MALACHI

Intro: W have cone to the |ast book of the OI. It has been a
taxing task to learn to do an overview of a whol e book and
reduce it to one or two nmessages. But this norning we wll

concl ude 19 nessages in the m nor prophets of the OI. J. Vernon
McGee says Mal achi brings down the curtain on the OI. The

i nspi red books of the first covenant are finished with this
book. The nane Mal achi neans ' My Messenger'. He was Jehovah's

| ast nmessenger of the OI. The Septuagint, the Geek translation
of the OI, says in verse 1 that this book is witten by the
Lord's angell os, or angel (read). The G eek word for angel
nmeans a nmessenger.

This book is witten somewhere around 400 BC and it is the | ast
i nspired book of the OI. Go for a nonent to the |ast two verses
in this book (read). Here is a prophecy that at |east in part
was filled by John the Baptist. Between Ml achi and John the
Baptist, no nore divinely inspired prophets were born. So we
know t hese as the 400 silent years. God was not silent during
those years, but as far as giving inspired witings, He had
fallen silent.

If you were to read the books we know as the Apocrypha, they
occur during those 400 silent years but those books are not
inspired by God. Wien we call a book inspired we nean that the
ori gi nal autograph was wi thout error. And so, thought these
books are not inspired, there is quite a |ot of accurate
history in them

In the witings of the m nor prophets we saw God's warnings to
the northern and southern ki ngdons. Then in 722 BC, the
northern ki ngdomwent into captivity. In 586 BC, the southern
ki ngdom went into captivity. This captivity was to |ast 70
years according to the prophet Jerem ah, and it did. But during
those 70 years the Medes and Persi ans defeated Babyl on and
allowed Jews to return to Israel. They did return and they
began to rebuild the tenple but after nuch opposition, the

buil ding on the tenple ceased. Then God sent Haggai and
Zechariah to prod the people and encourage themto conplete the
buil ding of the tenple and they obeyed and conpleted it.

By the tinme Malachi wites about 100 years have passed since
the Jews returned to Israel after the captivity and their
spiritual |ives once nore have suffered. And though their
spiritual lives have sunk |ow, they cannot understand why the
bl essing of the Lord is not there. Then God sent Mal achi to
rebuke them and call themto repentance.



Verse one is an introduction and gives us the subject of the
book. It says, "The burden of the word of the Lord to |Israel by
Mal achi." Wien | used to read such statenments they did not
really sink in. Now when | read that the burden of the word of
the Lord has cone to soneone | know they are going to
experience nuch difficulty. We have had Warren Smth here
recently. | see himas a man to whomthe Lord has given a
burden, and it is a thing that in the Ol at |east, could have
cost himhis life.

This burden that Ml achi has is given to us in seven segnents |
will call sessions. Each sessions begins with a statenent by
the Lord which is followed by a question fromthe people and
then the answer is given. Then cone the results of Ml achi's
nmessage and the conclusion to it. So we begin with session one.

|.  THE CONTENTS OF MALACHI 'S MESSACE (1:2-3:15)
A. Session One (2-5)

Session 1 is found in 1:2-5. We find the statenent in 2a
(read). The Lord says, "I have |oved you." And Israel,
in their backslidden state asks this question in 2b: "In
what way have You | oved us?" And then God gives the
answer in 2c-5 (read).

| srael had been di sobedient to God. God had all owed the
Babyl oni ans to cone and destroy their beloved city and
the tenple. Then under the Medes and Persians He had
allowed themto return and rebuild and now they were in
their land and in their city. They shoul d have

wor shi pped and prai sed God and grown in grace, but they
were once nore backslidden.

And God says, "Look at Esau."” This is a reference to the
Edom tes. The Edomites cane from Esau, Jacob's ol der
twin brother. They were perpetual enemes to Israel. And
God had |laid waste. But |srael, because of her
backsl i dden state, failed to see her bl essings. J.
Vernon McCee tells this little story. A student cane to
Dr. Giffith Thomas and said, "I have a problem Wy
does God say He hated Esau?" And Dr. Giffith Thonmas
said, "I have a problemw th that verse too. But ny
problemis, why did God say He | oved Jacob?"

