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The Sermon  
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Genesis 6:1-8 August  29, 2021 

"The World Gone Mad"  TRANSCRIPT 

 

I  want  to begin by reading the passage , as I  always do , Genesis chapter 6 . 

Today we're looking at  verses 1 through 8. And the tit le of this message is 

"The World Gone Mad." The Word of God reads , "  Now i t  came about , when 

men began to mul tiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to 

them, that  the sons of God saw that  the daughters of men were beaut i ful;  

and they took wives for themselves , whomever they chose. Then the Lord 

said, 'My Spiri t  shall  not  st rive with man fo rever, because he also is f lesh;  

nevertheless his days shal l  be one hundred and twenty years . '  The Nephi lim 

were on the earth in those days, and a lso afterward , when the sons of God 

came in to the daughters of men, and they bore chi ldren to them. Those 

were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.   

 

"Then the Lord saw that  the wickedness of man was great  on the earth, and 

that  every intent  of the thoughts of his hear t  was only evi l  continual ly. The 

Lord was sorry that  He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in 

His heart . The Lord said, 'I  wi l l  blot  out  man whom I have created from the 

face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to bi rds of the 

sky;  for I  am sorry that  I  have made them. ' But  Noah found favor in the 

eyes of the Lord." What  a passage. What  a passage. Let 's go to the Lord in 

prayer .  

 

[Prayer] Father , we so need Your assistance today to dig into these verses ,  

and have them dig into us. We need the minist ry of the Holy Spirit  to be our 
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teacher , and to open our eyes so that  we may behold t ruths in Your Word. 

Lord, I  pray that  You would assist  me, that  You would fill  me wi th Your 

Spiri t  and sti r  up within me the gi ft  to teach and to preach , so that  I  could 

be a channel  through which Your Word would go forth wi th accuracy and 

clari ty. I  pray for everyone here today, that  You would give recept ive hearts 

and enl ightened minds and eager wi lls to pursue what  You require. So , 

Lord, as we now come to this passage which has been preached count less 

times down through the centuries , I  pray that  You would visi t  us this day 

here in Dal las , Texas, that  this passage would be just  as fresh wi th us as 

when i t  was fi rst  recorded by Moses. So , Lord, we look to You. Bless now 

us, Your people, in this place, in Jesus ' name. Amen. [End]  

 

In these verses which I 've just  read we cl early see th e moral  insani ty of the 

world in the days of Noah before the flood . And we l ive in just  such a 

world gone mad . We look at  this passage and it  i s like looking into a 

mirror . And this i s the world in which you and I live ;  no passage could be 

more relevant  fo r us today than this text , because this i s precisely what  we 

see today. The more things change , the more things remain the same . We 

look to our left , and we look to our right , in our ci ty , in our nation , and in 

our world , and we see Genesis 6 :1-8. We see the world in which we l ive and 

out  of control . We see the world gone mad .  

 

We see the world living in moral  insani ty . We see the world with a 

reprobate mind . And so we l ive in a world in which right  i s wrong and 

wrong is right . We l ive in a world in which men are wi th men and women 

are wi th women . We l ive in an insane world in which men are becoming 

women and women are becoming men . And wherever people reject  the 

knowledge of God , i t  always resul ts in a world gone mad . When i t  loses i t s 

moral  bearing , when i t  loses i t s moral  compass , there is no other al ternat ive 

but  that  that  world becomes intolerable and insane . That 's precisely what  we 

see here in Romans chapter 6 , and that  i s precisely what  we see in the world 

in which we l ive.  

 

Here in Genesis 6 we see the world sel f -dest ructing , we see the world 

imploding, fal l ing on it s own sword . This i s  the world in the days before the 

worldwide flood that  drowned the ent i re human race , wi th the except ion of 



5622  Dyer  S t ree t ,  Su i te  200  |  Da l la s ,  Texas  |  75206  |  214 . 972 . 9679  |  

T r in i tyB ib lechurchofda l la s . com  

3 

 

one family . So as we walk through this passage , there is a note of sobriety 

and seriousness as we walk through this  that  i t  wil l  end on the high ground 

of saving grace .  

 

So I want  you to note in the fi rst  two verses , as we just  stai rstep our way 

through this:  "The shameful  union . The shameful  union ." And that 's how 

this passage begins . We read in verse 1 , "Now it  came about ," –  in other 

words, wi th the further passing of time  –  "when men began to mul tiply on 

the face of the land ." They began to mul tiply with exponen tial  population 

growth. Do not  think of this t ime as a sparsely -populated world , i t  was a 

world that  was mul tiplying by the day .  

 

And it  says , "and daughters were born to them ." Why would he say 

daughters? Why not  sons? Because daughters have the capaci ty  to del iver 

babies and to mul tiply the population wi th even great er rapidity . And so 

Moses as he records this paints the picture of the scene . He wants us to 

know that  there were daughters and daughters and daughters and daughters 

that  were bearing chi ldren.  

 

And we come to verse 2 , which is real ly the impact  under this fi rst  heading , 

"that  the sons of God saw that  the daughters of men were beaut i ful ;  and 

they took for themselves whomever they wish ."  And so the quest ion for us 

i s, "Who are these sons of God, and who are these daughters of men ?" 

That 's the interpret ive knot  that 's going to have to be unt ied ;  and once we 

untie it , i t  wil l  yield not  only insight , but  it wi ll  speak to us today .  

