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I. Principle #9 - we must see the historical events as being 

communicated via symbols (v. 1j - ἐσήµανεν - to 

communicate by symbols) 
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A. Definition. 1:1 says that “He sent and signified it” (NKJV, KJV). 

The Greek word for “signified” (ἐσήµανεν) means “to write in 

symbols, signs, and figures,” and its noun form (σηµεῖον) means a 

sign or symbol. Thus it is translated “signified” (think ‘sign-ified’) 

by the KJV, NKJV and ASV or “showed them by signs” in The 

Emphasized Bible. John uses the same word in his Gospel, and in 

each case (John 12:33; 18:32; 21:19), it is used by Christ to signify 

a future event in a symbolic manner. Literal events were described 

in symbolic fashion. Those who approach this book with a pre-

determined “literal” approach, not only fail to be consistent, but 

ignore this principle. 
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B. Any interpretation that sees Revelation as narrative literature 

rather than symbolic literature is going to miss a lot. 
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C+6#'*#'-#-')(','A$(*;#!+/#A$%"-[#M@*#C"#-+/@1&#A$%"E#$(&#?#C'11#&",'('*"16#'11@-*%$*"#*+$*#'(#$#

B'*;#M@*#?#C$(*#*/#3$8"#'*#A1"$%#*+$*#*+"%"#$%"#3$(6#C+/#$&3'*#*+$*#*+"#0"."1$*'/(#

A/33@('A$*"&#*/#Q/+(#C$-#'(#-63B/1-E#B@*#*+"6#&"(6#*+$*#C"#-+/@1&#'(*"%>%"*#*+'-#B//8#$-#

-63B/1'A#1'*"%$*@%";#9+"6#B"1'"."#'*#'-#(/#&',,"%"(*#,%/3#*+"#%"-*#/,#*+"#M'B1";#?*#5@-*#+$>>"(-#

*/#+$."#-/3"#-63B/1-#'(#'*;#9/#L@/*"#9+/3$-#$)$'(T#

                                                                                                                         

#

# F#0/B"%*#<;#9+/3$-E#!"#"$%&'()*DRS*TU"8"&'5%$*2(::")&%-<3#S"(("*+#M$%8"%E#"&;#^#./1-;#VJ+'A$)/T#
4//&6#M'B1"#?(-*'*@*"E#2XX^ZE#>>;#Fp\Fm;#_3>+$-'-#3'(";#

#
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G+,"*4(-70*(.*!"#"$%&'()H*%-"*&(*?"*')&"-@-"&"7*%0*()"*4(1$7*')&"-@-"&*&,"*-"0&*(.*

&,"*A'?$"=*

C. It is important to understand that the Bible has five main types of 

literature, each having a few unique rules of interpretation: history, 

law, prophecy, poetry, epistles. (We have already demonstrated that 

apocalyptic is not one of the types of Biblical literature.) Revelation 

is clearly identified as prophetic literature (1:3; 22:7,10,18,19; etc) 

and should not be confused with the “narrative literature” of the 

epistles. Prophecy was always filled with “symbols.” 

K(&#0",/%3"&#>"/>1"#-$6E#c!+$*#&/#6/@#3"$(E#M%0*()"*4(1$7*')&"-@-"&*&,"*-"0&*(.*&,"*A'?$"VN#

9+"#%"-*#/,#*+"#IA%'>*@%"#'-#(/*#'(*"%>%"*"&#3/(/1'*+'A$116;#9+"#M'B1"#'*-"1,#A1$'3-#*/#B"#$*#

1"$-*#,'."#8'(&-#/,#1'*"%$*@%"#\#+'-*/%6E#1$CE#>%/>+"A6E#>/"*%6E#$(&#">'-*/1$%6;#q/@#$%"#)/'()#*/#

*/*$116#3"--#@>#6/@%#'(*"%>%"*$*'/(#/,#7"("-'-#',#6/@#*%"$*#'*#$-#>/"*%6#V1'8"#4"%"&'*+#S1'("#

&/"-Z#'(-*"$&#/,#$-#+'-*/%'A$1#($%%$*'.";#K(&#'(#*+"#-$3"#C$6E#6/@#C'11#*/*$116#3"--#@>#6/@%#

'(*"%>%"*$*'/(#/,#0"."1$*'/(#',#6/@#,$'1#*/#*%"$*#'*#$-#>%/>+"*'A#-63B/1'-3E#,/11/C'()#*+"#

-63B/1'-3#/,#*+"#b1&#9"-*$3"(*#>%/>+"*-;##

I/3"#>"/>1"#A1$'3#*+$*#'*#,/11/C-#>@(5%$<@&'5#-63B/1'-3E#$(&#C"#+$."#$1%"$&6#

&"3/(-*%$*"&#1$-*#C""8#*+$*#'-#(/*#*+"#A$-";#M@*#*$8"#$#1//8#$*#."%-"#F;#!"#C'11#L@'A816#

$(*'A'>$*"#$#,@*@%"#>%'(A'>1";#W"%-"#F#-$6-#*+$*#*+"#-*61"#/,#1'*"%$*@%"#,'*-#'(*/#*+"#>%/>+"*'A#

1'*"%$*@%"#3/1&;#?*=-#(/*#$>/A$16>*'A;#!+$*#&/"-#'*#-$6[#cM1"--"&#'-#+"#C+/#%"$&-#$(&#*+/-"#

C+/#+"$%#*+"#C/%&-#/,#*+'-#>%/>+"A6;P#I':#*'3"-#*+"#B//8#/,#0"."1$*'/(#'-#A$11"&#$#>%/>+"A6#

$(&#$#>%/>+"*'A#B//8;#K(&#>%/>+"*'A#1'*"%$*@%"#'-#5$3\>$A8"&#C'*+#-63B/1-;#d%/>+"*'A#-*61"#

1'*"%$*@%"#'-#-63B/1'A#1'*"%$*@%";#

D. Being a symbol does not give liberty for subjective interpretations 

(“This reminds me of,” etc.) John clearly interprets his symbols at 

least 36 times and expects his readers to understand the symbols of 

the Old Testament prophets. 

