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INTRODUCTION

We who are adopted by God through Jesus Christ, and who now live in this amazing
household of God, which is the church of the living God, have been considering God’s
mercy poured out on us through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners!

Where the sin of a sinner abounded, as in the case of Paul, God caused grace to
super-abound, producing in the unbelieving, hateful sinner, faith and love which are in
Christ Jesus.

When we were ignorant and unbelieving, Jesus Christ showed mercy to us

-because that is what we needed, being ignorant and unbelieving

-because that showed Jesus to be a longsuffering Savior, especially in the case of Paul,
who received mercy when he was the chief of sinners, as an example to all who would
believe in Jesus Christ

Near the end of last week’s sermon, we saw that we have received mercy from Jesus
Christ because that mercy shows God worthy of all honor and glory. That’s where we
take up today.

How does one behave himself in the household of God, which is the church
of God? When you think of how Christ Jesus our Lord has been merciful to
you, and longsuffering, in bringing you, an ignorant unbeliever, to faith
and eternal life, you give honor and glory to God the King eternal!

TEXT

1 Timothy 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise,
be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.



BODY

How does one behave himself in the household of God, which is the church
of God? When you think of how Christ Jesus our Lord has been merciful to
you, and longsuffering, in bringing you, an ignorant unbeliever, to faith
and eternal life, you give honor and glory to God the King eternal!

I. We Give Honor and Glory to God
A. Honor G5092 time (tee-may)
1. position or character causing a person to have value or worth,
producing esteem, producing expression of that esteem
2. examples

a) think of the Fourth Commandment, quoted in Ephesians 6,
“Honor thy father and mother” [G5091 timao]

b) 1 Timothy 6:1 Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke
count their own masters worthy of all honor, so that the name
of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed.

c¢) 1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with
understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel,
and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers
may not be hindered.

B. Glory G1391 doxa

1. something done for you; produces adoration and thankfulness;
produces praise; almost synonymous with honor; closely associated
with thanks

2. Luke 17:12-19 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him
ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. (13) And they lifted up
their voices and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" (14) So
when He saw them, He said to them, "Go, show yourselves to the
priests." And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. (15)
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with
a loud voice glorified [G1392 doxadzo] God, (16) and fell down
on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.
(17) So Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But
where are the nine? (18) Were there not any found who returned to



give glory [G1391 doxa] to God except this foreigner?" (19) And
He said to him, "Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well."
C. One is worthy of honor (because of position or character) and glory
(because of deeds)
1. since he is worthy of honor and glory, it is due him; it is his due
2. since it is his due, it is to be given to him
D. See an amazing example of giving God the glory and honor.

1. Revelation 4:9-11 Whenever the living creatures give glory and
honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever
and ever, (10) the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits
on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast
their crowns before the throne, saying: (11) "You are worthy, O
Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all
things, And by Your will they exist and were created."”

2. see that it is to the one who sits on the throne; that is, to the king

3. see that it is to the one who lives forever and ever; to the age of the
ages



II. We Give Honor and Glory to God God As the King Eternal

A. King

1.

Matthew 5:33-35 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them
of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto
the Lord thine oaths: (34) But I say unto you, Swear not at all;
neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: (35) Nor by the earth; for it
is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great
King. [quoting Psalm 48:2 read earlier]

1 Timothy 6:13-16 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who
quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius
Pilate witnessed a good confession; (14) That thou keep this
commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ: (15) Which in his times he shall shew, who is the
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;
(16) Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man
can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be
honour and power everlasting. Amen.

B. King eternal; king of ages

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Geneva King euerlasting

ESV King of ages

G165 aion an age; by extension perpetuity

Not meaning “the King” and then “eternal;” but “the King eternal” or
“the King of ages”

Other kings live and die; but God the King of ages continues to reign

C. To the King of ages praise and honor for ages of ages

1.

2.

