Sermon Series: The Gospel of Mark

Sermon Title:  The Crucifixion of Our Lord

Sermon Text: Mark 15:21-32

Parallel versions: Mt 27:33-44; Lk 23:33-43; Jn 19:17-24
2 atrocities

L. THE MONSTROUS CRUELTY OF THE PROCESS
A. A PLACE DEFINED BY DEATH
1. The Disgusting Practice
2. The Dual Picture
of death and discipleship

B. A PEOPLE DETERMINED TO DESTROY

1. His Conscious Refusal
2. The Coveted Reward
3. The Careful Recording

C. THE PLACARD DESCRIBING HIS DIGNITY!
it publicized the charged against him as well as his confession of himself
L. The Colossal Irony
it confirms his identity

2. The Cosmic Implication

II. THE MERCILESS CONTEMPT OF THE PERPETRATORS
A. THEIR MOUNTING CALLOUSNESS

fulfilling Isa 53:12; see Lk 22:37. Also, the cup and baptism of Mk 10:35-40.

B. THE MOCKING CROWD

1. Their Scornful Derision
2. Their Sneering Demand
3. Their Self-condemning Darkness

C. THE MURDEROUS CLIMAX

1. Of Degenerate Religion
2. Of Demonic Rebellion
3. Of Doomed Rebels

Conclusion: say not what they are doing to him but what he is doing to them!
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Emphasized by the royal/king motifin 15:2, 9, 12, 17, 18, 19 26, 32. Also, the crucifixion ends with the
solid declaration of Jesus as the Son of God, v. 39, Mark’s emphatic, consistent ontological designation of
Christ — 1:1, 11; 3:11; 5:7; 9:7; 14:61; 15:39 — describing his divinity. Maybe a coronation on the

cross?!

Yet, he is also the divine Suffering Messiah, 10:45; etc. We must hold together and cherish the

categories of Divine King and Suffering Servant. His death brings lives to his people.