U/CE#C+$*#&',,"%"(A"#&/"-#*+$*#3$8"[#!"11E#',#*+"#3"--$)"#/,#*+'-#B//8#'-#-63B/1'A#

1'*"%$*@%"E#C"#(""&#*/#@(&"%-*$(&#+/C#*+"#A'?$"#*%"$*-#-63B/1-;#I/3"#>"/>1"#)/#/,,#+$1,\

A/A8"&#$(&#*+'(8#*+$*#',#0"."1$*'/(#'-#,@11#/,#-63B/1-#*+$*#/@%#'(*"%>%"*$*'/(#A$(#B"#

-@B5"A*'.";#K(&#*+"6#*+'(8#*+$*#5@-*#$-#,'."#&',,"%"(*#>"/>1"#.'-'*'()#$#>$'(*'()#$*#$(#$%*#

)$11"%6#A$(#A/3"#$C$6#C'*+#,'."#&',,"%"(*#'(*"%>%"*$*'/(-#V$(&#-*'11#B"#B1"--"&ZE#*+$*#,'."#

&',,"%"(*#>"/>1"#C+/#%"$&#*+"#B//8#/,#0"."1$*'/(#C'11#A/3"#$C$6#C'*+#,'."#&',,"%"(*#

'(*"%>%"*$*'/(-#V$(&#-*'11#B"#B1"--"&Z;#9+"#L@"-*'/(#*+"(#A+$()"-#,%/3#c!+$*#&/"-#'&#3"$([P#

VC+'A+#'-#%"$116#C+$*#C"#-+/@1&#$-8Z#*/#c!+$*#&/"-#'*#3"$(#*/#:"[P#M"11E#6/@#A$(a*#8(/C#

C+$*#'*#3"$(-#*/#3"#*'11#6/@#8(/C#C+$*#'*#3"$(*#'(#*+"#,'%-*#A"(*@%6;#

K(&#'*#'-#$-*/('-+'()#*/#%"$&#A/33"(*$%'"-#$(&#-""#+/C#*+"6#>@*#3/&"%(#'&"$-#/,#

A/3>@*"%-E#>1$("-E#*$(8-E#$(&#/*+"%#*"A+(/1/)6#'(*/#*+"#*":*;#9+"6#-$6E#c9+'-#%"3'(&-#3"#

/,r;#*+'-#3$8"-#3"#*+'(8#/,rP#K(&#/@%#%"->/(-"#'-#*+$*#*+"#M'B1"#3@-*#'(*"%>%"*#*+"#

-63B/1-;#D$%#*//#3$(6#/,#*+"#A/33"(*$%'"-#*+$*#?#+$."#%"$&#$%"#%"$&'()#3/&"%(#'&"$-#'(*/#

*+"#*":*#*+$*#-'3>16#$%"#(/*#*+"%";#
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K(&#'(#$(6#A$-"E#-@B5"A*'.'*6#'(#'(*"%>%"*$*'/(#A/(*%$&'A*-#*+"#,'%-*#,'."#>%'(A'>1"-#*+$*#C"#

1//8"&#$*#1$-*#C""8;#7/&#-+/C-#@-#C+$*#H"#3"$(-#B6#":>1$'('()#*+"#-63B/1-;#H"#/>"(-#

*+"3#@>#/%#@(."'1-#*+"3;#4/-*#-63B/1-#C"%"#":>1$'("&#"$%1'"%#'(#*+"#A$(/(#/,#IA%'>*@%"E#

$(&#*+/-"#-63B/1-#*+$*#C"%"#(/*E#$%"#A1"$%16#'&"(*','"&#$(&#":>1$'("&#B6#Q/+(;##

E. How do symbols work? Note the difference between denotation 

(the person, event, or thing represented) and the connotation (what 

specific things about that person, event. or thing that are being 

highlighted) 

K(&#'*#'-#36#A/(*"(*'/(#*+$*#*+"#,'%-*#A"(*@%6#Q"C-#C+/#C"%"#,$3'1'$%#C'*+#>%/>+"*'A#

1'*"%$*@%"#C/@1&#+$."#,/@(&#*+'-#B//8#-@>"%#"$-6#*/#@(&"%-*$(&;#K(&#1"*#3"#)'."#6/@#$(#

'11@-*%$*'/(#/,#+/C#"$-6#'*#'-#*/#@(&"%-*$(&#/@%#/C(#A@1*@%"=-#-63B/1-;#?=3#)/'()#*/#-+/C#

6/@#-"."%$1#>'A*@%"-E#$(&#'*#'-#36#)@"--#*+$*#3/-*#/,#6/@#C'11#'33"&'$*"16#%"A/)('N"#*+"-"#

-63B/1-#$(&#C+$*#*+"6#%">%"-"(*#\#"."(#*+/@)+#-/3"#/,#*+"-"#-63B/1-#$%"#/1&E#B"'()#,%/3#

36#)"("%$*'/(#/%#36#>$%"(*=-#)"("%$*'/(;#K(&#)/#$+"$&#$(&#)'."#6/@%#$(-C"%-#/@*#1/@&;#

!+$*#-'(#&/#*+"-"#,'%-*#*C/#>'A*@%"-#%">%"-"(*[#

#
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#

K13/-*#"."%6/("#'(#K3"%'A$#C/@1&#8(/C#*+$*#*+"-"#'3$)"-#$%"#%">%"-"(*'()#*+"#>%/B1"3#/,#

16'();#M@*#'(#3$(6#A/@(*%'"-#/,#*+"#C/%1&E#*+"6#C/@1&(=*#+$."#$#A1@"#C+$*#*+"#-63B/1-#

3"$(*;#!+6[#M"A$@-"#*+"6#+$."#("."%#-""(#d'((/A+'/#'(#*+"#!$1*#l'-("6#3/.'"E#$(&#*+"6#

&/(=*#8(/C#*+"#&"A"'*,@1("--#/,#A%/--"&#,'()"%-;#9+$*=-#3"$('()1"--#*/#*+"3;#K#1/()#(/-"#$(&#

A%/--"&#,'()"%-#-'3>16#C/@1&#(/*#B"#@(&"%-*//&#'(#/*+"%#A@1*@%"-;#M@*#36#-@->'A'/(#'-#*+$*#

"."(#*+/-"#/,#6/@#C+/#+$."#("."%#C$*A+"&#*+"#!$1*#l'-("6#3/.'"#/(#d'((/A+'/#-*'11#8(/C#