YLT (as NASB footnote) and to the King of the ages, the incorruptible,
invisible, only wise God, is honour and glory--to the ages of the ages!
Amen.
Forever and ever
a) literally: to the king of ages be honor and glory to the ages of
ages
b) as if to say: to the king forever be honor and glory forever and
ever



III. We Can See a Glorious Example of This Giving of Honor and Glory to God As the
King Eternal in Revelation 4 and 5
A. Revelation chapter 4
1. verse 2 God on the throne as King
2. verse 8 the one their worshiping identified as God on the throne (as
King) who lives forever
3. verse 10 those men most deserving of praise and reward
a) fall down before Him
b) cast their crowns before Him
c) (denying honor and glory for themselves, ascribing it to God)
4. verse 11 the Lord said to be worthy of glory and honor because he
created all things, and did so by His will
B. Revelation chapter 5
1. verses 5-6 Jesus Christ proclaimed by His Old Testament connections
and portrayed as a Lamb that had been slain
2. verse 9 why Jesus Christ is worthy is proclaimed: because he was
killed, and He has redeemed men to God by His blood
3. verse 12 what Jesus Christ is worthy of is proclaimed: including
honor and glory
4. verse 13 what we creatures do because Jesus Christ is worthy of honor
and glory:
a) we ascribe these things to Him
b) we say, “Amen” to that
c) we fall down in worship of Him who lives forever and ever



IV. CONCLUSION
A. How give honor?
1. children, to honor their parents, obey them; so obey God
2. servants, to honor their masters, serve them; so, serve God
a) doing not what you imagine or someone tells you is the will of
the master,
b) but doing what the bible actually tells you is service to Him
B. How give glory?

1. tell of what He has done for you, for us; when you do, take no credit to
yourself for anything you have done, but all to Him for what He has
done

2. reject theological formulations that give some glory to man for his
salvation; in their place, embrace theological ideas that give God all
the glory

3. reject evangelistic methods that elevate human inventions as means
for saving lost souls; embrace evangelistic methods that depend on
the preaching of the gospel and living accordingly

4. assemble with the saints for worship on the Lord’s Day; there, as also
in your own homes, pray, read the bible, and speak to one another in
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, making melody in your hearts to
the Lord



immortal G862 aphthartos lit. undecaying; unruined
see Romans 1:23

RV, YLT incorruptible
Vulgate: inmortali
Literally “incorruptible” with implication “immortal”

See how this is expressed in our confession
1689.2.1 The Lord our God is but one only living and true God; whose subsistence is in
and of himself, infinite in being and perfection; whose essence cannot be
comprehended by any but himself; a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or
passions, who only hath immortality,

-not meaning He has only one thing, immortality

-but meaning He is the only being who has immortality in and of Himself

See the passage where that comes from right in 1 Timothy

1 Timothy 6:13-16 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and
before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; (14) That
thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ: (15) Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; (16) Who only hath immeortality
[G110 athanasia], dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no
man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.

See how mankind in sin acts toward the incorruptible, immortal God
Romans 1:21-23 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened. (22) Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, (23) And
changed the glory of the uncorruptible [G862 aphthartos] [ESV immortal] God
into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and
creeping things.

See how God the incorruptible, immortal God has dealt with us sinners in
mercy

1 Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according
to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of



Jesus Christ from the dead, (4) To an inheritance incorruptible [G862
aphthartos], and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, (5)
Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time.

See how that incorruptible reward is our motivation during this life

1 Corinthians 9:24-25 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. (25) And every man that striveth for
the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but
we an incorruptible [G862 aphthartos].

See how the Lord Jesus will bring us into the incorruptible, immortal state
with Him at the last day

1 Corinthians 15:51-54 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, (52) In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible [G862
aphthartos], and we shall be changed. (53) For this corruptible [G5349
phthartos] must put on incorruption [G861 aphtharsia], and this mortal
[G2349 thnetos] must put on immortality [G110 athanasia]. (54) So when
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed
up in victory.



invisible
see Colossians 1:15

1 Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be
honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

-all translations “invisible”

-G517 aoratos invisible from G3707 horatos visible

“Theology Proper” or “Doctrine of God”
THIS ATTRIBUTE’S PLACE IN OUR CONFESSION

1689.2.1 Of God and of the Holy Trinity

The Lord our God is but one only living and true God; whose subsistence is in and of
himself, infinite in being and perfection; whose essence cannot be comprehended by
any but himself; a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions

THE MOST APPLICABLE SCRIPTURES



1 Timothy 6:15-16 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; (16) Who only hath immortality,
dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath
seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.

1John 4:12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.

