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With additional prayer and fasting, Daniel is prepared for even more detailed revelations.

I. Verse 1 gives an introduction to the final three chapters of Daniel. (v. 1)

1. Daniel had been praying and fasting, most likely as a result of the poor report of

progress at the rebuilding in Jerusalem. (v. 2-3)

“This 1s to be a lasting ordinance for you: On the tenth day of the seventh month you must
humble (deny) yourselves and not do any work—whether native-born or a foreigner residing
among you— because on this day atonement will be made for you, to cleanse you. Then, before
the LoRD, you will be clean from all your sins. It is a day of sabbath rest, and you must humble
(deny) yourselves; it is a lasting ordinance. (Leviticus 16:29-31)

Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of Judah and make them afraid
to go on building. They bribed officials to work against them and frustrate their plans during the
entire reign of Cyrus king of Persia and down to the reign of Darius king of Persia. (Ezra 4:4-5)

As soon as the copy of the letter of King Artaxerxes was read to Rehum and Shimshai the
secretary and their associates, they went immediately to the Jews in Jerusalem and compelled
them by force to stop. Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a standstill until
the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia. (Ezra 4:23-24)

I11. Daniel saw a vision of the pre-incarnate Christ. (v. 4-6)

Then there came a voice from above the vault over their heads as they stood with lowered
wings. Above the vault over their heads was what looked like a throne of lapis lazuli, and high
above on the throne was a figure like that of a man. | saw that from what appeared to be his
waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there down he looked like
fire; and brilliant light surrounded him. Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a
rainy day, so was the radiance around him.

This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LorRD. When | saw it, | fell
facedown, and | heard the voice of one speaking. (Ezekiel 1:25-28)

I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that
are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of
Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,
which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”



| turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when | turned | saw seven golden
lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe
reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. The hair on his head was
white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. (Revelation 1:9-15)

As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He
fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. ® “Now get up and go into the city, and you
will be told what you must do.”

The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see
anyone. (Acts 9:3-7)

IVV. Daniel was overcome and left feeble by the impact of this vision. (v. 8-9)

When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said:
“Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. | am the Living One; | was dead, and now look, |
am alive for ever and ever! And | hold the keys of death and Hades. (Revelation 1:17-18)

So the LoRD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took
one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. (Genesis 2:21)

As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came
over him. (Genesis 15:12)

V. An angel explains that he has been sent in answer to Daniel’s prayer, and he

strengthens Daniel three times. (v. 10-12)

V1. Angelic warfare is explained as the reason for the delay in God answering Daniel’s

prayer. (v. 13)

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre
and say to him: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says:
““You were the seal of perfection,

full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
You were in Eden,

the garden of God;
every precious stone adorned you:

carnelian, chrysolite and emerald,

topaz, onyx and jasper,

lapis lazuli, turquoise and beryl.
Your settings and mountings were made of gold;



on the day you were created they were prepared.
You were anointed as a guardian cherub,
for so | ordained you.
You were on the holy mount of God,
you walked among the fiery stones.
You were blameless in your ways
from the day you were created
till wickedness was found in you.
Through your widespread trade
you were filled with violence,
and you sinned.
So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God,
and | expelled you, guardian cherub,
from among the fiery stones.
Your heart became proud
on account of your beauty,
and you corrupted your wisdom
because of your splendor.
So | threw you to the earth;
I made a spectacle of you before kings. (Ezekiel 28:11-17)

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. (2 Corinthians 10:3-4)

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms. (Ephesians 6:12)

But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses,
did not himself dare to condemn him for slander but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” (Jude 9)

Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon
and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.
The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads
the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. (Revelation 12:7-9)

VII1. The angel prepares Daniel to hear visions of Israel’s future, leaving him again
weakened. (v. 14-19)

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in
persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:9-10)



VIII. Daniel is told that the angelic warfare has been ongoing and will continue. (v. 20-
11:1)

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now
at work in those who are disobedient. (Ephesians 2:1-2)

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4)

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. (2
Corinthians 10:3-5)

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and
not from us. (2 Corinthians 4:7)



