Belgic Confession of Faith (1561)

Article XXIX
The Marks of the True Church,
and Wherein it Differs from the False Church

Leader: We believe that we ought diligently and circumspectly to discern from the Word of God which is the
true Church, since all sects which are in the world assume to themselves the name of the Church. But we speak
not here of hypocrites, who are mixed in the Church with the good, yet are not of the Church, though externally
in it; but we say that the body and communion of the true Church must be distinguished from all sects that call
themselves the Church.

People: The marks by which the true Church is known are these: If the pure doctrine of the gospel is
preached therein; if it maintains the pure administration of the sacraments as instituted by Christ; if
church discipline is exercised in chastening of sin; in short, if all things are managed according to the
pure Word of God, all things contrary thereto rejected, and Jesus Christ acknowledged as the only Head
of the Church. Hereby the true Church may certainly be known, from which no man has a right to
separate himself.