C+$*#*+"#-63B/1#/,#d'((/A+'/=-#1/()#)%/C'()#(/-"#3"$(-E#B"A$@-"#'*#'-#$#>$%*#/,#/@%#A@1*@%";##

H"%"#$%"#*+%""#C"11\B%$(&"&#A/%>/%$*"#1/)/-#*+$*#3/-*#>"/>1"#'(-*$(*16#%"A/)('N"E#B@*#

3$'(16#B"A$@-"#*+"#>%/&@A*-#$%"#"."%6C+"%";#I+/@*#/@*#*+"#A/3>$(6#($3"-;#

n1/)/-#,/%#M4!E#K>>1"E#$(&#l/&)"#%"3/."&#*/#$./'&#>/*"(*'$1#A/>6%')+*#'(,%'()"3"(*;o#

#

#

M@*#1"*#3"#)'."#-/3"*+'()#$#B'*#+$%&"%#,/%#6/@#6/@()"%#/("-;##

#
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#

D'%-*#/,#$11E#C+$*#)$3"#'-#*+'-#,%/3[#4/(/>/16;#K(&#C+$*#>%/,"--'/(#&/"-#*+'-#)@6#

%">%"-"(*[#H"#'-#*+"#B$(8"%;#

!+$*#$B/@*#*+'-#>%/,"--'/([#

#

d/1'*'A'$(#

K(&#C+$*#&/"-#*+'-#-63B/1'N"[#

#

0">@B1'A$(#

K(&#*+'-[#
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#

l"3/A%$*#

K(&#+"%"#'-#$#+$%&"%#/("#,/%#6/@()"%#/("-;#!+$*#8'(&#/,#$#>"%-/(#'-#*+'-[#

#

9+"#B1$A8#$(&#C+'*"#-*%'>"&#-+'%*#'-#$#*"11\*$1"#-')(#*+$*#*+'-#'-#$#A%'3'($1;#M@*#*+"#3$-8E#

,1$-+1')+*E#$(&#*//1#B/:#)'."#$C$6#C+$*#8'(&#/,#A%'3'($1#'*#'-#\#'*#'-#$#B@%)1$%;#J$%*//(-#+$."#

A/(."(*'/($1#%@1"-E#$(&#*+'-#'-#/("#/,#*+"#A/(."(*'/($1#C$6-#/,#%">%"-"(*'()#$#B@%)1$%;#?(#

$(/*+"%#A/@(*%6#*+"6#3')+*#*+'(8#+"#'-#)/'()#*/#$#>$%*6;#9+"6#3')+*#(/*#)"*#*+"#-63B/1;#

?-#*+'-#)@6#$#)//&#)@6#/%#$#B$&#)@6[#

#

q/@#'33"&'$*"16#-""#+'3#$-#$#B$&#)@6;#H"#'-#*+"#.'11$'(;#

K(&#/,#A/@%-"E#*+"-"#(":*#*C/#>'A*@%"-#$%"#*+"#/>>/-'*"T#
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#

#

I@>"%#+"%/E#%')+*[#9+"#A$>"#'33"&'$*"16#'&"(*','"-#C+/#*+"6#$%";#9+"6#$%"#A$>"&#+"%/"-;#

U/CE#'(#/*+"%#A@1*@%"-E#*+$*#C/@1&(=*#3$8"#$(6#-"(-"#B"A$@-"#*+"6#$%"#(/*#,$3'1'$%'N"&#C'*+#

*+"#A/(."(*'/(-#/,#K3"%'A$(#-63B/1/)6;##

46#>/'(*#'(#&/'()#*+'-#1'**1"#":"%A'-"#C$-#*/#-+/C#6/@#+/C#"$-6#'*#'-#,/%#@-#*/#@(&"%-*$(&#*+"#

-63B/1-#'.*&,"<*%-"*@%-&*(.*(1-*51$&1-"=#!"#&/(=*#+$."#*/#-*%@))1"#C'*+#*+"3;#!"#&/(=*#(""&#$#

1"A*@%"%#*/#*"11#@-#C+$*#*+"6#3"$(;#!+"(#C"#%"$&#A/3'A#B//8-#$(&#-""#$#A"%*$'(#8'(&#/,#%$*E#

'(-*$(*16#C"#8(/C#C+/#*+$*#%$*#'-#>/'(*'()#*/;#K(&#'(#*+"#-$3"#C$6E#,'%-*#A"(*@%6#Q"C-#C/@1&#

+$."#,/@(&#'*#-@>"%B16#"$-6#*/#%"$&#*+'-#B//8;#?*#C/@1&#+$."#B""(#$13/-*#1'8"#%"$&'()#$#

A/3'A#B//8E#/(16#B"**"%E#B"A$@-"#*+"#'3$)"-#'(#6/@%#3'(&#$%"#-/#3@A+#B"**"%;#K(&#*+/-"#

-63B/1-#C/@1&#+$."#A1'A8"&;#

U/CE#*/#*+"#1'*"%$1'-*-#'(#/@%#3'&-*E#1"*#3"#>/'(*#/@*#*+$*#-63B/1-#A$(#B"#,1@'&#C'*+/@*#1/-'()#

*+"'%#3"$('();#K(&#?#C'11#)'."#-/3"#":$3>1"-#,%/3#0"."1$*'/(#'(#$#B'*;#<//8#$*#*+"-"#,/@%#

/,,'A'$1#'3$)"-#/,#K>>1"=-#1/)/;##

n,/@%#'3$)"-#/,#$>>1"=-#1/)/#%"3/."&;#`-"&#'(#A1$--%//3#C'*+#c,$'%#@-"P#&/A*%'("#,/%#

"&@A$*'/($1#>@%>/-"-E#B@*#%"3/."&#+"%"#B",/%"#)/'()#*/#*+"#C"B;o#

#

9+"6#$%"#$3$N'()16#&',,"%"(*#,%/3#"$A+#/*+"%E#6"*#*+"%"#$%"#"(/@)+#A/33/(#,"$*@%"-#*+$*#

3/-*#>"/>1"#'(-*$(*16#%"A/)('N"#C+$*#*+"#1/)/#%">%"-"(*-;#9+"%"#'-#,1@'&'*6E#B@*#*+"#

&"(/*$*'/(#VC+$*#'*#>/'(*-#*/Z#'-#*+"#-$3"#'(#"$A+#A$-"E#"."(#*+/@)+#*+"#A/((/*$*'/(#3')+*#

B"#$#B'*#&',,"%"(*;##

K(&#+"%"#$%"#*C/#3/%"#>'A*@%"-#*+$*#'11@-*%$*"#*+'-#'--@"#/,#,1@'&'*6#6"*#-$3"("--;#?#-*$%*"&#

/,,#%">%"-"(*'()#$#B$(8"%#C'*+#*+"#3/(/>/16#,')@%"E#%')+*[#M@*#+"%"#$%"#*C/#B$(8"%-#*+$*#

$%"#L@'*"#&',,"%"(*;#

n'3$)"#%"3/."&#-'(A"#*+'-#C/@1&#(/*#A/(-*'*@*"#c,$'%#@-"P#/,#A/>6%')+*"&#'3$)"#'(#$#
A1$--%//3#-"**'();o#