 

Oh, there are four options on who the sons of God are , and I 'm actual ly 

going to take a moment  just  to lay these out before you . There are many 

Bible scholars  who would say these are fal len angels , the sons of God, 

demon spirit s embodied in some human form , or just  in thei r fal len demonic 

state that  have cohabi tated with daughters o f men to produce a hybrid or 

mongrel  offspring . I  don 't  think that 's the proper interpretat ion of this , 

though sons of God is used three t imes in the Old Testament  in the book of 

Job to describe the angels .  I  think that 's really based more on 

sensat ionalism than proper interpretat ion .  
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Jesus Himself said in Mark 12:23 that  the angels nei ther marry , nor are 

given in marriage . And I think that 's just  too far of a st retch , that 's just  

reading too much into this passage . In fact , John Calvin cal ls this posit ion 

an absurdi ty;  and I would have to agree wi th him. And you 'l l  also note in 

verse 3 that  the men , that  those who are involved are cal led "man ," not  

angels.  

 

A second option is  that  these are mighty men , the sons of God , that  these 

are dominant  powers , and they are often t ied in with the Nephil im in verse 

4:  mighty men, proud, arrogant , dominant , dominat ing weak women and 

pushing themselves upon them . But  the text says nothing of that . The thi rd 

option is that  these sons of God are from the l ine of Seth , and the daughters 

of men are from the l ine of Cain , and that  might  be closer to the t ruth . But  I  

think it 's the fourth option that  real ly is the key that  unlocks this passage 

and i t  i s very simply this , that  the sons of God are exact ly what  it  says they 

are:  they are the sons of God , they are bel ievers who have been adopted into 

God's family .  

 

I  agree wi th John Calvin that  the t rue interpretat ion of any passage is that  

which is most  plain and obvious and what  i s most  plain . And obvious is that  

the sons of God are indeed sons of God , that  they are bel ievers  who may 

have come down through the line of Seth . And the daughters of men are just  

that , they 're daughters of men . They're not  daughters of God , they 're not  of 

God, they are daughters of men , meaning that  they are unbel ievers . And so 

what  we have here is bel ievers marrying unbel ievers , that  the sons of God 

are marrying whomever they choose based upon the outward physical  

appearance.  

 

"They saw that  the daughters of men were beaut i ful ," they were at t ract ive, 

and there was on the inside an exci tement  that  drew them to these daughters 

of men;  and yet  they did not  see the heart , they did not  see fai th , they did 

not  see devot ion to God;  and thei r fleshly appet ites ran away wi th them , and 

they married against  the wi ll  of God. "They married" –  i t  says at  the end 

of verse 2 –  "to whom they chose ," not  the one whom God would have 

marked out  for them. Their f lesh , thei r lusts were l eading them . I l ike what  
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John Calvin writes when he wri tes , "They were the sons of God by 

adopt ion, whom he had set  apart  for Himself , whi le the rest " –  r eferring to 

the rest  of the human race –  "were left  in thei r original  condition . For 

when Scripture speaks of the sons of God , somet imes i t  has respect  to 

eternal  el ect ion ."  

 

And so I think that  this i s what  was taking place . They violated the t ruth . 

Whether i t  had been revealed at  this time and not  recorded in Scripture  –  

and remember , we've been fast -forwarding over many , many generat ions;  we 

did that  last  week in Genesis 5  –  we don 't  have everything that  was being 

communicat ed by God to His people wri tten down at  the beginning of 

Genesis. So whether i t  was di rect ly communicat ed that  a bel iever should 

only marry another bel iever , or whether God wrote it  on the conscience , 

writ ing His law in thei r heart , nevertheless that  would be clearly 

understood.  

 

And the Bible does teach this , does i t  not , that  we are to only marry in the 

Lord, that  a bel iever i s only to marry in the Lord . Second Corinthians 6 , 

and verses 14 and 16 –  i t 's actual ly 2 Corinthians 6 , I  wrote i t  down wrong 

in my notes as you 're running the computer .  I t 's second Corinthians 6 , 

verses 14 through 16 . Listen to this:  "Do not  be bound together wi th 

unbel ievers ."  

 

Now this i s not  immediately referring to marriage , as Paul  writes to the 

Corinthians, i t 's referring to minist ry , that , "Don't  t ry to reach the world by 

becoming a partner wi th those who preach a false gospel  or who are 

unsaved." No , they 're not  our minist ry partner , they 're our mission field , 

and i t  sends a mixed s ignal  to the world i f  we partner wi th unbelievers in 

gospel  enterprise in order to reach the world . That 's the whole point  of 2 

Corinthians 6 :14-16.  

 

So let  me read i t  again :  "Do not  be bound together wi th unbelievers ." We're 

to be in the world , but  not  of the world , r ight? He goes on to say , "for what  

partnership have righteousness and lawlessness , or what  fel lowship has l ight  

wi th darkness? Or what  harmony has Christ  wi th Bel ial , or what  i s a 
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bel iever in common with an unbeliever ? Or what  agreement  has the temple 

of God with idols?"  

 

Those are five rhetorical  quest ions that  Paul  does not  even bother to 

answer , because any thinking person immediately knows the answer , that  

there i s zero common ground on a spi ri tual  level , that  there is no mutual  

holding of common core convict ions at  the deepest  level .  There is no 

fel lowship between l ight  and darkness . There is no fel lowship between 

Christ  and the devi l . And so that 's why God forbids a bel iever to marry an 

unbel iever .  

 

And I don 't  normally do this , but  I  want  to read John Calvin again , as he 

gives really the best interpretation five hundred years ago of this passage, 

and I want you to hear the great  expositor himself on this very point :  "It  was 

an intolerable profanity to pervert and to confound the order appointed by 

God," meaning the marriage order : believer and a believer . "It i s not  a light  

crime to violate a dist inction established by the Lord . The worshipers of God 

are to be separated from profane nations . But they prostituted themselves . In 

the succession of time" –  meaning over multiple generations  –  "the sons of 

God should degenerate when they bind themselves in the same yoke with 

unbelievers. They formed illicit  marriages after thei r own lusts . By mingling 

themselves with the wicked , they profaned the worship of God and fell  away 

from the faith ."  