Exodus 33:18-23 And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. (19) And he said, I
will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD
before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on
whom I will shew mercy. (20) And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there
shall no man see me, and live. (21) And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by
me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: (22) And it shall come to pass, while my glory
passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand
while I pass by: (23) And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back
parts: but my face shall not be seen.

MY SIMPLE EXPLANATION OF THIS

Moses asks to be allowed to see God
Exodus 33:18 And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.

God grants that He will show something of Himself to Moses: it will be His goodness,
His grace, His mercy
Exodus 33:19 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I
will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I
will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.



God will not grant Moses to see God Himself. This he will not do, for Moses is not able
to see God, who is invisible, nor could he bear it were he able.
Exodus 33:20 And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man
see me, and live.

God will cover Moses with His hand, so that His face shall not be seen.
Exodus 33:22¢ and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by
Exodus 33:23¢ but my face shall not be seen

God will put Moses in a clift of the rock; from there God will allow Moses to see His
back parts or His train.

Exodus 33:22b I will put thee in a clift of the rock

Exodus 33:23b thou shalt see my back parts

Explained:

The human being wants to see God, his Creator.

God is invisible to the eyes of the creature.
The creature can’t see God.
The creature could not bear to see God even if he could.
(The creature cannot deal with God directly.)

God places the human being in Christ
In Christ the creature can see the goodness of God.
In Christ the name of God is proclaimed.
In Christ the sovereign grace and mercy of God can be seen.

SOME BETTER COMMENTS ON THIS

Exodus 33:18 And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.



Spurgeon:
I believe that Moses knew that “God is Spirit.” I think he must have been sensible
that the mind of man can never conceive an adequate idea of the
incomprehensible Jehovah. He must have learned that the God of Mount Sinai,
the King whose feet glowed like a furnace and made the mountain smoke, could
never be grasped by the sense of a mortal.

These eyes are but organs to convey to me the knowledge of material
substances—they cannot discern spirits! It is not their duty—it is beyond their
province.

Exodus 33:22 And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I
will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I
pass by:

Carroll:
Now, the idea is that God, Elohim, is as a consuming fire out of Christ; man
cannot see him and live. Hence Moses was placed in a refuge, while God's hand
closed the aperture as Elohim passed by. But after Elohim passed, Moses might
safely see Jehovah Elohim, that is, God revealed as a Saviour. The hymn is
Toplady's "Rock of Ages." The idea is just the same when the children of Israel
were placed behind the blood sprinkled door as the angel of death passed by.

Exodus 33:23 And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back
parts: but my face shall not be seen.

JFB:
The face, hand, back parts, are to be understood figuratively.

Henry:
Note, God's goodness is his glory; and he will have us to know him by the glory of
his mercy more than by the glory of his majesty

When we see what God has done in his works, observe the goings of our God, our
King, we see (as it were) his back-parts. The best thus know but in part, and we



cannot order our speech concerning God, by reason of darkness, any more than
we can describe a man whose face we never saw.

Gill:
it denotes the imperfect knowledge of God in the present state, even as revealed
in Christ, in whom there are the clearest and brightest displays of his glory; yet
this, in comparison of the beatific sight of him, is but like seeing a man that is
gone by, whose back is only to be seen:

Spurgeon:
All that we can ever see of God is what He called His “back parts.” The words, I
think, signify “regal train.” You have seen kings with regal trains trailing behind
them—and all we can ever see of God is His train that floats behind Him.

I cannot conceive what God Himself is! All I can ever learn, all that the thunder
ever spoke, all that the boisterous ocean ever could teach me, all that the heaven
above, or the earth beneath, can ever open to my mind is nothing but the “back
parts” of God. I can never see Him, nor can fully understand what He is.

SOME VERY HELPFUL THEOLOGICAL EXPLANATION OF THIS

Ussher:

How then can he be known of us, being Incomprehensible?

Though his Substance be past finding out of Man or Angels, yet may he be known by his
Properties and Actions (Amos 4:13), and we may conceive of him by his Name (Exodus
33:19 and 34:5-6, Psalm 145:1-2), expressing what an one he is to us; though we are not
able to know him according to the excellency of his Glorious Nature, only known unto
himself (Judges 13:18), therefore he said to Moses, Exodus 33:20, My Face, that is the
Glory of my Majesty (he does not say, thou might not, or thou shalt not, but), thou
canst not see; for there shall no Man see me, and live. But thou shalt see my back parts
(verse 23), that is, some small measure of my Glory, so far as thou art able to
comprehend it.