9+'-#'-#$#>'A*@%"#/,#$#>');#q"*#6/@#-*'11#%"A/)('N"#+'3#*/#B"#$#B$(8"%E#&/(=*#6/@[#9+$*=-#

B"A$@-"#"(/@)+#/,#*+"#>$%*-#$(&#>'"A"-#/,#8(/C(#A$%*//(#-63B/1-#/,#B$(8"%-#$%"#>%"-"(*;#

9+"%"#$%"#A/(."(*'/($1#%@1"-#,/%#&%$C'()#*+"-"#-63B/1-#*+$*#'(&'A$*"#+/C#3@A+#(""&-#*/#B"#
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>%"-"(*#$(&#+/C#,$%#6/@#A$(#&".'$*"#,%/3#*+/-"#*+'()-#C'*+/@*#1/-'()#*+"#3"$('()#/,#*+"#

-63B/1;#?*=-#5@-*#1'8"#6/@#A$(#&'-*/%*#*+"#,$A"#/,#$#>%"-'&"(*#'(#$#A$%*//(#&%$C'()#/(16#-/#,$%#

B",/%"#>"/>1"#C/(=*#%"A/)('N"#'*;#M@*#',#A"%*$'(#,"$*@%"-#$%"#>%"-"(*E#'*#'-#$3$N'()#+/C#

&'-*/%*"&#$(#'3$)"#A$(#B"#$(&#>"/>1"#C'11#'(-*$(*16#%"A/)('N"#'*#$-#*+"#>%"-'&"(*E#/%#H'11$%6E#

/%#-/3"#/*+"%#,$3/@-#>"%-/(;##

9+$*=-#*+"#B"$@*6#$(&#>/C"%#/,#-63B/1-;#!+"(#$#-63B/1#A+$()"-#$#B'*E#'*#-*'11#+$-#*+"#-$3"#

&"(/*$*'/(#V'(#/*+"%#C/%&-E#'*#>/'(*-#*/#*+"#-$3"#1'*"%$1#>"%-/(E#"."(*E#/%#*+'()#\#&"(/*$*'/(#

'-#C+$*#'*#'-#>/'(*'()#*/ZE#B@*#'*#A$(#+$."#$#-1')+*16#&',,"%"(*#A/((/*$*'/(#V'(#/*+"%#C/%&-E#*+"#

*+'()-#%?(1&#*+$*#>"%-/(E#"."(*E#/%#*+'()#*+$*#C"#$%"#*%6'()#*/#&%$C#/@*#\#>"%+$>-#*+"#

A+$%$A*"%#L@$1'*'"-#/,#*+$*#'(&'.'&@$1Z;#

!"11E#*+"#-$3"#'-#*%@"#/,#*+"#-63B/1-#/,#b1&#9"-*$3"(*#>%/>+"-6;#Q/+(#$3$1)$3$*"-#*+"#,/@%#

B"$-*-#/,#l$('"1#*/#%">%"-"(*#0/3";#l$('"1=-#,/@%#B"$-*-#%">%"-"(*#M$B61/(E#4"&/\d"%-'$E#

7%""A"E#$(&#0/3";#!"11E#Q/+(#*$8"-#l$('"1=-#,/@%*+#B"$-*#V$(&#6/@#A$(#%"A/)('N"#'*#$-#

l$('"1=-#,/@%*+#B"$-*ZE#B@*#'(#A+$>*"%-#2F#$(&#2s#/,#l$('"1#+"#$1-/#C$(*-#*/#-+/C#*+$*#*+"%"#

'-#$#1'**1"#B'*#/,#*+"#>%".'/@-#B"$-*-#-*'11#>%"-"(*#'(#0/3";#I/#+"#>@*-#-/3"#/,#*+"'%#,"$*@%"-#

'(*/#*+"#M"$-*#/,#0/3";#K(&#"."(#*/&$6E#&"->'*"#$11#*+"#A/(*%/."%-'"-E#$13/-*#"."%6B/&6#

%"A/)('N"-#":$A*16#C+$*#Q/+(#'-#&/'()#/(#$*#1"$-*#&,%&#>/'(*;#J"%*$'(16E#$11#*+"#,'%-*#A"(*@%6#

Q"C-#C/@1&#+$."#'(-*$(*16#A$@)+*#B/*+#*+"#&"(/*$*'/(#V*+$*#'*#'-#-63B/1'N'()#0/3"Z#$-#C"11#

$-#*+"#A/((/*$*'/(#V*+$*#0/3"#+$-#>'A8"&#@>#B'*-#$(&#>'"A"-#/,#*+"#>%".'/@-#"3>'%"-#'(#'*-#

C/%1&.'"C#$(&#$A*'/(-Z;#

Q@-*#/("#3/%"#>'A*@%";#?*=-#6"*#$(/*+"%#B$(8"%E#$(&#*+'-#/("#$#B'*#3/%"#1'8"#*+"#,'%-*#

3/(/>/16#3$(E#B@*#-*'11#&',,"%"(*#"(/@)+#*+$*#'*#3$8"-#6/@#C/(&"%#C+6#6/@#%"A/)('N"#'*#$-#

$#B$(8"%;#M@*#6/@#&/;#?*=-#>$%*#/,#/@%#A@1*@%";#M@*#'*=-#$#&',,"%"(*#A/((/*$*'/(;#H"#'-#"(5/6'()#

1',"#$(&#+$-#3$&"#'*#*/#*+"#*/>;#9+"#>%".'/@-#>')#-+$>"&#B$(8"%#+$-#-/3"*+'()#".'1#$(&#

-"1,'-+#$B/@*#+'3;#d"/>1"#*+'(8#*+$*#+"#+$-#3$&"#'*#$*#6/@%#":>"(-";#I/E#*+"%"#'-#*+"#-$3"#