Vel |, though that may present sonewhat of a problem we
have an answer to both those problens. Do you know why
God hated Esau? Because when he had all the privileges
of the firstborn, he despised his birthright. Esau, with
all his privileges becane an outright unbeliever! He



failed to believe. But Jacob, with all the problens he
had, in the end always canme back to trust God. And
Israel, with all her blessings at this very point should
have been prospering in the faith; but she was
backsl i di ng.

Maybe there is someone here this norning in that very
sanme predi canent. The call of God is to repent!

B. Session Two (1:6-2:13)

In the next two sessions between God and Israel God
calls the priests to task. In 1.6 - 2:13 we have session
2 and the first address is to the priests. W begin with
the statenent in 6a (read). God says to the priests,
"You ought to honor Me but you despise ny nane." He
could say that today to many seeker friendly and
energent church | eaders. And those church | eaders woul d
answer just |ike these Jewish |eaders did at the end of
verse 6. They responded like this, "In what way have we
despi sed Your nane?"

Well God said, "I'mglad you asked.” So He answers in
1:7-2:13. Look at what God says in verses 7-8 (read).
Their sacrifices were to be without blem sh but they
were offering to God the blind and the |anme and the
sick! In verse 9, God calls themto repentance (read).

Verse 10 then indicates that God woul d sooner have no
worship than this false worship (read). There are many
churches who do God a disfavor by having church. The
peopl e go to church and feel better for having gone, but
t hey have not changed at all. Sone commentaries say that
verse 10 woul d better read, "Ch that there were soneone
anong you to close the doors.” So if Israel does not
repent, she should close the doors of the tenple because
God has no pleasure in their worship. May | ask you,
does God have any pleasure in your attending church? Do
you | et H m speak to you? Do you change when you hear
Hi s word?

| see in verse 11 a prophecy, and though it is not
apparent at this tinme, no doubt we are included in this
verse (read). The nane of the Lord is to be great. But
according to verse 12, the priests profane it. Look at
verses 12-14 (read).

So God instructs the priest in 2:1-2 (read). Now | ook at
how God concludes with these priests in 2:3-9 (read).



C. Session Three (2:10-16)

The third session, found in 2:10-16, is about Judah's
unfaithfulness to God's institution of marriage. In
verses 10-12 they transgressed God's holy commandnent by
marryi ng wonen who wor shi pped other gods (read). This is
t he unequal yoke God abhors. The institution of marriage
and God's laws regarding this institution are
tremendously inportant and Israel was violating them

Qur passage says God loves His institution of marriage.
Verse 12 is very strong. Here is a man who has married a
worman who wor shi ps anot her god, and then He cones to the
tenple that has been rebuilt to bring an offering to
God. How horrendous! And Mal achi says, "May the Lord cut
off fromlsrael people who live like this."

The Jews were guilty of two great evils here. First,
they married wi ves who worshi pped foreign gods. W find
the second thing in verse 13 (read). God says to these
priests, "This is the second thing you do." The first
thing they did was to offer sacrifices to God when they
had marri ed wi ves who worshi pped fal se gods. The second
thing they did was cover the altar with tears, with
weepi ng and crying. Well, that sounds good. But God does
not regard all their tears and sacrifices and here cones
the question in 14a: Wiy does God not hear us when we
cry with tears?

The answer cones in 14b-16 (read). Before | comment, |et
me say that the translation of these two verses is very
difficult. I amsinply staying with the translation of
the KIJV or the NKIJV which seemto ne to give the best
renderings here. So, the second reason God woul d not

| i sten when they wept and cried on the altar was that
they were divorcing their wi ves. They were divorcing
their proper wives and then marrying w ves who
wor shi pped fal se gods and then brought sacrifices to God
and covered the altar with tears. \Wat horrendous

sacril ege.