And even as Princes have their Secrets, whereunto all their Subjects are not made privy,
neither is it lawful for them to search into them; and yet do they so far forth publish
their Commandments as is profitable for them to know: So the Prince of all Prineces
hath his Secrets, unto which we are not privy, and into which we may not search; yet he



hath so far revealed himself unto us (by his Works and Word) as is necessary and
profitable for us to know, Deut 29:29.

How many things conceive you of God, when you say that he is a Spirit?
Six things.

1. That he is a Living Substance

2. That he is Incorruptible

3. That he is Incorporeal; without Body, Flesh, Blood, or Bones. For a Spirit hath

not such Matther, Luke 24:39

4. That he is Invisible, i.e. he hath not bee seen with any mortal eye, neither can
any Man possibly see him.
That he is Intangible, not felt.
6. That he is Indivisible, i.e. he cannot be divided

e

Ojection: We read that God appeared to Abraham; and that he showed
himself to the Israelites.

God gave them indeed some outward sights, whereby they might be certain of his
Presence; and therefore it is said that the Lord appeared unto them, but his Substance
or Essence they saw not. For to know God perfectly, is proper to God only, John 6:46.

John 6:44-46 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw
him: and I will raise him up at the last day. (45) It is written in the prophets, And they
shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the
Father, cometh unto me. (46) Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is
of God, he hath seen the Father.

Objection: We read that Man was made according to the Image of God. It
would seem therefore that God is Corporeal and Visible, as Man is.

The Image of God consisteth not in the Shape and Figure of the Body, but in the Mind
and Integrity of Nature, or (as the Scripture saith) in Wisdom, Righteousness and
Holiness, Col 3:10, Eph 4:24

Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after
the image of him that created him:



Ephesians 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.

Objection: Why then does the Scripture attribute unto him Hands, Feet,
etc.

The Scripture so speaketh of him as we are able to conceive: And therefore in these and
such-like Speeches, humbleth it self to our Capacity, attributing Members unto God to
signify the like Actions in him.

the only God
see
Romans 16:27
John 5:44
John 17:3

wise
KJV 1 Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only [G3441

monos] wise [G4680 sophos] God [G2316 theos], be honour and glory for ever
and ever. Amen.



NKJV Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor
and glory forever and ever. Amen.

ESV To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.

TEXTUAL VARIATION:
-the only wise God; God who alone is wise OR
-the only God

We don’t know whether sophia was added or omitted; it was long, long ago; there is
only speculation.

ANOTHER PLACE IN PAUL’S LETTERS

Romans 16:27
KJV To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.
NKJV to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.
ASYV to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever. Amen.
ESV to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
RWP: (monoi sophoi theot). Better, “to God alone wise.” See note on 1Ti_1:17
without sophoi.

A STATEMENT IN JOHN

John 17:3

KJV And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.

NIV, NKJV, ESV, others the only true God

WYC, GEN “very” instead of “true”

A VERY HELPFUL PARALLEL IN THE OLD TESTAMENT



Question: Isaiah 40:12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand,
Measured heaven with a span And calculated the dust of the earth in a measure?
Weighed the mountains in scales And the hills in a balance?

Answer: only God 1689.2.1 “immense”

Question: Isaiah 40:13-14 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, Or as His
counselor has taught Him? (14) With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed
Him, And taught Him in the path of justice? Who taught Him knowledge, And showed
Him the way of understanding?

Answer: no one 1689.2.1 “most wise”

Question: Isaiah 40:15-18 Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, And are
counted as the small dust on the scales; Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing.
(16) And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, Nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt offering.
(17) All nations before Him are as nothing, And they are counted by Him less than
nothing and worthless. (18) To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will
you compare to Him?

Answer: no one; nothing 1689.2.1 “whose essence cannot be comprehended by any but
himself”

Question: Isaiah 40:19-25 The workman molds an image, The goldsmith overspreads
it with gold, And the silversmith casts silver chains. (20) Whoever is too impoverished
for such a contribution Chooses a tree that will not rot; He seeks for himself a skillful
workman To prepare a carved image that will not totter. (21) Have you not known?
Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not
understood from the foundations of the earth?