&"(/*$*'/(E#B@*#$#&',,"%"(*#A/((/*$*'/(;#

#

9+$*#C$-#"$-6E#C$-(=*#'*[#?,#?#+$&#)'."(#*+"#1/)/#/,#*+"#DM?E#'33"&'$*"16#6/@#C/@1&#+$."#

)/**"(#'*;#!"#&/(=*#$-#"$-'16#)"*#*+"#'3$)"-#/,#0"."1$*'/(#-'3>16#B"A$@-"#C"#$%"(=*#

'33"%-"&#'(#*+"#b1&#9"-*$3"(*#>%/>+"*'A#1'*"%$*@%"#1'8"#*+"#,'%-*#A"(*@%6#Q"C-#C"%";##

K(&#*+"%"#$%"#("C#'3$)"-#*+$*#Q/+(#'(*%/&@A"-;#4/-*#>%/>+"*-#'(*%/&@A"&#("C#'3$)"-;#M@*#

+"%"#'-#*+"#>/'(*;#9+/-"#$%"#"$-'16#'&"(*','"&#B"A$@-"#$(6#?-%)7*)"4#'3$)"-#*+$*#Q/+(#

'(*%/&@A"-#$%"#A1"$%16E#A1"$%16E#'&"(*','"&;#U/*+'()#'-#1",*#*/#)@"--C/%8;#?(#A+$>*"%#2T^G#7/&#

":>1$'(-#C+$*#*+"#-63B/1-#/,#-*$%-#$(&#1$3>\-*$(&-#3"$(;#?(#A+$>*"%#tTp#+"#":>1$'(-#C+$*#
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*+"#-"."(#1$3>-#/,#,'%"#-*$(&#,/%;#?(#tTm#+"#*"11-#@-#C+$*#*+"#-"."(#+/%(-#$(&#-"."(#"6"-#

%">%"-"(*;#?(#A+$>*"%#pTYE#+"#*"11-#@-#C+$*#*+"#B/C1-#/,#'(A"(-"#%">%"-"(*#\#*+"6#%">%"-"(*#

*+"#>%$6"%-#/,#*+"#-$'(*-#)/'()#@>#*/#+"$."(;#K(&#1$*"%#'(#*+"#B//8#+"#A1"$%16#'&"(*','"-#*+"#

2ttEGGG#VsT2F\2tZE#*+"#&%$)/(#V2^TXZE#*+"#+"$&-#/(#*+"#B"$-*#V2sTXZE#*+"#+/%(-#/(#*+/-"#

+"$&-#V2sT2^ZE#C+$*#*+"#C$*"%-#%">%"-"(*#V2sT2pZE#$(&#C+$*#*+"#C/3$(#%'&'()#*+"#B"$-*#

%">%"-"(*-#V2sT2YZ;#9+"%"#'-#(/#(""&#,/%#-@B5"A*'.'*6;#

#

9+$*#'-#C+6#'*#'-#-/#,%@-*%$*'()#C+"(#>"/>1"#'3>/%*#*+"'%#/C(#'(*"%>%"*$*'/(-#'(*/#-63B/1-;#

D/%#":$3>1"E#"."(#*+/@)+#Q/+(#A1"$%16#*"11-#@-#*+$*#*+"#1/A@-*-#/,#A+$>*"%#X#-63B/1'N"#

&"3/(-E#06%'"#A1$'3-#*+"6#$%"#`DbIE#$(&#<'(&-"6#A1$'3-#*+"6#-63B/1'N"#A/B%$#+"1'A/>*"%-;#

9+$*=-#.'/1$*'()#*+"#+"%3"("@*'A-#/,#>%/>+"*'A#1'*"%$*@%";#IA%'>*@%"#3@-*#'(*"%>%"*#IA%'>*@%";#

M@*#+"6E#'*#'-#(/*#5@-*#l'->"(-$*'/($1'-*-#C+/#')(/%"#*+'-#>%'(A'>1"#/,#1"**'()#IA%'>*@%"#

'(*"%>%"*#*+"#-63B/1-;#_."(#*+/@)+#Q/+(#A1"$%16#-$6-#*+$*#*+"#2ttEGGG#'(#A+$>*"%#s#C"%"#$#

->"A','A#(@3B"%#/,#B"1'"."%-#,%/3#"."%6#*%'B"#/,#?-%$"1#C+/#C/@1&#B"#-$."&#'(#*+"#,'%-*#

A"(*@%6E#?&"$1'-*-#$(&#H'-*/%'A'-*-#VC+/#A$(a*#'3$)'("#$(6#"*+('A#&'-*'(A*'/(#B"*C""(#Q"C#

$(&#7"(*'1"#'(#*+"#U"C#J/."($(*u#C+/#B$-'A$116#+/1&#*/#%">1$A"3"(*#*+"/1/)6Z#'(-'-*#*+$*#'*#

'-#%","%%'()#*/#*+"#C+/1"#A+@%A+E#A/3>/-"&#/,#Q"C#$(&#7"(*'1";#!"11E#*+"#>%/B1"3#C'*+#*+$*#'-#

*+$*#*+"#,'%-*#+$1,#/,#*+$*#A+$>*"%#'-#A1"$%16#1$'&#/@*#$-#Q"C'-+#B"1'"."%-#$(&#'*#'-#A/(*%$-*"&#

C'*+#*+"#-"A/(&#+$1,#V*+"#'((@3"%$B1"#(@3B"%#/,#-$'(*-#,%/3#"."%6#($*'/(Z#%">%"-"(*-#*+"#

7"(*'1"#B"1'"."%-;#9/#')(/%"#Q/+(=-#/C(#'(*"%>%"*$*'/(#/,#*+"#2ttEGGG#VC+'A+#"."(#-/3"#

d$%*'$1#d%"*"%'-*-#&/ZE#'-#1'8"#-$6'()#*+$*#*+'-#>'A*@%"#

# #

%">%"-"(*-#*+"#$%*+%'*'A#-/A'"*6#%$*+"%#*+$(#%">%"-"(*'()#$#.'11$'(;#b%#1'8"#-$6'()#*+$*#*+'-#

>'A*@%"#

#

%">%"-"(*-#>/18$#&$(A"%-#%$*+"%#*+$(#B@%)1$%-;#?*=-#'3>/%*'()#$#("C#$(&#%$*+"%#$%B'*%$%6#

3"$('()#'(*/#*+"#'3$)";

