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[. An Appeal To God (v1-3)
A. The urgency in prayer.

James 5:16-18 Therefore, confess your sins to
one another and pray for one another, that you
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person
has great power as it is working. 17 Elijah was a
man with a nature like ours, and he prayed
fervently that it might not rain, and for three
years and six months it did not rain on the earth.
18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain,
and the earth bore its fruit.

Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a
servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always
struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you
may stand mature and fully assured in all the will
of God.

Luke 22:44 And being in an agony he prayed
more earnestly; and his sweat became like great
drops of blood falling down to the ground.
Galatians 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ.

B. The persistance in prayer.

Luke 18:1 And he told them a parable to the
effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart.

Habakkuk 2:3 For still the vision awaits its
appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not
lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely
come; it will not delay.

1 Thessalonians 5:17 pray without ceasing,

C. The expectations in prayer.

Mark 9:23 And Jesus said to him, “ ‘If you can’! All
things are possible for one who believes.”

James 1:5-8 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him
ask God, who gives generously to all without

reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him
ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who
doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and
tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not
suppose that he will receive anything from the
Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in
all his ways.

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible
to please him, for whoever would draw near to
God must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who seek him.

D. The variety of approaches in prayer.

Romans 8:26 & 27 Likewise the Spirit helps us in
our weakness. For we do not know what to pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes
for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And
he who searches hearts knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God.

Philippians 4:6 & 7 do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

E. The relational connection in prayer.

Psalm 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not
want.

Romans 10:8-10 But what does it say? “The
word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and



is justified, and with the mouth one confesses
and is saved.

II. God’s Holiness As Opposed To Man'’s
Wickedness (v4-6)
A. The holiness of God.

[saiah 6:1-4 In the year that King Uzziah died I
saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the
temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each
had six wings: with two he covered his face, and
with two he covered his feet, and with two he
flew. 3 And one called to another and said: “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is
full of his glory!” 4 And the foundations of the
thresholds shook at the voice of him who called,
and the house was filled with smoke.

Psalm 113:4-6 The Lord is high above all
nations, and his glory above the heavens! 5 Who
is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high, 6
who looks far down on the heavens and the
earth?

B. The tendancy to sin.

Psalm 66:18 & 19 If | had cherished iniquity in
my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 19
But truly God has listened; he has attended to the
voice of my prayer.

Matthew 6:12 and forgive us our debts, as we
also have forgiven our debtors.

Isaiah 6:5 And I said: “Woe is me! For [ am lost;
for  am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”

[II. The Blessing of Worship (v7 & 8)
A. The draw of God’s mercy.

[saiah 6:6-8 Then one of the seraphim flew to
me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had
taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he
touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and
your sin atoned for.” 8 And I heard the voice of
the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send, and who
will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”
1 Timothy 1:15 The saying is trustworthy and
deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am the foremost.

2 Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ controls
us, because we have concluded this: that one has
died for all, therefore all have died;

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come.

B. The place of public worship.

Psalm 116:12-14 What shall I render to the Lord
for all his benefits to me? 13 I will lift up the cup
of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 14 1
will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of
all his people.

Hebrews 10:24 & 25 And let us consider how to
stir up one another to love and good works, 25
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing near.

C. The ultimate request.

Proverbs 3:5-7 Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight your paths. 7 Be
not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and
turn away from evil.

2 Chronicles 20:12 O our God, will you not
execute judgment on them? For we are
powerless against this great horde that is coming
against us. We do not know what to do, but our
eyes are on you.”

IV. The Rejection of the Wicked (v9 & 10)
A. The guilt of man.

Romans 3:10-18 as it is written: “None is
righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands;
no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside;
together they have become worthless; no one
does good, not even one.” 13 “Their throat is an
open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.”
“The venom of asps is under their lips.” 14 “Their
mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 15 “Their
feet are swift to shed blood; 16 in their paths are
ruin and misery, 17 and the way of peace they
have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God
before their eyes.”



2 Timothy 3:12 & 13 Indeed, all who desire to
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
13 while evil people and impostors will go on

from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

B. The judgment of God.

Psalm 1:4-6 The wicked are not so, but are like
chaff that the wind drives away. 5 Therefore the
wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor
sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 6
for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but
the way of the wicked will perish.

Psalm 2:5 Then he will speak to them in his
wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying,
Psalm 3:7 Arise, O Lord! Save me, O my God! For
you strike all my enemies on the cheek; you
break the teeth of the wicked.

V. Blessed On Whose Who Trust God (v11 & 12)
A. Take refuge, rejoice, and sing.

Romans 10:10-12 For with the heart one
believes and is justified, and with the mouth one
confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says,
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to
shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,
bestowing his riches on all who call on him.
Philippians 4:4-7 Rejoice in the Lord always;
again [ will say, rejoice. 5 Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord
is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 5:18-20 And do not get drunk with
wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with
the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20
giving thanks always and for everything to God
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

B. God’s favor & protection.
Romans 4:3-5 For what does the Scripture say?

“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to
him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who

works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as
his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but
believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his
faith is counted as righteousness,

Psalm 17:8 Keep me as the apple of your eye;
hide me in the shadow of your wings,

Psalm 36:7 How precious is your steadfast love,
O God! The children of mankind take refuge in
the shadow of your wings.

Psalm 57:1 Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful
to me, for in you my soul takes refuge; in the
shadow of your wings I will take refuge, till the
storms of destruction pass by.

Psalm 63:6 & 7 when [ remember you upon my
bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the
night; 7 for you have been my help, and in the
shadow of your wings I will sing for joy.
Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God proves true; he
is a shield to those who take refuge in him.
Ephesians 6:16 In all circumstances take up the
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all
the flaming darts of the evil one;