Answer: yes, we have; yes, it has; yes, we have

Question: Isaiah 40:22-25 It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its
inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, And
spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. (23) He brings the princes to nothing; He
makes the judges of the earth useless. (24) Scarcely shall they be planted, Scarcely



shall they be sown, Scarcely shall their stock take root in the earth, When He will also
blow on them, And they will wither, And the whirlwind will take them away like
stubble. (25) "To whom then will you liken Me, Or to whom shall I be equal?" says the
Holy One.

Answer: no one, nothing

1689.2.2 to him is due from angels and men, whatsoever worship, service, or
obedience, as creatures they owe unto the Creator, and whatever he is further pleased
to require of them.

KJV 1 Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only [G3441
monos] wise [G4680 sophos] God [G2316 theos], be honour and glory for ever
and ever. Amen.

RWP:
monoi theoi Romans 16:27; John 5:44; John 17:3

Calvin:
the Only Wise, because he renders foolish, and condemns as vanity, all the
wisdom of men.

Poole:
Only wise, primitively and originally, and eminently, from whom all wisdom is
derived.

Gill:
he is "the only God", so the Alexandrian copy, the Syriac and Vulgate Latin
versions, read; not to the exclusion of the Father or Spirit, but in opposition to all
false deities, or those who are not by nature God: and he is the only wise God;
who is wisdom itself, and of himself; and is the fountain of wisdom, both natural
and spiritual, unto others; wherefore to him be

Clarke:
The word coglal wise, is omitted by AD*FG, Syriac, Erpen’s Arabic, Coptic,
Sahidic, Ethiopic, Armenian, Vulgate, and Itala. Some of the Greek fathers quote
it sometimes, and omit it at others; which shows that it was an unsettled reading,
probably borrowed from Rom_ 16:27 (note). Griesbach leaves it out of the text.



Without it the reading is very strong and appropriate: To the only God; nothing
visible or invisible being worthy of adoration but himself.

Barnes:
The word “wise” is missing in many mss., and in some editions of the New
Testament. It is omitted by Griesbach; marked as doubtful by Tittman, and
rejected in the valuable edition of Hahn. Erasmus conjectures that it was added
against the Arians, who maintained that the Father only was God, and that as he
is here mentioned as such, the word wise was interpolated to denote merely that
the attribute of perfect wisdom belonged only to him. Wetstein regards the
reading as genuine, and suspects that in some of the early manuscripts where it is
missing it was omitted by the transcriber, because it was regarded as inelegant for
two adjectives to be united in this manner. It is not easy to determine as to the
genuineness of the reading. The sense is not materially affected, whichever view
be adopted. It is true that Yahweh is the only God; it is also true that he is the
only wise God. The gods of the pagan are “vanity and a lie,” and they are wholly
destitute of wisdom; see Psa_115:3-8; Psa_135:15-18; Isa_40:18-20;
Isa_44:10-17.

Fairbairn:
(the received text has also ooq)%), but against the best authorities)

Ellicott:
The only wise God.—The only God, the most ancient authorities omitting “wise.”
“Only,” as in 1Ti_6:15 : “the blessed and only potentate.” “The only God,” a
contrast to the multitude of created spirits, angels, principalities, powers, &c.
(See 1Co_8:5-6.)

JFB:
The oldest manuscripts omit “wise,” which probably crept in from Rom_ 16:27,
where it is more appropriate to the context than here (compare Jud_1:25). “The
only Potentate” (1Ti_6:15; Psa_86:10; Joh_5:44).

VWS:
Wise should be omitted. Rend. The only God. Zocp% wise was interpolated from
Rom_ 16:27 - the only instance in which Paul applies the term to God. Comp.
Jud_1:4,Jud_1:25; Luk_5:21; Joh_5:44.