I/E#',#6/@#8(/C#+/C#*/#'(*"%>%"*#*+"#-63B/1'A#1'*"%$*@%"#/,#*+"#b1&#9"-*$3"(*E#6/@#$%"#)/'()#

*/#&/#,'("#C+"(#%"$&'()#0"."1$*'/(;#96>'A$116E#>%/>+"*'A#1'*"%$*@%"#C'11#":>1$'(#*+"#3"$('()#

/,#$#-63B/1#$(&#*+"(#":>"A*#6/@#*/#8(/C#C+$*#*+$*#-63B/1#%">%"-"(*-#*+%/@)+#*+"#%"-*#/,#

*+$*#B//8;##

D/%#":$3>1"E#*@%(#*/#0"."1$*'/(#A+$>*"%#22;#?(#*+"#B//8#/,#0"."1$*'/(#*+"%"#'-#$(#".'1#A'*6#

&//3"&#*/#&"-*%@A*'/(#*+$*#'-#A$11"&#c*+"#)%"$*#A'*6P#('("#*'3"-#/%#-'3>16#A$11"&#c*+"#A'*6P#
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-"."%$1#3/%"#*'3"-;#K(&#*+'-#)%"$*#A'*6#B"$%-#*+"#($3"#/,#,/@%#>$)$(#A'.'1'N$*'/(-;#?*#'-#

'&"(*','"&#$-#M$B61/(E#0/3"E#I/&/3E#$(&#_)6>*;#M@*#',#6/@#*@%(#*/#0"."1$*'/(#22E#6/@#C'11#-""#

*+$*#7/&#&",'("-#*+"#*"%3#c*+"#)%"$*#A'*6P#*+"#."%6#,'%-*#*'3"#*+'-#*"%3#'-#@-"&;#H"a-#)'.'()#@-#

$#+"$&-#@>#/(#+/C#+"#>1$(-#*/#@-"#*+'-#>+%$-"#'(#*+"#B//8;#?#1/."#M$+(-"(#$(&#4/%"A%$,*E#

B@*#*+'-#'-#/("#>1$A"#C+"%"#*+"6#B1"C#'*;#

I/E#C+$*#'-#*+"#)%"$*#A'*6#'(#A+$>*"%#22[#9$8"#$#1//8#$*#."%-"#Y;#H"#-$6-E#cK(&#*+"'%#&"$&#

B/&'"-#C'11#1'"#'(#*+"#-*%""*#/,#*+"#)%"$*#A'*6#C+'A+#->'%'*@$116#n_IW#*%$(-1$*"-#*+$*#$-#

c-63B/1'A$116Po#'-#A$11"&#I/&/3#$(&#_)6>*E#C+"%"#$1-/#/@%#</%&#C$-#A%@A','"&;P#!$-#Q"-@-#

A%@A','"&#'(#_)6>*[#U/;#!$-#H"#A%@A','"&#'(#I/&/3[#U/;#I/&/3#&'&(=*#"."(#":'-*#$(6#3/%";#

!+"%"#C$-#Q"-@-#A%@A','"&[#H"#C$-#A%@A','"&#'(#*+"#&'-*%'A*#/,#Q"%@-$1"3;#I/#C+6#&/"-#H"#A$11#

'*#I/&/3#$(&#_)6>*[#H"#&'&#-/#B"A$@-"#Q@&$'-3#C$-#$A*'()#1'8"#I/&/3#$(&#_)6>*#$(&#C$-#

*+"%",/%"#&//3"&#*/#&"-*%@A*'/(#1'8"#I/&/3#$(&#_)6>*;##

9+"6#A1$'3"&#*/#B"#*%@"#B"1'"."%-E#B@*#Q/+(#-$6-#*+"6#$%"#(/#3/%"#B"1'"."%-#*+$(#I/&/3#/%#

_)6>*#C"%";#9+"6#$%"#(/#1/()"%#'(#*+"#A/."($(*;#?(#A+$>*"%#^#+"#->"$8-#/,#*+"#B1$->+"36#/,#

*+/-"#C+/#-$6#*+"6#$%"#Q"C-#$(&#$%"#(/*E#$(&#*+"#B1$->+"36#/,#*+/-"#C+/#-$6#*+"6#$%"#$#

-6($)/)@"#/,#7/&#C+"(#*+"6#$%"#%"$116#$#-6($)/)@"#/,#I$*$(;#7/&#+$-#":A/33@('A$*"&#

*+"3#$(&#*+"6#$%"#(/C#>$%*#/,#*+"#C/%1&;#9+$*a-#C+$*#H"#'-#-$6'();#

K(&#1$*"%#+"#-$6-#*+$*#Q"%@-$1"3#'-#$A*'()#1'8"#0/3"E#-/#'*#C'11#%"A"'."#*+"#-$3"#5@&)3"(*#$-#

0/3";#K(&#-*'11#1$*"%#+"#A$11-#Q"%@-$1"3#M$B61/(#\#(/*#5@-*#B"A$@-"#/,#*+"#M$B61/('$(#9$13@&#

*+$*#*+"6#,/11/C"&#$(&#*+"#/*+"%#M$B61/('$(#/AA@1*#'--@"-#*+$*#Q"C-#'3'*$*"&E#B@*#B"A$@-"#'*#

C$-#)/'()#*/#,$11#5@-*#1'8"#M$B61/(#&'&;#M$B61/(#&'&(=*#":'-*#'(#*+"#,'%-*#A"(*@%6;#?*#+$&#1/()#

$)/#B""(#&"-*%/6"&#$(&#'*-#-'*"#+$&#1/()#$)/#B""(#$B$(&/("&;#M@*#M$B61/(#-*$(&-#$-#$#

-63B/1#/,#*+"#7%"$*#J'*6#&//3"&#*/#&"-*%@A*'/(#\#Q"%@-$1"3;#

!+$*#Q/+(#'-#&/'()#'-#":$A*16#*+"#-$3"#*+'()#$-#*+"#b1&#9"-*$3"(*#>%/>+"*-#&'&;#9+"#b1&#

9"-*$3"(*#>%/>+"*-#A$11"&#Q"%@-$1"3#c*+"#)%"$*#A'*6P#&//3"&#*/#&"-*%@A*'/(#VQ"%;#^^TYZE#$(&#

1'8"("&#'*#*/#I/&/3#V?-;#2T2Gu#Q"%;#^FT2tu#_N"8;#2mu#"*AZE#7/3/%%$+#V?-;#2T2Gu#Q"%;#^FT2tZE#_)6>*#