 

And Proverbs would put  it  this way:  "Can a man take a fi re int o his bosom 

and be not  burned?" And the answer is of course he wi l l  be burned i f  he 

takes a fi re into his bosom. And i t  was this shameful  union of believers 

marrying unbel ievers  that  contributed great ly to the demise of the ancient  

world before the flood . I t  wasn 't  the only sin that  was taking place , but  it  

was the di luting of the influence of bel ievers . There is now not  the 

rest rict ion of holding back the corruption . The sal t  of  the world was being 

compromised . And when the sal t  becomes compromised , there is nothing to 

hold back the corruption of the world .  
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If  it  wasn 't  for the church in the world today , I  promise you , you wouldn 't  

even want  to be here. I t  i s the moral  influence of godly believers in the 

world that  i s serving as the sal t  that  i s rest raining the corruption of the 

world . But  when you remove the sal t , al l  hell  breaks loose . And so by the 

time of the flood , the sal t  had become so weakened that  there were only 

eight  believers on the planet . With each one of these commingling of 

marriages , i t  was a weakening , a weakening, a weakening , a weakening of 

the influence of the godly , and how this whole thing has boi led down to one 

family , and the whole world , the whole ent ire world caught  up in the 

grossest  corruptions imaginable .  

 

Jesus Himself said in Luke 14 :34, "Sal t  i s good;  but  i f  even sal t  has become 

tasteless ,"  –  meaning it 's become washed out , it 's lost  i t s savor  –  "wi th 

what  wi ll  i t  be seasoned . I t  i s useless ." Now l isten to this :  "I t  i s useless 

ei ther for the soil " –  meaning to be used as fert i lizer –  "or for the manure 

pile."  I t 's not  even potent  enough to tone down the stench of the manure 

pile. That 's how worthless a so -cal led Christian is who has lost  his 

distinct iveness , who has lost  his convict ions , who has lost  his way . In fact , 

i s showing himself to be not  even a Christian at  al l , but  only in name only . 

And so the only thing holding back the complete corrupt ion of this nat ion 

this day is the church of the Lord Jesus Christ .  

 

The rug has been pul led out  from underneath us in this cul ture and in this 

society;  and where we once had family mores and family values that  had 

been passed down real ly just  in the form of t radition , and then wi th pulpits 

abandoning the Word of God, and God 's  people becoming more anemic , 

more anemic, more anemic, we are left  in a nat ion  right  now and left  in a 

world in which we are but  i slands , i slands assaul t  in the midst  of oceans of 

corruption . And there 's  not  enough to stem the t ide, there's not  enough to 

hold it  back . And that 's exact ly what  took place in Genesis chapter 6. I t  was 

more than what  one family could do to retard the stench of the world . And 

so that 's how this begins . I t  begins wi th a shameful  union;  and it  still  goes 

on today.  

 

I  once pastored a very large church in another st ate , and I had the richest  

woman in town come to me and ask i f  I  would marry her to the richest  man 
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in the region in this church . And I asked him, when he came privately , to 

give me his test imony of fai th in the Lord Jesus Christ . And he told me that  

you had to be bapt ized in order to be saved , that  only that  water would be a 

part  of washing away sin . And I said , "Si r , I  cannot  marry a bel iever to an 

unbel iever ." And he said , "Who's the unbel iever ?" and I said , "You are, si r . 

Despi te the fact  that  the universi ty is named after your name here in town, 

and despi te the fact  that  the ai rport  terminal  i s named after the woman you 

want  to marry , I  cannot  marry a bel iever to an unbel iever . I t  would violate 

every sermon I ever preached . I t  would send a signal  to every young girl  in 

this church that  i t  does not  mat ter who you marry , and i t  would send a 

signal  to every family and to every young man , "Just  let  your lusts lead you 

to what  looks beaut i ful ."  

 

What  was going on here was the shameful  union of believers  marrying 

unbel ievers . And there are those even wi th us here today who , when you 

were married , you both were unbel ievers , and you have become a bel iever . 

And you now know the di fficulty of being unequal ly yoked to an unbel iever , 

and how i t 's like t rying to drive a car  wi th the emergency brake on ;  you just  

can 't  quite move forward .  

 

And before I move on , I  want  to say to every young person here today and 

everyone who is not  married , that  you may only marry in the Lord . I t  does 

not  mat ter how much you like another person . I t  does not  mat ter how you 

mesh or the chemist ry you would have . If  you as a bel iever marry an 

unbel iever , you are flagrant ly violat ing the Word of God, and you have just  

bought  into more t rouble than you can ever imagine :  the shameful  union .  

 

Second , I  want  you to note:  "The sober warning ." How did God respond to 

this? Did God say , "Hey, we can work this al l  out ;  we'l l  f ind common 

ground;  we'l l  meet  in the middle"? No . In verse 3 , God Himself i s the 

speaker . And just  as speculat ion , the text  does not  say i t , but  in 2 Peter 2 :5, 

Noah is cal led a preacher of r ighteousness . And it  may be that  Noah was 

actual ly the preacher of this message ;  but  nevertheless , i t  i s God Himself 

who is speaking di rect ly . And it  real ly adds to the to the weight , to the 

gravi tas, to the authority  of verse 3 to know that  this i s God Himself 

speaking. This i s not  Moses recording , this i s God Himself speaking:  "My 
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Spiri t  shall  not  always st r ive wi th man forever , because he also is f lesh ;  

nevertheless his days shal l  be one hundred and twenty  years ."  

