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Daniel was given a vision pertaining to future oppressions of the Jews near the end of 

Greek world domination. 

I. Daniel studied the Scriptures to discern the end of Judah’s captivity. (v. 1-2) 

The word came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim 

son of Josiah king of Judah, which was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. So 

Jeremiah the prophet said to all the people of Judah and to all those living in Jerusalem: For 

twenty-three years—from the thirteenth year of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah until this 

very day—the word of the Lord has come to me and I have spoken to you again and again, but 

you have not listened. 

And though the Lord has sent all his servants the prophets to you again and again, you have not 

listened or paid any attention. They said, “Turn now, each of you, from your evil ways and your 

evil practices, and you can stay in the land the Lord gave to you and your ancestors for ever and 

ever. Do not follow other gods to serve and worship them; do not arouse my anger with what 

your hands have made. Then I will not harm you.” 

“But you did not listen to me,” declares the Lord, “and you have aroused my anger with what 

your hands have made, and you have brought harm to yourselves.” 

Therefore the Lord Almighty says this: “Because you have not listened to my words, I will 

summon all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” 

declares the Lord, “and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants and against all the 

surrounding nations. I will completely destroy them and make them an object of horror and 

scorn, and an everlasting ruin. I will banish from them the sounds of joy and gladness, the 

voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of millstones and the light of the lamp. This whole 

country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon 

seventy years. 

“But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the 

land of the Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the Lord, “and will make it desolate forever. 

(Jeremiah 25:1-12) 

 

II. Daniel’s prayer was not perfunctory, it was deeply earnest. (v. 3) 

On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the Israelites gathered together, fasting and 

wearing sackcloth and putting dust on their heads. Those of Israelite descent had separated 

themselves from all foreigners. They stood in their places and confessed their sins and the sins 

of their ancestors. They stood where they were and read from the Book of the Law of the LORD 

their God for a quarter of the day, and spent another quarter in confession and in worshiping the 

LORD their God. (Nehemiah 9:1-3) 



 

III. Daniel began his prayer with the exaltation and worship of the God to whom he 

prayed. (v. 4) 

 “This, then, is how you should pray: 

“‘Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name… (Matthew 6:9) 

 
 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous 

than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was because the LORD loved 

you and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors that he brought you out with a mighty hand 

and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know 

therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to 

a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commandments. But 

those who hate him he will repay to their face by destruction; 

    he will not be slow to repay to their face those who hate him. (Deuteronomy 7:9-12) 

 

So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the 

morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands. 

Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the 

LORD. And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate 

and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to 

thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty 

unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and 

fourth generation.” (Exodus 34:4-7) 

 

IV. Daniel confessed his sins and those of his people. (v. 5-6) 

A. Sinned = Missed the mark 

B. Done wrong (committed iniquity) = became twisted & perverse 

C. Wicked = committing crimes against God and man 

D. Rebelled = knowingly disobeying and defying God 

E. Turned from commands and laws = rejected the Scriptures 

F. Ignored God’s prophets = pointed out failures and urged repentance 

Again and again I sent all my servants the prophets to you. They said, “Each of you must turn 

from your wicked ways and reform your actions; do not follow other gods to serve them. Then 



you will live in the land I have given to you and your ancestors.” But you have not paid 

attention or listened to me. (Jeremiah 35:19) 

“But they were disobedient and rebelled against you; they turned their backs on your law. They 

killed your prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back to you; they committed 

awful blasphemies…” (Nehemiah 9:26) 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have 

longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you 

were not willing. (Matthew 23:37) 

V. Daniel continued by contrasting God’s righteousness with Israel’s shame (v. 7-11) 

 

VI. Daniel acknowledged that God’s judgements on the people of Israel were 

appropriate. (v. 11b-14) 

If you do not carefully follow all the words of this law, which are written in this book, and do 

not revere this glorious and awesome name—the LORD your God— the LORD will send fearful 

plagues on you and your descendants, harsh and prolonged disasters, and severe and lingering 

illnesses. He will bring on you all the diseases of Egypt that you dreaded, and they will cling to 

you. The LORD will also bring on you every kind of sickness and disaster not recorded in this 

Book of the Law, until you are destroyed. You who were as numerous as the stars in the sky 

will be left but few in number, because you did not obey the LORD your God. Just as it pleased 

the LORD to make you prosper and increase in number, so it will please him to ruin and destroy 

you. You will be uprooted from the land you are entering to possess. 

Then the LORD will scatter you among all nations, from one end of the earth to the other. There 

you will worship other gods—gods of wood and stone, which neither you nor your ancestors 

have known. Among those nations you will find no repose, no resting place for the sole of your 

foot. There the LORD will give you an anxious mind, eyes weary with longing, and a despairing 

heart. You will live in constant suspense, filled with dread both night and day, never sure of 

your life. (Deuteronomy 28:58-66) 

 

VII. Daniel calls on God to be merciful to Israel because of His great name, even though 

they do not deserve it. (v. 15-19) 

The LORD said to Moses, “How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will 

they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the signs I have performed among them? I will strike 

them down with a plague and destroy them, but I will make you into a nation greater and 

stronger than they.” 

Moses said to the LORD, “Then the Egyptians will hear about it! By your power you brought 

these people up from among them. And they will tell the inhabitants of this land about it. They 

have already heard that you, LORD, are with these people and that you, LORD, have been seen 



face to face, that your cloud stays over them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by 

day and a pillar of fire by night. If you put all these people to death, leaving none alive, the 

nations who have heard this report about you will say, ‘The LORD was not able to bring these 

people into the land he promised them on oath, so he slaughtered them in the wilderness.’ 

“Now may the Lord’s strength be displayed, just as you have declared: The LORD is slow to 

anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty 

unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 

generation.’ In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these people, just as you have 

pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until now.” 

The LORD replied, “I have forgiven them, as you asked. Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as 

surely as the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth, not one of those who saw my glory and the 

signs I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness but who disobeyed me and tested me ten 

times— not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to their ancestors. No one 

who has treated me with contempt will ever see it. But because my servant Caleb has a different 

spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his 

descendants will inherit it. (Numbers 14:11-24) 

 

When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come on you and you take them to 

heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, and when you and your 

children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul 

according to everything I command you today, then the LORD your God will restore your 

fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he 

scattered you. Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from 

there the LORD your God will gather you and bring you back. He will bring you to the land that 

belonged to your ancestors, and you will take possession of it. He will make you more 

prosperous and numerous than your ancestors. The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts 

and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all 

your soul, and live. The LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies who hate and 

persecute you. You will again obey the LORD and follow all his commands I am giving you 

today. Then the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your hands 

and in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your land. The 

LORD will again delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he delighted in your ancestors, 

if you obey the LORD your God and keep his commands and decrees that are written in this 

Book of the Law and turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 

(Deuteronomy 30:1-10) 

 

Not to us, LORD, not to us 

    but to your name be the glory, 

    because of your love and faithfulness. (Psalm 115:1) 

 

Help us, God our Savior, 

    for the glory of your name; 

deliver us and forgive our sins 

    for your name’s sake. (Psalm 79:9) 