V_N"8;#^FTYZE#$(&#-$'&#*+$*#Q@&$'-3#C$-#*+"#/,,->%'()#/,#$#H'**'*"#$(&#K3/%'*"#\#C"11E#H'**'*"-#

$(&#K3/%'*"-#C"%"#&"-*%/6"&#B6#Q/-+@$#'(#J$($$(E#%')+*[#V_N"8;#2mTtpZ;#!"11E#Q/+(#A$11-#

$>/-*$*"#Q"%@-$1"3#I/&/3#$(&#_)6>*E#$(&#1'8"(-#'*#*/#0/3"#$(&#M$B61/(#1$*"%;#9+"#,'%-*#*'3"#

*+"#*"%3#O*+"#)%"$*#A'*6O#/AA@%-#+"#&",'("-#+'-#*"%3-;#

M@*#+"#)'."-#/*+"%#A1@"-;#D/%#":$3>1"E#$11#*+"#C$6#*+%/@)+#*+'-#B//8#*+"%"#$%"#*C/#A'*'"-#*+$*#

$%"#A/(*%$-*"&T#*+"#)%"$*#A'*6#/(#"$%*+#'-#A/(*%$-*"&#C'*+#*+"#)%"$*#A'*6#'(#+"$."(E#*+"#U"C#

Q"%@-$1"3;#K(&#*+"#)%"$*#A'*6#/(#"$%*+#'-#A$11"&#*+"#+$%1/*#$(&#*+"#)%"$*#A'*6#/,#+"$."(#'-#

A$11"&#*+"#B%'&";#K(&#*+"%"#$%"#/."%#*C"(*6#/*+"%#A1@"-#*+$*#*'"#*+"#M$B61/(#'(#A+$>*"%#2s#

C'*+#*+"#"$%*+16#Q"%@-$1"3;#I/#*+"%"#'-#*+"#"$%*+16#Q"%@-$1"3#."%-@-#*+"#+"$."(16#Q"%@-$1"3u#

*+"#"$%*+16#+$%1/*#."%-@-#*+"#+"$."(16#B%'&"u#*+"#A'*6#&//3"&#*/#&"-*%@A*'/(#."%-@-#*+"#A'*6#

C+'A+#C'11#1$-*#,/%"."%u#"*A;#?*=-#'(A%"&'B1"#-63B/1'-3;#

q"*E#&"->'*"#*+"#A1$%'*6#/,#Q/+(=-#&",'('*'/(#/,#*+"#+$%1/*#c)%"$*#A'*6PE#3$(6#'(*"%>%"*"%-#

B"1'"."#*+$*#A+$>*"%#22#'-#*+"#/(16#>1$A"#'(#0"."1$*'/(#C+"%"#Q"%@-$1"3#'-#&"-A%'B"&#$-#*+"#

)%"$*#A'*6;#b(#*+"'%#'(*"%>%"*$*'/(E#c*+"#)%"$*#A'*6P#'(#0"."1$*'/(#22#'-#@**"%16#@(%"1$*"&#*/#

*+"#)%"$*#A'*6#"1-"C+"%";#9+"6#$%"#(/*#1"**'()#Q/+(#/%#*+"#b1&#9"-*$3"(*#>%/>+"*-#&",'("#*+"#

*"%3-;##
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F. Being symbolic should not be pitted against literal history. We 

will note the two definitions of the word “literal.” 1) A 

correspondence view of literature where each word has a definite 

meaning, versus 2) the view that literal means non-symbolic. 

M@*#*+"%"#'-#/("#1$-*#'--@"#?#(""&#*/#&"$1#C'*+#/(#*+"#-@B5"A*#/,#'(*"%>%"*'()#-63B/1-;#!"#

+$."#$1%"$&6#$(*'A'>$*"&#*+'-#$#B'*#'(#1$-*#C""8=-#-"%3/(#\#'-#*+"#B//8#$-#$#C+/1"#1'*"%$1#/%#'-#

'*#-63B/1'A[#K(&#6/@#C'11#+$."#A/33"(*$%'"-#C+/#)/#*/#/("#":*%"3"#/%#*+"#/*+"%E#C+"(#'(#

%"$1'*6#'*#A$(#B"#B/*+E#'.*<(1*7".')"*M$'&"-%$N*')*'&0*5$%00'5%$*7".')'&'()*(.*,%#')8*%*0')8$"3*

8-%::%&'5%$3*,'0&(-'5%$*:"%)')8=#*+"#+'-*/%'A$1#&",'('*'/(#V$(&#*+"#&",'('*'/(#?#B"1'"."Z#'-#*+"#

0")010*$'&"-%$'0;#K(&#?#C'11#&",'("#*+$*#'(#$#3/3"(*;#

M@*#l'->"(-$*'/($1'-*-#*6>'A$116#@-"#*+"#*"%3#c1'*"%$1P#&',,"%"(*16;#l'->"(-$*'/($1'-*#$@*+/%E#

U/%3#7"'-1"%E#-$6-#$B/@*#0"."1$*'/(T#

W&,"*-1$"*(.*&,1:?*0&'$$*0&%)70K*MX.*&,"*$'&"-%$*0")0"*:%B"0*8((7*0")0"3*&,")*0""B*)(*

(&,"-*0")0"*$"0&*'&*-"01$&*')*)()0")0"=N*

U/CE#)"("%$116#->"$8'()E#?#$3#'(#$)%""3"(*#C'*+#*+$*#%@1"E#',#C"#>%/>"%16#'(*"%>%"*#*+"#C/%&#

c1'*"%$1;P#M@*#+"#'(-'-*-#*+$*#*+"#C/%&#c1'*"%$1P#3@-*#3"$(#(/(\-63B/1'A;#q/@#-""E#*+$*=-#*+"#