 

God the Father here begins by affi rming the person of the Holy Spirit . And 

let  us be very clear :  the Holy Spirit  was mightily and powerfully at  work in 

the world throughout  the ent i re Old Test ament . You'l l  f ind Him fi rst  

ment ioned in Genesis 1 :2. And so even when Jesus says , "I wi l l  send the 

Holy Spiri t ," the Holy Spirit  was al ready here . The Holy Spirit  i s 

omnipresent . The Holy Spirit  i s everywhere present , at  al l  times . And so 

Jesus is referring there to a greater manifestat ion of the power of the Holy 

Spiri t .  

 

But  without  the Holy Spirit  in the Old Test ament , no one would have ever 

been convicted of sin , no one would ever been cal led into fellowship with 

God, no one would have ever been regenerated , no one would have ever 

been sealed in salvat ion . The Holy Spirit  had to be at  work in the Old 

Testament , or no one would have ever been saved . And so what  we're to 

understand is the Holy Spiri t  i s simply not  ment ioned as much in the Old 

Testament  as He is ment ioned in the New Testament . But  there is this 

cont inuity from Old to New Test ament  in this regard , and He says , "My 

Spiri t  shall  not  always st r ive wi th man forever ." What  that  means is r ight  

now at  this time as this i s unfolding , that  the Holy Spiri t  i s st riving with 

man;  and God is saying there comes a deadl ine wi th God , there comes a l ine 

in the sand in which i f  you have not  responded to the minist ry of the Holy 

Spiri t  to convict  your heart  and to draw you into saving faith , then there 

comes a point  when God wil l  just  turn you over to your own ways . I t 's 

Romans chapter 1 :  the abandonment  of God . And He says , "My Spirit  shal l  

not  always st r ive wi th man forever ."  

 

But  it  i s now, i t  just  won 't  continue. And we wi l l  find out  at  the end of this 

verse that  there is a deadl ine wi th God , and  it  was one hundred and twenty 

years , and that  God was pat ient , and God was keeping the door open , and 

God was keeping the light  burning , this opportuni ty for this hel l -bent  world 

to turn in repentance to God . The word "st riving" means l i teral ly to judge. 

I t  means deplet e a case in a court room. It  means to bring prosecut ion and 

charges against  the defendant .  
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And that 's the minist ry of the Holy Spirit . That 's what  we cal l  the 

convict ing work of the Holy Spirit , i s to prosecute the heart  of the 

unbel iever of what ? Wel l , Jesus said in John 16:8, "When He comes, He 

wi ll  convict  the world of sin and righteousness and judgment ," r ight? "Sin, 

because they bel ieve not  in Me;  righteousness , because I go to the Father;  

and judgment , because the prince of this world has been cast  down ."  I t 's an 

argument  from the greater the lesser . If  the devi l  himself wi ll  not  escape the 

judgment  on the last  day , then nei ther wi ll  any person in this world escape 

the judgment  of God .  

 

And it  i s the Holy Spiri t  who has come into the world to bring st rong 

convict ion to the heart  of guilt  under the law of God . That 's the only way 

anyone wi l l  ever be saved is when they come under the deep convict ion of 

thei r sin . I t  causes them to flee to th e Savior , to the Lord Jesus Christ . And 

that  i s what  was taking place here in the world . The Spirit  of God was 

moving, the Spiri t  of God was act ing , and the world was st i ff -necked, and 

uncircumcised of heart , and resist ing and resist ing the work of the Hol y 

Spiri t . And God says , "My Spirit  wil l  not  continue this much longer . I  wi l l  

give you a push in the di rect ion you want  to go . I  wi ll  remove the brakes 

from your car ,  I  wi ll  remove the st eering wheel  from your car , and you may 

just  go down the broad path h eaded for dest ruct ion ." There is a day of 

opportunity with God that  i s open , and there is a day of opportunity wi th 

God that  becomes closed .  

 

He says here that  this judgment  that  would come is because he is f lesh . I  

don't  think this i s referring to physical  f lesh , because men at  that  time were 

not  living one hundred and twenty years , they were l iving to be nine 

hundred years . I t 's not  talking about  physical  f lesh and the durat ion or 

longevi ty of a person 's l i fe, i t 's referring to the spi ritual  f lesh . I t 's referring 

to the human nature . I t 's referring to lust ful f lesh , and carnal  f lesh , and 

arrogant  f lesh . And God says , "Nevertheless his days shal l  be one hundred 

and twenty years ."  

 

The word "nevertheless" indicates actual ly not  a negat ive , but  a posi tive, in 

that  God is giving a period of time for this world to repent . Despi te the fact  
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that  God wi ll  not  st rive wi th men forever , nevertheless his days shal l  be one 

hundred and twenty years.  This i s exact ly the message that  God gave to 

Jonah to go to the ci ty of Nineveh to preach  forty days, and Nineveh wi l l  be 

dest royed. I t  i s both a message of condemnation , but  it  i s also a message of 

salvat ion:  "You have forty days to turn to the Lord . You have forty days to 

humble yoursel f and to repent ." And that  i s exact ly what  i s taking place 

here. But  there is coming an end to the pat ience of God . There is a l imi ted 

number of days as wel l  that  remain for this age . I  have no idea how many 

days those are;  but  there is coming an unprecedented t ime on this world 

known as the great  t ribulation , and there shal l  come unparal leled 

dest ruct ion of the earth and humani ty . And God is giving one last  

opportunity at  the end of the age for people to turn to Him.  