It is an interesting thing to nme that when divorce is
allowed in the church, sone of the nost willing workers
are divorced people. Wiy would that be? As | have
pondered that, it seems to ne that it is a nmeans of
finding acceptance with people and with God while |iving
in sonmething their conscience troubles themw th. These
priests were very pious in the tenple but very corrupt
at hone. And in verse 14 God calls this dealing
"treacherously' with their wives. You see, they have
divorced their God given wife and nmarried a wonen who
wor shi ps fal se gods. This is treachery.



And t hough they have divorced their first wife God says
this, "She is still your conpanion; she is still your

w fe by covenant.” Now there is treachery. They had
married a woman, the first one, and she was their God
gi ven conpani on and they were tied to her by covenant,
but they have divorced her and married a woman who

wor shi ps ot her gods! How horrendous. And then they were
crying out to God and sayi ng we have sacrificed all the
right things and You do not hear us! But small wonder.
They needed to repent, not sacrificel

Then | ook at verse 15 (read). \Wen they originally
married, did God not nmake them one? Now | have nentioned
earlier that the translation here is difficult. But I

| eave it as that God nmade each of these coupl es one when
they were nmarried. And then cones this very interesting
guestion: Wiy does God nake two peopl e one when they get
marri ed? Why? Why should man not live |ike many of the
animal s do? And the text gives the answer. Because He
seeks godly offspring.

So, our passage goes on, "Therefore take heed to your
spirit and |l et none deal treacherously with the wfe of
his youth."” Why should they stay with their first wfe?
Because God seeks godly offspring. So verse 16 says that
God hates divorce. It amazes ne that Bible teachers
teach that in sone cases divorce is permtted. How can
it be permtted if God hates it? Wiat el se does God hate
but it is permssible?

D. Session Four (2:17)

In 2:17 we have a fourth indictnent (read 17a). | srael
had wearied God with their words. But they said, "In
what way have we wearied the Lord?" Here is how. They
said, "Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of
the Lord and He delights in them" O they say, "Were
is the God of justice?"

When the Bible says of some people like in this passage,
"You say that everyone who does evil is good in the
sight of the Lord", | don't think it nmeans they say this
in wrds. In words they present thensel ves as godly and
spiritual, but they say it in action. Revelation 3:17
says, "Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy,
and have need of nothing’” —and do not know that you are
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—." I do not
think these people said that but they lived like that.
They were saying it by their life-style.



E. Session Five (3:1-7)

Chapter 3:1-6 is a difficult section. These indictnents
usually begin with a statenment by the Lord, followed by
a question and then the answer. It may be that here we
have the answer to the question given before the
question. Sone view 3:1-6 as a parenthesis, that is,
that it is unrelated to the rest here. But it may be
that it is the answer to their question in verse 7.

The way | see it, instead of the indictnment being given
at the beginning, it is given at the end. So this
section could be read with verse 7b given first and then
verses 1-7a following. So, it would begin like this from
7b, ""Return to Me and | will return to you', says the
Lord of Hosts." But they said, "In what way shall we
return?" The answer then is given in 3:1-7a.

In 3:1-7, we have a prophecy of the com ng of Christ,
with John the Baptist as the forerunner. Let us | ook at
verse 1 (read). Wien it says, "Behold, | send My
messenger..” that is a reference to John the Baptist. And

when it says, ".he will prepare the way before Me.." the
pronoun 'Me' refers to Jesus Christ. The rest is a
description then of what will happen. So |l et us read

3:1-7a (read).
F. Session Six (3:8-12)

Qur next indictnment cones in verse 8 (read). The
indictnment is this. God says, "You are robbing Me!" Can
you i magi ne sonet hi ng worse than robbing God? But these
Jews were robbing God. And how were they doing that? By
wi thhol ding their tithes. Tithing is giving 10% of one's
income to God. You say, "Do you nean | should give a
tenth of ny noney to God?" No, of all that He gives to
us, we get to keep 90% As | grewup, | did learn to
give anything to the Lord. | grew up in a congregation
that gave very little to the church and what was given
was given to pay the taxes on the church property, and
even this the congregation had to be rem nded to do.

had a very difficult time when | first heard of tithing
after | becane a Christian. But our passage speaks not
only tithes, but of offerings as well. You see,

of ferings are over and above tithes. Special needs of
various kinds m ght arise and one mght offer to give to
such a need.