>%/B1"3#\#Q/+(#A1$'3-#*+"#/>>/-'*";#H"#A1$'3-#*+$*#*+"#C/%&#/,#7/&E#C+'A+#>$--"&#,%/3#

D$*+"%#*/#Q"-@-#*/#*+"#$()"1#*/#Q/+(#$(&#*+"(#*/#@-#C$-#)'."(#'(#-63B/1'A#,/%3;#

K(&#B"A$@-"#B/*+#H'-*/%'A'-*-#$(&#l'->"(-$*'/($1'-*-#+$."#3"--"&#@>#*+"#1'(8$)"#/,#1'*"%$1#

$(&#-63B/1'AE#?#C$(*#*/#&"$1#C'*+#*+$*#'--@"#$#B'*#3/%";#

<"*#3"#L@/*"#,%/3#W'A#0"$-/("%=-#A/33"(*$%6#/(#*+"#*C/#&',,"%"(*#C$6-#*+$*#*+"#*"%3#

c1'*"%$1P#+$-#B""(#&",'("&;#H"#,'%-*#/,#$11#&"$1-#C'*+#*+"#C$6#*+"#*"%3#c1'*"%$1P#C$-#@-"&#'(#

+'-*/%6#V$(&#*+"#C$6#*+$*#?#@-"#'*Z;#H"#-$6-E##

>5&1%$$<*&,"*4(-7*M$'&"-%$N*'0*7"-'#"7*.-(:*&,"*Y%&')*$'&"-%3*4,'5,*:"%)0*M$"&&"-=N*

+(*')&"-@-"&*Z5-'@&1-"*$'&"-%$$<*'0*&(*')&"-@-"&*'&*%0*$'&"-%&1-"=*X)*(&,"-*4(-703*'&*'0*

&(*?"*')&"-@-"&"7*%55(-7')8*&(*&,"*)(-:%$*-1$"0*(.*8-%::%-3*0@""5,3*0<)&%U3*%)7*

5()&"U&=[**

K(&#*+$*#'(A1@&"-#C+$*#-*61"#/,#1'*"%$*@%"#6/@#$%"#%"$&'();#!+"(#?#-$6#*+$*#?#$3#3/%"#1'*"%$1#

*+$(#*+"#l'->"(-$*'/($1'-*-#'(#36#'(*"%>%"*$*'/(#/,#0"."1$*'/(E#?#3"$(#*+$*#?#$3#*$8'()#*+"#

'(*"(*#/,#*+"#$@*+/%E#*+"#-*61"#/,#1'*"%$*@%"E#$(&#*+"#$A*@$1#A/%%"->/(&"(A"#B"*C""(#*+"#

-63B/1'A#C/%&-#$(&#C+$*#*+"6#%","%#*/#,$%#3/%"#-"%'/@-16#*+$(#*+"#-@>>/-"&#1'*"%$1'-*;#M@*#

0"$-/("%#)/"-#/(#*/#&"-A%'B"#*+"#-"A/(&#@-$)"#/,#*+"#*"%3#c1'*"%$1;P#H"#-$6-E#

A1&*M$'&"-%$N*5%)*%$0(*:"%)*M)(&*.'81-%&'#"*(-*0<:?($'5%$=N*\'0@")0%&'()%$'0:*,%0*

7":%)7"7*&,%&*%$$*&,"*A'?$"*?"*')&"-@-"&"7*:()($'&,'5%$$<*%)7*&,%&*0<:?($0*?"*

                                         

# t#W'A#0"$-/("%E#!"#"$%&'()3#>;#FX;#

#
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-"5(8)']"7*()$<*4,")*&,"'-*$'&"-%$'0:*5()&-%7'5&0*5(::()*0")0"=^*

K(&#'*#'-#36#A/(*"(*'/(#*+$*#',#6/@#'(*"%>%"*#*+"#B//8#*+$*#C$6E#6/@#C'11#%/@*'("16#

3'-'(*"%>%"*#*+"#B//8;##

M@*#',#6/@#)/#*/#*+"#/>>/-'*"#":*%"3"#$(&#6/@#*$8"#*+"#B//8#$-#()$<#-63B/1'A#$(&#(/*#+$.'()#

$#A/%%"->/(&"(A"#/,#*+'-#-63B/1'A#1$()@$)"#*/#1'*"%$1#"."(*-#'(#+'-*/%6E#*+"(#6/@#.'/1$*"#

>%'(A'>1"-#mEsE#$(&#YE#$(&#6/@#B"A/3"#1//-"6\)//-"6#C'*+#*+"#-63B/1-;#K11#*+"-"#>%'(A'>1"-#
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Divine Guidance For Understanding Revelation, part 2#

Revelation 1:1b#
By Phillip G. Kayser at DCC on 5-10-2015#

Introduction - Review 

 

I.# Principle #9 - we must see the historical events as being communicated via symbols (v. 1j - ἐσήµανεν - 

to communicate by symbols) 

A.# Definition. 1:1 says that “He sent and signified it” (NKJV, KJV). The Greek word for “signified” 

(ἐσήµανεν) means “to write in symbols, signs, and figures,” and its noun form (σηµεῖον) means a 

sign or symbol. Thus it is translated “signified” (think ‘sign-ified’) by the KJV, NKJV and ASV or 

“showed them by signs” in The Emphasized Bible. John uses the same word in his Gospel, and in 

each case (John 12:33; 18:32; 21:19), it is used by Christ to signify a future event in a symbolic 

manner. Literal events were described in symbolic fashion. Those who approach this book with a 

pre-determined “literal” approach, not only fail to be consistent, but ignore this principle. 

 

 

B.# Any interpretation that sees Revelation as narrative literature rather than symbolic literature is 

going to miss a lot. 

 

 

C.# It is important to understand that the Bible has five main types of literature, each having a few 

unique rules of interpretation: history, law, prophecy, poetry, epistles. (We have already 

demonstrated that apocalyptic is not one of the types of Biblical literature.) Revelation is clearly 

identified as prophetic literature (1:3; 22:7,10,18,19; etc) and should not be confused with the 

“narrative literature” of the epistles. Prophecy was always filled with “symbols.” 

 

D.# Being a symbol does not give liberty for subjective interpretations (“This reminds me of,” etc.) 

John clearly interprets his symbols at least 36 times and expects his readers to understand the 

symbols of the Old Testament prophets. 

 

 

E.# How do symbols work? Note the difference between denotation (the person, event, or thing 

represented) and the connotation (what specific things about that person, event. or thing that are 

being highlighted) 

 

 

F.# Being symbolic should not be pitted against literal history. We will note the two definitions of the 

word “literal” - 1) The grammatico-historical correspondence view of literature where each word 

has a definite meaning, versus 2) the view that literal means non-symbolic.#

Conclusion#
 