 

Listen to what  Jesus said in Mat thew 24:37 and fol lowing :  "For the coming 

of the Son of Man shal l  be just  like the days of Noah ." Let  me repeat  that :  

"For the coming of the Son of Man will  be just  like the days of Noah . For 

as in those days before the flood they were ea t ing and drinking , marrying 

and giving in marriage ," –  and let  me be quick to explain this . Those were 

not  bad things, those were fine things . What  it  means is they were just  

caught  up in the everyday affai rs of l i fe :  eating, drinking, marrying, giving 

in marriage. Those are not  sinful  things , those are just  things that  did not  

involve God. They just  had thought  for this world , but  no thought  for the 

world to come.  

 

They had thought  for themselves , but  no thought  for God , it  says –  "unt il  

the day that  Noah entered the ark , and they did not  understand unt il  the 

flood came" –  i t  was too late once they connected the dots –  "and took 

them al l  away;  so wi ll  the coming of the Son of Man be." He'l l  come so 

swiftly , so quickly , in the twinkling of an eye . There 'l l  be no time to repent  

in that  day . There 'l l  be no time to make i t  r ight  with God , just  like it  was 

when Noah shut  the ark , and no one else could enter . Now we are l iving in 

days l ike Noah . And how much longer this insani ty can go on and spi ral  

down in it s death spi ral , only the Lord knows .  

 

I  want  you to note in verse 4 , "The sinister rulers . The sinister rulers ." 

Among the many corruptions that  were spreading in the world , Moses now 
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singles out  this one. He's al ready singled out  one, the bel ievers marrying 

unbel ievers;  and now he singles out  this one , which is sinister rulers , 

ungodly rulers .  

 

We read in verse 4 , "The Nephi lim were on the earth in those days ." You 

say, "Who are these people?" and the answer is we real ly don 't  know. At  the 

end of this verse they are ident i fied as mighty men and men of renown . 

They are mighty in power , mighty in stature, mighty in influence . The name 

"Nephil im" simply means the fal len ones . And I don 't  think we are to take i t  

as they are the fal len ones , i t 's that  thei r influence and thei r power is like a 

juggernaut  and has come down l ike a storm onto the earth to influence the 

lives of people . They have come down hard upon the cul ture and upon the 

society , and inflict ing much damage , and imposing thei r wil l  upon others , 

and real ly controll ing the populat ion .  

 

The Nephi lim pract ice great  violence and tyranny ;  and they do not  represent  

al l  the people of this of that  age , but  a very  speci al  segment  of 

ext raordinary power . And again , John Calvin notes that , "They were 

st ronger than the rest , and relying on thei r own might  and power . They 

exal ted themselves unlawful ly and without  measure ."  These robbers brought  

dest ruct ion and desolat ion into the world by thei r lust  for domination . 

They're just  like liberal  polit icians today , who want  to take away individual , 

personal  freedoms, and i t  and exert  thei r will  upon everyone else , that , 

"This i s what  you will  do , this i s what  you wi ll  be, this i s how you will  

conduct  yoursel f ;  otherwise, you may not  do this , or you may not  do that ." 

I t  i s the power of a handful  to dominate an ent i re populat ion of people who 

just  fall  in in lockstep . That 's what  these people were;  and we see i t  al l  

around us today .  

 

As we cont inue through this verse , in the middle of the verse , in order to 

make sense of this verse , which is not  easy , the middle thi rd of this verse is 

like a parenthesis , and he says , "and also af terward ," and the idea is , "and 

going on at  the same t ime ."  I t 's what  he just ment ioned earl ier in verse 2:  

"When the sons of God came in  to the daughters of men ." And that  may 

even suggest  they weren 't  –  i t 's not  just  that  they were marrying and giving 

in marriage, being given in marriage, i t  kind of suggests by what  i s not  
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being said , that  they 're just  moving in , shacking up , and l iving with each 

other , and that  this i s becoming polygamy , i t 's becoming harems . I t 's just  

becoming a producing factory of babies .  

 

"The sons of God came in  to the daughters of men ," –  here we have i t  

again , bel ievers marrying unbel ievers  –  "and they,"  –  the unbel ieving 

women –  "bore chi ldren to them," –  r eferring to the bel ieving men . This 

i s just  violat ing the distinction that  God has made of bel ievers wi th 

unbel ievers;  and i t  will  become further clari f ied and explained as the rest  of 

the Bible unfolds .  

 

But  you 'll  recal l  when Moses wi ll  wri te the book of Levi ticus , and in al l  of 

these Levi tical  distinctions , "You can 't  eat  this. You can 't  wear this. You 

must  be this ." And what 's going on there? God is making such a dist inction 

between you and the world that  you just  even need to look di fferent , smel l  

di fferent , talk di fferent , be di fferent . Stop trying to blend in . But  that  

f i rewal l  was not  present  here between bel ievers and unbel ievers .   

 

And these men these passive men , and no doubt  aggressive women , are 

contribut ing to this . I  think of James 4 :4 as I read this part  of the verse . 

James 4:4 says, "You adul teresses , do you not  know that  fr iendship with the 

world is hostility toward God? Whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 

is an enemy of God ." Choose sides . You can 't  have one foot  in and one foot  

out . You can 't  play al l  ends into the middle . Choose your al legiance , and 

choose your loyalty , and choose i t  wel l .  

