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| Have Not Conme to Judge

John 12: 46-48

Prayer: Father, we do again thank you for the gift that we have of
this church, the gift that we have of the freedom t 0 worship you,

we celebrate our independence, Lord, and again, we thank you that

in you, we are free, freed not just from government tyranny but

freed from sin, and that's far more important. Fat her, this

morning as we again focus in on the cross of your S on, we just pray
for the grace and the presence of your Holy Spirit. Draw us closer

to you, draw us into your word, give us the power a nd the ability

to understand it and make it a permanent part of ou r lives, we

pray, in Jesus' name. Amen.

Well, once again it is the first Sunday of the mont h, the day that

we remember Jesus Christ and his cross. And Jesus on the night

before he died, he met with his disciples and there for the last

time he celebrated with them a Passover supper. Ma tthew 26 records
it, it says: Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and afte r
blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take,

eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given



thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink of it, al | of you, for

this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured o ut for many for
the forgiveness of sins. | tell you | will not dri nk again of this
fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it ne w with you in my
Father's kingdom." Jesus took the bread and he took the wine and

he offered them up as symbols of his flesh and his blood and then
he asked his disciples to eat the bread and drink t he cup in order
to symbolically eat his flesh and drink his blood. And then he
asked them to remember that service, that sacrifice , On a regular
basis, and we call that the Lord's table. We celeb rate it once a
month, and we do that by meditating on what it is t he Lord Jesus
Christ did for us on the cross, we do it by examini ng ourselves,
asking God's Holy Spirit to point out those areas i n our life where
he is convicting us of sin, we do it by confessing our sins and
then by participating in the elements. John 6:53 says: So Jesus
said to them, "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless y ou eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you."
Well, we've been following the life of Jesus and we 've worked our
way thus far to the end of the 12th chapter of the gospel of John.
Jesus there is continuing to give a summation of hi s entire
ministry, and this is what he says starting in vers e 46. He says:
"I have come into the world as light, so that whoev er believes in

me may not remain in darkness. If anyone hears my words and does



not keep them, | do not judge him; for | did not co
world but to save the world. The one who rejects m

receive my words has a judge; the word that | have

me to judge the
e and does not

spoken will

judge him on the last day."” Well, here Jesus is addressing issues

of light and darkness and of judgment, and he start
if you believed in him you would no longer remain,
darkness. Now he says that because darkness is all

has ever known.

You know, if you were suddenly thrust into a cave,
very tough time at first adjusting to the darkness.
grasp about for something solid to put your feet on
be struggling and striving somehow to see through t
you might not be able to make out anything, it woul
panic not being able to see your hands right in fro
But what if instead of being thrust into a cave, wh
you were born there. What if in fact it is all tha
known? See, the darkness then would be your comfor
your shield, it would be protecting you, so you wou
harm. And what little exposure you might have to t
be a source of great panic, a source of -- of great
like some of us would experience if in the middle o
someone came up to us and shined a bright light rig
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who was shining that light. Well, God says that is

we are when it comes to our spiritual eyes. You se

speaking, all of us were in the deepest recesses of

when Christ came into our darkness. Matthew 4:16
people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light

dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them
dawned." You see, we all lived in darkness, and we reacted
like those who have always lived there at the light

we howl not just at the light but at the one who is

exactly where

e, spiritually

a moral cave
says: "The

, and for those

a light has

just
. We howl, and

shining as

well. God said in John 3:19 : "This is the judgment: The light

has come into the world, and people loved the darkn

the light because their works were evil."

Now at this point in Jesus's ministry, he's nearing
life and he's speaking about the goals that he has
accomplished while he is here on earth, and he says

"I have come into the world as light, so that whoev

ess rather than

the end of his
met, what he has
in verse 46:

er believes in

me may not remain in darkness." Now we've witnessed the fact that

Jesus is dealing with the people who by and large |
darkness, they loved to remain in that darkness, an
addressing them. That's who he's speaking to. He'
that he was here to save the world and not to judge
would come, but it would come when Christ returned.

his role way to save and to heal the lost. Now tha
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that the people that he was addressing had no judge
spoke to them of the judgment they had, and he expl
judge is. He says this in verse 47, he says:

words and does not keep them, | do not judge him; f
come to judge the world but to save the world. The
me and does not receive my words has a judge; the w
spoken will judge him on the last day."