Now | ook at verse 9 (read). Verse 10 then chal |l enges

these stingy Jews to try God out (Ill. of Gus here?).
Then in verses 11-12 God says He will renove the curse
of verse 9 if they will give to Hm(read). Now | woul d

like to add here that truly, God does not request a
tithe for H's sake. He does it for our sake. He owns the
cattle on a thousand hills, but we need to learn to give
to Hm Do you know how much noney you save by being a
Christian? Do you know how expensive cigarettes and

al cohol and many ot her vices are?

G  Session Seven (3:13-15)

We conme now to the seventh and last indictnent. Let us
read verses 13-15 (read). The indictnent is, "Your words
have been harsh against Me." And of course they said,
"What have we spoken agai nst You?"

I f Malachi wote around 400 years before Christ, the
prophets had then been silent for over 100 years. |srael
was in the doldruns. Nothing seened to be happening. It
seened to them as though God did not care and it seened
as though it nmade no difference if they served God or if
they did not. Every once in a while, it seens God cones
down and speaks to nman and then there is a tinme when He
may seem wi t hdrawn. Soneone has called this |iving
between the steps. And Israel was failing m serably
between the steps. We are in a day like that. As a
matter of fact, it seens as if those who di sobey Cod,

| i ke the emergent church etc...are being blessed with
growt h. But just because God does not do sone great
thing against evil doers is no reason to forsake God.
The tinme will come when He takes another step, and the
next step may be the rapture. The Phari sees and
Sadducees cane into existence during these next 400
silent years and they had forsaken God al nbst entirely

t hough they put on a great religious show W learn this
fromJesus Christ in the Gospels.

THE RESULTS OF MALACHI 'S MESSAGE (3:16-4:3)

As | outline the book, in 3:16-4:3, we have the results
of Mal achi's nmessage. So | ook at 3:16 (read). There were
those, even in that day, that feared the Lord. God has
al ways had a remant. There have al ways been at | east
sonme. And those that feared the Lord did an inportant
thing. They spoke one to another. It is anazing the
strength that conmes from conversing with those who are
of like mnd. And God was pleased to see this. This
tells us that when those who fear the Lord converse one



with another, God takes notice. But notice that they did
not only fear the Lord, they thought on God's nane. Wen
Eri k Hovund was here he quoted A W Tozer who said,

"What first cones to your m nd when you think about God
is the nost inportant thing about you." Wen we do not
think on God's nane, or on who God is, and what Hi s
attributes are, when we think about Hm not nuch cones
to mnd. And what we think about God determ nes how we
live our lives. And God was so pleased that in this tine
when only a few renmained that truly feared H m and

t hought on H's nane that they conversed one w th anot her
that a book of renenbrance was witten before H m about
this.

Now | ook at verses 17-18 (read). Here is how God
treasures those who fear Hmand think on Hi s nane! Then
| ook at 4:1-3 (read).

THE CONCLUSI ON OF MALACHI 'S MESSACE (4:4-6)
A.  Looking back (4:4)

| view verses 4-6 as Mal achi's the final conclusion. In
verse 4, we have this conclusion |ooking back to Moses
commands (read). It is sonething |ike Sol onon's
conclusion to the book of Ecclesiastes. In Ecclesiastes
12: 13-14, he said, "Let us hear the conclusion of the
whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For
this is man’s all. For God will bring every work into
judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or
evil."

B. Looking ahead (4:5-7)

In verses 5-7, Ml achi closes by | ooking ahead (read).
In my understanding of this passage, there was a far and
near fulfillnment of this prophecy. The near fulfill nment
t ook pl ace when John the Baptist cane (see Matt. 11:11-
14). Well, the prophets fell silent after Ml achi, and
for 400 years they were silent until John the Bapti st
came. He was the very next prophet after Ml achi. And he
prepared the way for the Lord. And when his task was
done, he died a martyr's death. The | ast prophet in the
Ol died for his mnistry, and so did the first and
second prophets of the NT; John the Baptist and Jesus
Chri st.

