefor one another, like God’slove, is a love of choice and commitment.
13:35 | Jo. 4:7-8 Mt. 22:39 Eph. 5:25 Titus 2:4 John 13:35 Rom. 12:9-10
3. God callsusto love our enemies. Mt. 5:43ff 10:35-36 Rom. 12:17-21

1. How does God show His love?

A. God’sloveisactive and giving -- He gave Hisunique Son. 1:1-2,14 | Jo. 4:9
TheSonisGod. 1:1-417:5,24

God the Son willingly became man. 1:14,18 Ro. 8:31sa. 7:14

The mystery of theincarnation. Luke 1:26-38 Matt. 1:18-25 Phil. 2:5-8
The necessity of theincarnation. Heb. 2:17
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B. God'sloveiscostly -- He gave Hisunique Son to diefor sinners. | Jo. 4:10
1. God sent His Son to bethe Lamb of God who would die for sinners. 1:29 Mt. 1:21
2. TheFather paid agreat pricetoredeem us. Gen. 22:1-18 Ro. 8:32 Heb. 11:17
3. Jesuswillingly died to save us. 4:34 5:30 10:17-18 15:13 Mt. 26:42 Ga. 2:20
Il Co. 8:9



C. God’sloveispurposeful -- He sent His Son that we would not die, but live.
1. Jesusdid not come merely to be a great teacher or example.
2. Hecameto saveusfrom death. 3:17 Ro. 3:20 6:23 Eph. 2:1-7 |sa. 53:4ff
3. God sent His Son that we might have everlasting life. 1:1:4 3:36a 14:6 Eph. 2:4-5
4. Wearesaved exclusvely by God’slove. Phil. 3:8-91 Jo. 4:9

D. Weshould love as God loves -- actively, sacrificially and purposefully. John 14:15
Eph. 5:25ff | Jo.4:19,11-12 | Cor. 13:4 Phil. 2:3ff

IV. How can you gain the benefits of God’ s love?

A. Faith isthe condition of receiving thelife God offersusin Christ.
1. From the human side -- Those who would believe. 6:37b
2. From divineside -- All those the Father gave Him will come. 6:37a 10:27
3. Jesuslaid down Hislifefor Hisbeloved sheep. 10:11,14-15,26-27 Eph. 5:25
Rev.5:9 Mark 10:45

B. Those who believe can never be separated from Hislove. Ro. 8:31-39 Ps. 100:5

C. Those who have experienced such love are ableto truly love. 13:35 | Jo. 4:19,7-8,12
Eph. 3:14-19 Ro. 5:5 Gal. 2:20

D. Thosewhoregect God’'slovein Christ will perish in their sin. v. 16,18-20

V. Concluding application.

Attributes of God: God islove - Quiz (T/F with explanations)

1. Loveis God.

2. Loveisundoubtably the most important and defining of God’ s attributes.

3. Thefirst expression of God’sloveisHislovefor us.

4. God loves everyone.

5. God loves everyone equally.

6. God loves us because we first loved Him.

7. God’slove for Hispeopleiseternal and unbreakable.

8. Loveisprimarily afeeling.

9. Themost important expression of loveiswords.

10. The most important application of God’sloveisthat we love one another.

11. It isimpossible to truly love othersif you have never experienced God’slovein Christ.
12. The degree of God’ s love shows how valuable and worthy isthe object of Hislove.