 

Then the last  part  of verse 4, he returns to real ly the fi rst  part  of verse 4 , so 

the last  thi rd matches up wi th the fi rst  thi rd , and he says , "Those were the 

mighty men." And the "those" refer not  to the offspring of bel ievers and 

unbel ievers , i t  refers  to the Nephi lim. They were the mighty men . And the 

Hebrew word there for "mighty" means that  they were mighty in power , 

mighty in sway, mighty in influence, and they used i t  to full  advantage , as 

they dominated over the l ives of others , leading them down a path of further 

moral  corruption .  
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I t  says , "who were of old ," –  meaning ancient  times before the flood  –  

"men of renown."  That  means they were famous in thei r day , they were 

iconic, they were the cul tural  heroes . Everyone looked up to them and 

wanted to be l ike them, and model  themselves after them and be in thei r 

shoes . And this i s like Hollywood . This i s l ike other cul tural  f igures that  we 

have today, who don 't  know anything about  anything , but  project  themselves 

as the moral  conscience of the nat ion , when , in fact , they are pervert ed to 

thei r ears.  I t 's been said , "They have faces l ike angels and hearts l ike al ley 

cats ." "Men of renown," st andout  figures revered by the corrupt  populace . 

And so it  i s thei r sinister reign that  dominated the day .  

 

And nothing has changed today . Likewise, i t  i s the sinister rulers of this 

generat ion who are leading the lives of people down a dark path of 

increased debauchery and depravi ty . This nat ion is like a lamb led to 

slaughter in the heat  of it s lust , with it s mind completely unplugged . And 

this i s the description of the days before Noah .  

 

Please note , fourth , in verse 5:  "The sinful  corruption ." This i s the 

theological  interpretat ion of the day . This i s the doctrinal  overlay to see and 

understand what  was going on in the world ; and i t 's the very same 

theological  template to explain our world today .  

 

Verse 5, " Then the Lord saw the wickedness of man was great" –  not  

smal l , great , huge, exceedingly great  –  "on  the earth ," –  meaning 

wherever man was;  the corruption had spread from the center to the 

perimeters  –  "and that  every intention of the thoughts of his heart " –  

that 's a very al l -inclusive stat ement , by the way . No thoughts outside of 

what  this statement  says :  "every intention ."  

 

And the word "intention" here is a Hebrew word that  means plans and 

designs, and premedi tated forethought . No one's just  haphazardly fal ling 

into sin . No, i t 's been wel l -st rategized , wel l- thought  out  before the act  i s 

even carried out , every intention of the thoughts of his heart ;  he's just  

mast erminding more sin . Just  when you think this whole thing has hi t  rock 

bottom –  and we can 't  be any more evi l  than what  we see –  there are other 
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people who are st rategizing and masterminding even greater depths of 

depravi ty , to take i t  even deeper and deeper  into sin ;  and that  there 's  l ike no 

bottom to this .  

 

How depraved can depraved be , that , "every  intention of the thoughts of h is 

heart " –  and the word "heart" there in the Hebrew mind and understanding , 

it  just  includes everything on the inside . I t  includes your mind . I t  includes 

your desi res , your affect ions, the choices of your will . From the top of your 

head to the bot tom of your feet , the ent i rety of your inner person , i t  says –  

"was only evi l ." This sentence is becoming darker by each word :  "only," –  

meaning exclusively , monolithical ly  –  "only evi l ." The word "evi l" 

referring to moral  perversi ty .  I t 's l ike taking a glass of water and a smal ler 

glass of cyanide and just  pouring it  into the glass of water , and i t  just  

permeates the whole. That 's what 's happened to the heart  of man . That 's 

what 's happened to the inner soul  of man . And any understanding of what 's 

wrong with man is to live in a Pollyanna dream world .  

 

One reason we bel ieve the Bible is the Word of God, because the Bible so 

tel l s i t  like it  i s . I t  tel l s us the worst  about  us . If  this was wri tten by man , 

this would be covered up , we would be being put  in th e best  possible 

scenario . But  God does not  lie. "And every intention of every heart  i s only 

evi l " –  and then He has the l ast  word –  "continual ly .' There's no day off 

for the evi l  heart , there's no sabbat ical  rest  for the evi l  heart , there's no 

parentheses of a t ime out  for the evi l  heart , i t 's constant ly pumping out  i t s 

evi l  sel f -centered plans .  

 

The word "cont inual ly" there is actual ly two words in the original  Hebrew , 

and those two words are "every day ." I t 's just  al l  day , every day . This i s the 

doctrine of total  depravi ty ;  and understanding this doctrine is real ly the 

only way to actual ly understand the grace o f God . If  you capi tulate at  this 

level  and say , "Man is a l ittle bi t  better than what  the Bible says he is ," 

then to the degree that  you r aise up man , to that  degree you bring down 

God, and i t 's just  a very smal l  step from God to man , and i t 's a minimal  

grace. But  if  you understand that  man is in the dungeon and in the grave of 

sin way down here , and that  God is high and li fted up and holy , the grace 

that  i s required to span this chasm is amazing grace , i t  i s unfathomable 
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grace, incomprehensible grace . And so as Moses is recording this , he is 

actual ly magnifying the grace of God . I  mean, these verses are the black 

velvet  backdrop upon which t he diamond of verse 8 wi l l  be placed .  

 

The doctrine of total  depravi ty :  i t  means that  the mind is blinded by sin , 

and i t  cannot  see wi th understanding the t ruth of the gospel . You can 

memorize the verses , you can walk your way through the maps at  the back , 

you can win the whatever award for the most  memorized verses ,  but  you 

don't  understand i t 's implicat ion for your li fe ;  you're bl inded. And then the 

heart  i s perverse;  and i t  loves what  i t  should hate , and i t  hates what  it  

should love. The unbel iever 's heart  has no appet ite for God , no desi re to 

come to God on His terms;  they want  a sel f -made rel igion , God by thei r 

own terms .  