But this prophecy will have yet have its conplete
fulfillment in the tribulation. | believe one of the two
Wi t nesses that cones at the beginning of the tribulation



and that causes nmany people to be saved will be Elijah.
Over the centuries when the Jews commenorate the
Passover they set an extra chair at the table for
Elijah, in case he m ght appear at this Passover. They
expect himto cone sone day and each Passover they
expect him During the Seder, at a certain point, one of
the children is told to go check and see if Elijah is
com ng. And each year he cones back inside to sadly
report that once nore, this year, Elijah is not com ng.
But one day he will come, as is prom sed here.

It is amazing that the final word of the OT should be
the word '"curse'. Elijah was to come and turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the
children to the fathers. J.R Church says, "Wen John
the Baptist canme in the spirit and power of Elijah, his
mnistry was cut short. He was not allowed to turn the
"heart of the children to the fathers.' Therefore, the
Lord foll owed through with His threat and snote the
earth with a curse. He drove the Jew sh people from
their land to the slave markets of the world where they
have suffered over these past 2,000 years. But when
Elijah appears the next tinme, he will succeed in
bringing revival to the nation Israel. And Jesus w |
not curse the earth, He will establish a glorious

ki ngdom and rule for one thousand years" (212).

CONCL: So, we bring to a close these studies of the m nor
prophets in the OI. In Malachi we | ooked first at the seven
sessions of God with Israel. 1 God said, "I have | oved you." And
they said, "In what way have You | oved us?" And God answers them
that he did this by |oving Jacob but hating Esau. Then the Lord
said, "You have despised My nane." And they said, "How have we
done that?" And God answers that they have defiled H s altar by
sacrificing blem shed animals. Third, they were unfaithful to
their wives and then they cried to God and asked why He woul d
not regard their offerings. And God said it was because they
were untrue to the institution of marriage. Then God said they
had wearied Hm And they asked why He woul d say that? And he
sai d because you call that which is evil good. This past week I
heard Rob Bell, whom soneone has called, 'No hell Bell.' He does
not believe there is a literal hell. But | heard this mnister
tal k about what fine Christians nany honbsexual s were. By saying
that, he called evil good!

Then God said, "Return to Me and | will return to you.” And they
said, "How shall we return?' God Almghty called themto return
and they had no idea they had even been away! There seened to be
no conviction in their own lives. Their sins had to be patiently
poi nted out to them one by one, and yet they were in rebellion.



Then God said He would send Hi s nessenger, referring to John the
Baptist. And there were no nore prophets for Israel until John,
whi ch was sone 400 years | ater

Then God said, "You have been robbing Me!" And they said, "In
what way have we robbed You?" And God had to point out to them
that they had failed in tithes and offerings, and in this way
they had robbed Hm And |ast, God said, "Your words have been
har sh agai nst Me." And again they said, "What have we spoken
agai nst You?" Well, they had said it is vain to serve God. Now I
suspect they did not say these words with their lips, they said
themw th their life. May | ask this norning, by your life,
mght it be said of you, "He or she says it is vain to serve
God." You see, when we do not serve Hm we are saying it is
vain. But nmaybe you say, "Well, | amin church.” Did you serve
Hmin church in some way this norning? O did you just cone.
Going to church is not serving God. It is for your own benefit.

Vel l, we conpleted Mal achi by | ooking at the results of his
nessage. Those who feared the Lord spoke to one another and God
wrote a book of renenbrance about that. He was pl eased that at

| east a remmant was faithful to Hm And |last, we |ooked at the
conclusion as found in 4:4-6. Ml achi called themto renenber
the | aw of Mbses, and then he prophesied that God woul d send
Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the Lord. In part,
that was fulfilled in John the Baptist. It will be conpletely
fulfilled when the two prophets conme and witness in Jerusal em
for three and one half years.