Jesus is saying here. He's saying the one who reje
not receive my words has a judge; and that judge is
have spoken. He says the word that | have spoken w
the last day. And Jesus is saying the word of God
our judge, and that it will be the final word on th

But it has much to say to us today.

| was speaking with someone the other day about thi

of the Supreme Court decision on same-sex marriage,
the fact that God is not mocked and that we as a co

to pay a price for what we have done through our Su
And the person that | was speaking with said, well,

he said, in 1973 we passed Rowe versus Wade and the
million babies who have been slaughtered and so far
earthquakes or famine or pestilence. | said to him
don't understand. We are experiencing the wrath of

This is what the wrath of God feels like. What we
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the political, the philosophical, the moral, and th
climate that we are in right now is part of the out
wrath of God. We're in the middle of a cultural ea
many of us don't even realize it. God is judging u
judging us the exact same way that he judged those
There God describes the outpouring of his wrath on
their willing suppression of the truth. This is wh
Romans 1:18 it says:
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,
unrighteousness suppress the truth.
what wrath is. You see, we think of wrath and we t
kind of calamitous event, there's going to be earth
famine and pestilence, but God is very clear about
expressed. In fact, the whole second half of Roman
to the downward spiral that takes place in mankind
God's wrath. People often thinks it's the cause of

it's not the cause, it's the effect. The cause is

of truth. The effect is the wrath of God. And tha

can be seen in the downward spiral of mankind. If
Romans 1, you see three times God uses the descript
phrase "God gave them up.” It occurs in

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their he
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among

Then in verse 26 it says it again, it says:
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gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their w
natural relations for those that are contrary to na

again in verse 28, it says:

acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind

ought not be done. They were filled with all manne
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They
envy, murder, strive, deceit, maliciousness. They
slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boast
of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless
ruthless. Though they know God's decree that those
such things deserve to die, they not only do them b

to those who practice them.

What does it mean to be given up by God? Well, I t

it up by saying two things occur. There are horrif
accompanied by great approval. See, what that is i
withdrawing his common grace from us. And what God
he's leaving us to the worst possible tyrant we cou

to rule over us, he is leaving us to ourselves. An
extent of it, first you have to understand what we
"common grace." You see, common grace is the grace
extends to virtually everyone regardless of what th
God, regardless of what they believe. In

"He makes the sun rise on the evil and on the good,
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on the just and on the unjust.”
every single breath that we breathe is a gift from

of what you think of God. And we see many, many pe
nothing whatsoever and want nothing whatsoever to d
enjoying God and this kingdom to an extraordinary |
part of that is common grace. And another part of

not just granting to everyone the same sun and moon
oceans and beauty and all of those things that ever
but it is also a godly restraint. It is a restrain

evil that men and women are capable of. You see, w
common grace, we would devour each other. Life as
not go on. | mean, we've all received hints of how
and we've seen that in certain countries at certain
seems as if God has removed his common grace and li
has broken out. And we shudder to think of those t
has removed his grace. | mean, we think of Germany
we think of China in the 1950s, we think of North K

| mean, know that these are places where monstrous
all of the time, and for reasons known only to God,

them up.

And so horrifying things happen but they don't just
horrifying things happen and they happen to great a

the sign that God has given them up. | believe we'
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process of having that happen in this country. I m
uncanny how Romans 1 is mirroring precisely what is
our culture. 1 think it's because God is removing
from us. And what he's doing is he's giving us up
insanity. And when that happens, the contrast betw
under the wisdom and restraint of God's word and th
outside of that wisdom becomes readily apparent. G
Proverbs 29: Without revelation, people run wild,
listens to instruction will be happy.

Proverbs is speaking of is the word of God and we h
from that revelation, and in my opinion, people are
running wild. Like | said, | believe we are under

| believe he is giving us up, he's in the process o
politically, philosophically, morally, and cultural
suggest to you that the abundance for that -- that

that is abundant. Let me give you some.

First, let me just talk briefly about politics. Po
have two parties in this country, one of which stan
for the advancement of abortion at any stage of a w
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know, Jesus had nothing to say about that. Well, s
had plenty to say. In Matthew 19:3,
approached Him to test Him. They asked, "Is it law
divorce his wife on any grounds?" "Haven't you rea
"that He who created them in the beginning made the
female"”, and He also said: "For this reason a man
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and th
become one flesh? So they are no longer two, but o
Therefore, what God has joined together, man must n
Again, this is my opinion, but I am thinking that G
process of giving us up politically. And the reaso

that is that there are now myriads and myriads of e
Christians who have no problem whatsoever supportin
party that stands in absolute defiance towards God
most important areas that there is: The area of ma
and life itself. You see, | see God in that as rem
most basic commonsensical understanding of how the
supposed to translate to our political lives. And

we look at this is -- is horrible actions with grea
That's a sign that God is giving us up. Now unders
brief whatsoever for Republicans. This is not a po
statement. The brief that | hold is for God and fo

from what | can see, at least for now, the Republic

specifically shaking their fist in God's face. But
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they do -- and they just might -- | will abandon th

