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Redeemed #7 — Total Depravity (Part 2)

All of mankind is polluted with and corrupted by sin and that pollution & corruption infects &
affects the entirety of our being. Sin pollutes and corrupts our mind, soul, body, will, desires,
thoughts, and motives. And, because of this penetrating pervasive infection of sin in all parts of our
being & existence, we are incapable of saving ourselves or even choosing to pursue God without
help.

A.W. Pink definition:

When we say that man is totally depraved we mean that the entrance of sin into the human
constitution has affected every part and faculty of man’s being. Total depravity means that man is,
in spirit and soul and body, the slave of sin and the captive of the devil—walking “according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience.” This
statement ought not to need arguing: it is a common fact of human experience. Man is unable to
realize his own aspirations and materialize his own ideals. He cannot do the things that he would.
There is a moral inability which paralyzes him. This is proof positive that he is no free man, but
instead, the slave of sin and Satan. (Pink, The Sovereignty of God, p95)

5 — Total Depravity & The Will of Man

Rom. 6:5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the
body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.
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Rom. 6:17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from
the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,
Rom. 6:20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.

Rom. 7:4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that

you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear
fruit for God. 5 For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were
at work in our members to bear fruit for death.

Rom. 6:17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from
the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.

Rom. 7:15 For | do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very
thing | hate. 16 Now if | do what | do not want, | agree with the law, that it is good. 17 So now it is
no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells within me.

Rom. 6:12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.
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18 For | know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For | have the desire to do what
is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not
want is what | keep on doing. 20 Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it, but sin
that dwells within me.

21 So | find it to be a law that when | want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For | delight in the
law of God, in my inner being, 23 but | see in my members another law waging war against the law
of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man
that | am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ
our Lord! So then, | myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh | serve the law of
sin.

Prison Cell Illustration

Total Inability

Rom. 8:5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is
set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Louis Berkhof wrote:

When we speak of man’s corruption as total inability, we mean two things: (1) that the unrenewed
sinner cannot do any act, however insignificant, which fundamentally meets with God’s approval
and answers to the demands of God’s holy law; and (2) that he cannot change his fundamental
preference for sin and self to love for God, nor even make an approach to such a change. In a word,
he is unable to do any spiritual good. (Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p271)
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6 — Total Depravity in History

Pelagian & Augustine

Arminians & Calvinists
Romanstrants

Canons of Dort
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