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Morocco—Christian Man Imprisoned for Evangelism
Sources: World Watch Monitor, VOM Sources

Psalm 119:49—50

Mohamed el Baldi, a Moroccan Christian from the town of Ain Aicha, has been fined and
sentenced to two and a half years in prison for sharing the gospel. Mohamed, age 34, was
arrested after an Aug. 28 raid on his house in which his Bible and other Christian materials were
confiscated. VOM sources report that Mohamed was mistreated during the first night of his
arrest. At a court hearing on Sept. 3, he was ordered to pay 5,000 dirhams (about $600) for
“shaking the faith of a Muslim.” Propagating Christianity is prohibited under the Moroccan penal
code. By law, the maximum punishment is three to six months in prison with a fine of 200 to
500 dirhams. Mohamed has contacted a lawyer to appeal his case.

Ecypr—Christians Forced to Pay Muslim Brotherhood for Safety
Source: VOM Sources

Job 36:15

Christians in the city of Dalga have been forced to pay a tax, called “jizya,” to the Muslim
Brotherhood to prevent attacks by the group. The nearly 20,000 Christians in Dalga lived in
peace with their Muslim neighbors until President Morsi was removed from office on July 3.
Since then, Christians have had to pay the Muslim Brotherhood anywhere from 200 to 1,000
Egyptian pounds ($30 to $150) per day to prevent attacks by the group’s Islamist members.
Christians report that neither police nor government officials nor the Egyptian army will protect
Christians in the area. More than 150 Christian families have fled Dalga because they could not
pay the jizya tax, which is now being required of non-Muslims in other areas as well. On Sept.
12, Emad Lotfy Demian, a 50-year-old husband and father of five, and his cousin Medhat
Demian, a 37-year-old husband and father of three, were murdered by members of the Muslim
Brotherhood after refusing to pay a jizya of 10,000 pounds ($1,500).

NiceriA—Twenty-Five Churches Slated for Demolition
Sources: VOM Sources, AllAfrica

Jeremiah 1:19

Government authorities in northern Nigeria’s Borno state plan to demolish 25 churches and
schools, ostensibly to make room for new housing. However, no plans for the housing
development have been produced. Christian leaders believe this is another attempt by local
governments in northern Nigeria to persecute the Christian minority. The proposed demolitions
would compound security challenges that Christians already face from the militant group Boko
Haram. “We have seen the eviction notice from Borno state government,” said Dr. Asake,
general secretary of the Christian Association of Nigeria. “We are Nigerians, and there are other
places where the state government can develop. The areas earmarked for demolition are
already developed with churches and schools. Christians have already suffered enough in Borno
state.”
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AzERBAIJAN—VOM Project

Pray for 20 indigenous ministers that VOM supports in Azerbaijan. The government in

Azerbaijan persecutes unregistered churches throughout the country and confiscates Christian
literature.

CorLomBIA—VOM Project

Pray for provision and encouragement of Colombian widows and for VOM’s support of them.
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