 

But  then further –  and you need to understand this , as long as we 're get ting 

al l  the cards out  on the table –  the wi l l  i s also bound by sin . The wi l l  i s 

actual ly just  the handmaiden of the heart  and the mind . The wi ll  only 

chooses to do what  the heart  tel l s it  to do . And the heart  only knows what  to 

do by what  the mind has learned . So the lowest  level  i s the wi ll . And the 

wi ll  i s like the tai l  of the dog ;  it 's not  wagging the dog , the dog is wagging 

the tai l . And the mind and the heart  i s controlling the wi ll . So i f  you have a 

desperately depraved mind and a desperately depraved he art , that  wi ll  can 

never funct ion properly towards God . I t  may know how to make business 

deals,  i t  may know how to make certain cho ices that  are secular , but  it  wil l  

never make the right  choice for the gospel  or for God , i t 's impossible.  

 

So this i s the doctrine of total  depravi ty . I  don 't  have t ime to read the 

verses;  but  i f  you 're taking notes , you can just  write down Psalm 14:2-3, 

Ecclesiastes 9 :3, Jeremiah 17:9. I  mean, I  think the point  has al ready been 

made. I  said that ;  I 'm going to go ahead and read i t ;  I  just  can 't  let  it  go .  

 

Psalm 14:2-3, "The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of 

men to see i f  there are any who understand , to see i f  there are any who seek 

for God." Verse 3 , "They have al l  turned aside , together they have become 

corrupt;  there is no one who does good , not  even one." That 's  the world . 
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Ecclesiastes 9:3, you've got  to hear this verse:  "The hearts of the sons of 

men are ful l  of evil  and insani ty ." And that 's always the order :  evi l  makes 

people insane . Sin wi ll  make you  stupid. In Jeremiah 17:9 , "The heart  i s 

more decei t ful  than al l  else and is desperat ely sick ." The heart  of the human 

problem is the problem of the human heart . We are not  evolving , we are 

devolving downward into deeper and grosser levels of sin .  

 

This i s what  we see as we look around the world today ;  and there is no 

political  solution , no political  solution that  can fix a spi ri tual  problem . The 

only hope for this world is the gospel  of Jesus Christ , and there is no other 

way out . And I 'l l  tell  you this:  democracy cannot  work apart  from the 

gospel . A government  of the people, by the people, and for the people , when 

the people are reprobates and animals , wi l l  lead to the worse government  

and the worst  cul ture and the worst  society imaginable . You don 't  want  a 

government  of the people , by the people , and for the people , i f  the people 

are wi ckedly depraved . You would rather have a benevolent  dictator , i f  he 

knew the Lord , to put  things in order . Every  form of government  cannot  

work apart  from the gospel  of Jesus Christ , whether i t 's democracy , 

oligarchy, whatever the form.  

 

So look at  verse 6 . I  want  you to see Number Five:  "The sorrowful  heart ." 

God is not  unmoved by this . God is not  existing in a bubble disconnected 

from this world . Note the sorrowful  heart :  "The Lord was sorry that  He had 

made man ." Now none of this caught  God by surprise, God knows 

everything that  will  happen before i t  occurs . God is never caught  off -guard. 

God is not  receiving updates in heaven on what 's the next  thing that  

unfolded here . God has never learned anything .  

 

So what  does this mean God was sorry ? I t 's a Hebrew word that  means God 

was grieved , and God was pained . This word "sorry" is a very weak 

t ranslat ion that  has been given to us . I t  was wrenching to God that  He had 

made man , despi te the fact  that  God has known al l  along this would happen . 

And in a sense, i t 's a part  of his eternal  purpose and plan , though He is not  

the author of evil  or sin . Nevertheless,  God is not  immune to this , and God 

was grieved and pained .  
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And then we read at  the end of verse 6 , "and he was grieved in His heart ." 

That  means He suffered anguish . God is not a stoic sovereign making chess 

moves in heaven . He's not  a robotic ruler . He's not  a mechanical  maker . We 

are made in His image, and we have emot ions , and we are made sorrowful , 

and we grieve;  and so i t  i s wi th God . Ephesians 4 tel l s us , "We grieve the 

Holy Spiri t " –  I  think i t 's verse 29 –  when we sin ."  

 

Verse 7, "The Lord said , 'I  wi l l  blot  out  man whom I have created from the 

face of the earth .'" And the verb "blot  out" means to wipe out . I t  means to 

wash away , wash out  as though it  never happened . And "man" here refers to 

the whole human race , the ent i re human race . Not  a region , the whole 

human race, wherever they are found , excep t  for one family of eight . And 

God says, "I 'm going to wipe them out  from th e ent i re face of the earth . I 'm 

just  going to drown them to death , t i ll  they float  on the surface of the 

wat er , and then thei r insides burst  and they sink to the bottom ."  

 

You say , "Are you surprised God does this?" I 'm surprised He didn 't  do i t  

earl ier . He said to Adam, "In the day that  you eat  of this fruit  you shal l  

surely die." This shouldn 't  surprise any one of us . What  should catch us off -

guard is the long-suffering and pat ience of God to endure such insani ty in 

the midst  of the people .  

 

And God just  does i t  top to bottom at  the end of verse 7 :  "from man to 

animals to creeping things to bi rds of the sky ;  for I  am sorry ,"  –  and that  

just  reinforces –  "I 'm sorry that  I 've made them." How deeply God was 

grieved. And I think this just  begs the quest ion, "What  must  Holy God be 

feel ing this moment  as He looks down upon the Uni ted States of America , 

as wel l  as the nat ions of the world , and see the debauchery and the 

depravi ty and the inventing of evil  by the t ruckloads ?" 

 

God is not  immune to this ;  and Jonathan Edwards l ikened i t  this way in his 

famous sermon "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." He l ikened i t  to  

the river of God 's wrath is flowing, and there is a dam of mercy that  i s 

holding it  back at  the present  time;  but  the river keeps flowing, and i t 's 

building and it 's building and deepening and heightening and increasing in 
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it s force, unti l  one day when God removes t he dam of His mercy , the rivers 

of His wrath wi ll  be unleashed wi th even far greater damning force . And we 

make no apology for  this, because this i s God , and this i s a planet  that  i s 

populated wi th rebels and those who are guilty of cosmic t reason to the 

highest  level .  