Philosophically | think | can sum up the insanity t
our culture by the words of the philosopher Peter S
recently asked this in an interview. He was asked:
standing in front of a burning house with two hundr
child inside, and you could choose to save either t
the child, what would you do?" He answered: "At a
the animals' suffering becomes so great that one sh
save the animals over the child. Whether this poin
or two million animals, | don't know. But one cann
infinite number of animals burn to save the life of
Yes, you can, Peter; yes, you can. The Christian R
Institute said this of Singer, said: "In Singer's
killing a newborn (or fetus) is not the same as kil

In fact, some acts of infanticide are less problema
a happy cat. If, for example, parents kill one dis
make way for another baby that will be happier than
total amount of happiness increases for all interes
Singer's logic can be summed up this way: Until a
of self-awareness, there is no controlling reason n
serve the preferences of the parents.” Now there's
need to understand here and that is this, that Pete

some isolated crackpot. He's a bioethicist at Prin

em as well.
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University, he's the darling of the New York Times.
the leading philosophers in this country. Now the
considered a person of some renown and not some sic
outcast is even more reason to believe that God has
philosophically. You know why? What he's saying i

but what he is saying has great approval.

You know, morally we now live in bizarro world. Yo
was a kid, one of my favorite comic books was Super
my favorite sub characters in Superman was Bizarro
know if I'm dating myself, but those of you who are
what it's all about. He was Superman's opposite.
Superman did, he did the opposite. The world that
this mirror image of Superman's world where good wa
was good and light was darkness and darkness was li
folks, welcome to bizarro world. Fiction has now b
think it's safe to say that the words of Isaiah rin

today than they have ever rung since the founding o
And this is what Isaiah said in Isaiah 5:20
who call evil good and good evil, who substitute da

and light for darkness, who substitute bitter for s

for bitter.
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shouldn't be. Again, let me give you another appal
This is a headline from Live Action News. The head
asks for $1 million or she will abort her seven-wee
Live Action News reports that this anonymous woman
her website "On July 7th" -- that's two days from t
start accepting donations on this page. | will acc

for 72 hours, the same amount of time this state cu
a woman to wait after a consultation with a doctor
have an abortion. If $1 million is raised in those

I'll have the baby, give it up for adoption and eve

$1 million will be put in a trust fund for the chil

she will have access to when they turn 21. I'll ke
money for myself so that if | am to be vilified in

can't be for that. If the $1 million goal is not m
those 72 hours, any and all donations received will

| will have the abortion that | have already schedu
10th in my home state.” The woman goes on to say w
this, she says -- quote -- "The backward direction
headed in terms of its treatment of women | feel is
part to the influence of the religious right disgui
pro-life movement. The pro-life movement cares ver
saving lives and far more about controlling women b
their choices in a wide variety of ways not the lea

readily available reproductive health care." This
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prove her point by killing her baby. Jesus said in Matthew 24:

Because lawlessness will multiply, the love of many will grow cold.
What she's saying is give me a million dollars or | 'm going to kill
him. This is morally breathtaking, but you know, i t's horrifying

and it's greatly approved.

We are seeing the effects of what | call judicial b lindness. God
has removed from people the moral ability to see th e horror that is
right in front of their eyes. John 9:39 says: Jesus said, "l came
into this world for judgment, in order that those w ho do not see
will see and those who do see will become blind." God is giving up
on us politically, philosophically and morally. An d all of that
can be readily seen in the fact that God is giving up on us
culturally. And again, one of the best examples | can give you of
the cultural insanity that has gripped not just our country but the
entire western world is something that's happening right now in
Belgium. Lifenews.com reported on the case of a Belgian woman

named Laura. "She has good friends, loves good cof fee and theater.
And she has felt that she wanted to die ever since childhood.”
Laura says: "Life, that's not for me." This summe r, euthanasia
will end her life, full of inner conflict, depressi on and self
destruction. In Belgium euthanasia for psychologic al reasons is
done when a psychiatrist agrees that the psychologi cal pain that a

person is experiencing cannot be relieved in a way that the



individual finds acceptable. That means, Laura may be treatable,

but Laura has decided that the only acceptable "tre atment” in this
case is her death. Understand something. Laura is in excellent
physical health and Laura is 24 years old. You kno w, physician-
assisted suicide is legal now in four states in the United States.
You may remember a few months ago I did a story, | mentioned about
Brittany Maynard, the woman who moved to one of tho se states so
that she could have assisted suicide because she wa s in the latter
stages of brain cancer. Laura is taking her life w ith the full
support of the medical community. She's doing this at age 24
because she is depressed. Once again, horrifying a ctivities,
greatly approved. | mean, | read this stuff and | can only say,
God help us. | can give you a dozen other examples where
politically, philosophically, morally, and cultural ly it seems like
God is giving us up, that he has removed the restra ining hand of

common grace, and he's left us to our own insanity.