WYC And to the king of worldis, vndeedli and vnvysible God aloone, be onour and
glorie in to worldis of worldis. Amen.
BB Nowe, vnto the kyng euerlastyng, immortall, inuisible, vihto God onlye wise [be]
honour and glorie for euer and euer, Amen.
GEN Nowe vnto the King euerlasting, immortall, inuisible, vinto God onely wise, be
honour and glorie, for euer, and euer, Amen.
KJV Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
RV Now unto the King eternal, incorruptible, invisible, the only God, behonour and
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
ASV Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, [be] honor and
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
YLT and to the King of the ages, the incorruptible, invisible, only wise God, is honour
and glory--to the ages of the ages! Amen.
NASB Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen

Lit. of the ages Lit. to the ages of the ages
NKJV Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor
and glory forever and ever. Amen.
ESV To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Clarke:
The word coglal wise, is omitted by AD*FG, Syriac, Erpen’s Arabic, Coptic,
Sahidic, Ethiopic, Armenian, Vulgate, and Itala. Some of the Greek fathers quote
it sometimes, and omit it at others; which shows that it was an unsettled reading,
probably borrowed from Rom_ 16:27 (note). Griesbach leaves it out of the text.
Without it the reading is very strong and appropriate: To the only God; nothing
visible or invisible being worthy of adoration but himself.

Barnes:
The word “wise” is missing in many mss., and in some editions of the New
Testament. It is omitted by Griesbach; marked as doubtful by Tittman, and
rejected in the valuable edition of Hahn. Erasmus conjectures that it was added



against the Arians, who maintained that the Father only was God, and that as he
is here mentioned as such, the word wise was interpolated to denote merely that
the attribute of perfect wisdom belonged only to him. Wetstein regards the
reading as genuine, and suspects that in some of the early manuscripts where it is
missing it was omitted by the transcriber, because it was regarded as inelegant for
two adjectives to be united in this manner. It is not easy to determine as to the
genuineness of the reading. The sense is not materially affected, whichever view
be adopted. It is true that Yahweh is the only God; it is also true that he is the
only wise God. The gods of the pagan are “vanity and a lie,” and they are wholly
destitute of wisdom

VWS:
Wise should be omitted. Rend. The only God. Zocp% wise was interpolated from
Rom_ 16:27 - the only instance in which Paul applies the term to God.

Ellicott:
The only God, the most ancient authorities omitting “wise.” “Only,” as in 1Ti_6:15
: “the blessed and only potentate.” “The only God,” a contrast to the multitude of
created spirits, angels, principalities, powers, &c. (See 1Co_8:5-6.)

JFB:
The oldest manuscripts omit “wise,” which probably crept in from Rom_ 16:27,
where it is more appropriate to the context than here



honor and glory

Hebrews 3:3 For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses,
inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor than the house.

Revelation 4:9-11 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to
Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, (10) the twenty-four elders fall
down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever,
and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: (11) "You are worthy, O Lord, To
receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they
exist and were created."

honor and glory are things given and received
honor is due someone because of his worthy, his being worthy
honor G5092 time (tee-may) lit. value; by analogy esteem

value or worth, producing esteem, producing expression of that esteem, being worship

Webster:
esteem due or paid to worth; high estimation
A testimony of esteem; any expression of respect or of high estimation by words
or actions
Reverence; veneration; or any act by which reverence and submission are
expressed, as worship paid to the Supreme Being.



Romans 13:7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs
to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.

1 Timothy 5:17-18 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in the word and doctrine. (18) For the Scripture says, "YOU
SHALL NOT MUZZLE AN OX WHILE IT TREADS OUT THE GRAIN," and, "THE
LABORER IS WORTHY OF HIS WAGES."

glory G1391 doxa honor, praise, worship

Webster:
praise ascribed in adoration; honor
honor, praise

Luke 17:12-19 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were
lepers, who stood afar off. (13) And they lifted up their voices and said, "Jesus, Master,
have mercy on us!" (14) So when He saw them, He said to them, "Go, show yourselves
to the priests." And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. (15) And one of
them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified
[G1392 doxadzo] God, (16) and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks.
And he was a Samaritan. (17) So Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten
cleansed? But where are the nine? (18) Were there not any found who returned to give
glory [G1391 doxa] to God except this foreigner?" (19) And He said to him, "Arise,
go your way. Your faith has made you well."

Call to Worship: Revelation 4:11 - Jimmy
Scripture Reading: Psalm 48 - Mark
Sermon: “To the King Eternal Be Honor and Glory” 1 Timothy 1:17



Benediction: Hebrews 13:20-21

Prelude: Trinity 122 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” - Dorita
Trinity 218 (first tune) “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” - Dorita
Trinity 1 “All People That On Earth Do Dwell” - Dorita

Trinity 175 “Man of Sorrows” - Anna

Grace 42 “Eternal God Exalted” - Camille