 

So I 'm so glad there's verse 8 . We end wi th verse 8 , "A saved remnant ," 

because God always has a remnant , God always shows saving grace , God 

always shows saving mercy :  "I wi l l  have mercy upon whom I wi ll  have 

mercy , I  wi ll  have compassion upon whom I wi ll  have compassion , and I 

wi ll  harden the rest ." The mystery is not  that  He would harden the rest , the 

mystery is that  He would have mercy upon rebels l ike you and me . There 

but  for the grace of God go you and I .  

 

And so in verse 8 , in the midst  of this ungodly , unholy war against  God , 

there was a remnant , smal l :  one man and hi s wife, three sons and thei r 

wives , and that  was al l . Noah preached for one hundred and twenty  years , 

he saw zero response . He was l ike Isaiah , he was l ike Jeremiah , he was l ike 

Ezekiel , that  God said , "I wi l l  be glorif ied just  in the preaching of My 

name, even wi th no one bel ieving . I  will  be glori fied in the proclamat ion of 

My name."  

 

And so we read in verse 8 , "But ," –  and sharp contrast  wi th what  has 

proceeded –  "but" –  and now this pivots and turns –  "Noah found favor 

in the eyes of God ." Noah was a t rophy of God 's grace. Even in the midst  of 

this day of vengeance and wrath , the grace and the mercy of God is f lowing 

from His throne, and Noah is singled out  by God . He found favor . The word 

"favor" here means grace, unmeri ted favor , undeserved favor . Noah was a 

brand plucked from the fi re . Noah became a bright , sparkl ing diamond in a 

coal  mine. Noah stood out  like a bright  star on a dark night  because of the 

grace of God. And there is this remnant  wi th Noah, and God will  drown the 

ent i re human race , just  submerge them unt il they 're dead . And then the 

wat ers wi l l  lower, and God will  start  al l  over again populating the planet .  
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Here we see that  even in days of decadence that  there is a godly remnant . 

And you and I are a part  of that  remnant  today . We're a part  of that  

unbroken chain of bel ievers down through the centuries that  will  extend one 

day to the time of the return of Christ . And so i t  i s incumbent  upon us not  

to be married to the world , but  to be in the world , and to bear wi tness to the 

world , and l ive distinct ively di fferent  from the world , but  not  to become 

absorbed in the evi l  world system . We must  maintain our distinct iveness . 

We must  be di fferent  in order to make a di fference . We are the sal t  of the 

earth , and we are to hold back the corruption by the message we bring by 

the way we raise our chi ldren , by our penetrat ion into the world .  

 

This i s not  a t ime for us to sound ret reat  and end up in a commune 

someplace by ourselves ;  that 's not  God 's wi ll  nor design for us . God's 

purpose is that  we go into al l  the world , that  we go into the highways and 

the byways , that  we shout  it  from the housetop , that  we penetrate this world 

as best  we can , as we are the l ight  of the world in this hour of darkness , 

moral  depravi ty , and wickedness . We are the candle that 's burning, and is 

the only message of salvat ion that  there is . And so it  i s incumbent  upon us 

to remain st rong in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ .  

 

I  know going through these verses is somewhat  sobering , i t 's very sobering . 

But  I 've come today not  to tickle your ears , I 've come today not  to court  

you, I 've come today to del iver to you the Word of God as a herald , as an 

ambassador of the high courts of heaven , to bring to you the t ruth of what 's 

wrong with the world , and to bring to you the message of the only way of 

escape from the final  judgment  upon this world . And that  way of salvat ion 

is found in Jesus Christ  and in Him alone, who is like the ark of God , in 

that  He is the only salvat ion and del iverance and rescue from His wrath . But  

you must  be in the ark , you must  be in Christ  in order to escape the wrath 

that  i s to come. You need to prepare to meet  the l iving God . You must  

prepare to have your day in court  before the throne  of grace. But  it  will  be a 

judgment  bar of wrath i f  you do not  know Jesus Christ  as your personal  

Lord and Savior .  

 

And so even today , i t  i s as i t  was in the days of Noah , there's this window 

of time. There is this period of time that  i s shrinking for sinners to get  on 
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board, to get  in the ark , because the clouds are al ready beginning to swirl , 

and they 're darkening at  the end of this age . And soon the bot toms wi l l  open 

up, and there wi l l  be a torrent ial  downpour that  will  never stop . And i f 

you've never come to fai th in Jesus Christ , the door of the ark is open , and 

you can enter in by fai th alone, not  by church membership , not  by baptism, 

not  by your good works ;  but  by committing your l ife to Christ , you could 

take that  step of fai th and enter the ark , and  be del ivered from the wrath 

that  i s to come. This i s the t ruth of God 's Word. May you be a part  of this 

remnant  that  has remained pure to the Lord. Let  us pray .  

 

[Prayer] Father in heaven, this passage is beyond us , i t 's l ike an elect rical  

shock that  jolts our whole system . And there 's no way to spray perfume on 

these verses . There 's no way to put  a candy shel l  around it . They 're hard-

hitting. They 're di rect . They tel l  it  like i t  i s. And , Lord, You have spoken to 

us today through Your Word. I  pray that  we would all  be humble and be 

under Your Word and receive i t  as the t ruth from Your mouth. Father , we 

understand this i s what 's wrong wi th the world, but  we underst and that  You 

have sent  salvat ion in Your Son. May we al l  be committed  to Him, in Jesus '  

name. Amen.  