Jesus said in our text this morning: "The one who rejects me and
does not receive my words has a judge; the word tha t | have spoken
will judge him on the last day." And what we are seeing is that

the insanity that reigns when God's word is obvious , it's the
insanity that reigns when God's word is rejected an d no longer
received. It is no longer the standard by which we live our lives.

And God is giving us all the proof that we need to see that the



worst kind of punishment we receive from him, the w orst kind of

tyranny there is is to be subjected to ourselves. You know, light
has indeed come into the world, and we have stated in absolutely
unequivocal terms as a people, as a nation, and as a culture, we

prefer darkness. And so darkness is what we get.

That's the bad news. There is good news in this, b elieve it or

not. There is good news. First good news is this: We have to
understand that there's a vast difference between u nderstanding
that God has given us up, and God is giving us up. That is to say

it ain't over till it's over, and it ain't over yet . In John 8:12
it says: Then Jesus spoke to them again: "I am the light of the
world. Anyone who follows me will never walk in th e darkness but
will have the light of life." As the elders begin distributing the

bread, | would like us to consider that in spite of all of this
darkness that we see around us, we still have an in credible
privilege. John 12:46 says this, this is Jesus's words: "I have
come as a light into the world, so that everyone wh o believes in me
would not remain in darkness." I'm reminded of the poem by Rudyard
Kipling with it's two opening lines that says: If you can keep
your head when all around you are losing theirs and blaming it on
you. Consider that you and | have the light of the world that

gives us the grace to keep our heads when everyone else around us

seems to be losing theirs.



Consider as the elements are being passed out this
gives about communion itself. This is from 1 Corin
starting at verse 28. God says:
and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cu
eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drin
himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this

weak and sick among you, and many sleep. For if we
ourselves, we would not be judged. But when we are
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capable of earning. Again, | repeat Dane Ortlund's
says: "In the kingdom of God, the one thing that g
knowing that you don't qualify, and the one thing t
you is thinking that you do." | mean, it also mean
do fail, we are aware of the fact that we have sinn
Because God now lives inside us. God's Holy Spirit
convicting us, and so we grieve as children who kno
Father who longs to forgive and cleanse us. That's
1 John 1:9: If we confess our sins, he is faithful
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unri
being a child of the King doesn't mean that we are
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and consider the light that has been placed in your

heart, in your spirit.

1 Corinthians, 11th chapter, the 23rd verse says:
from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that th
the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when

thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body whi

Do this in remembrance of me." Take, and eat.

As the elders begin to distribute the cup, | would
case for the good news in all of that. Now to do t
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are experiencing today. You see, the decay and the
culture stands in complete contrast to the life and
the word of God. Our culture is experiencing the w
through the darkness and the rot that is pervading
that has a purpose in God's economy.

our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousnes
shall we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict w
speak in a human way.) By no means! For then how
the world? See, Jesus said it is God's word that is now judg
the world, but he is also using that judgment to de
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blindness have become the norm. That, my friends,
and an opportunity. And we've also been given God'
God's word we understand the wisdom and the insight
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God's telling us:
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run out of town in terms of what they were able to
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community. Each of us have got to stick together.
us this incredible resource of brothers and sisters
the gospel and understand what it means to lift eac
so community means not just locally here, community
for people who are suffering under what's taking pl
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prayer. | can't tell you how depressing itisto g

see nobody. | mean, I'm always there 'cause | have
but you don't. And it's incredibly depressing to k
midst of this crumbling culture, it almost seems i
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the other part is that you can be part of this comm
it's not just locally here or around the country.
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responsibility to bring that light outside these do

community. We have this incredible opportunity.

| was going to close with this challenge. | was go
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have sinned, we have sinned greatly before you, we
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you and acknowledge that sin as individuals and as
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that is dying to know about it. Give us the opport unity to invite
those who are bewildered by what's taking place and don't know why,
give us the opportunity to give them your gospel. | pray this in

Jesus' name. Amen.



